
 
 

Rationale: 

In accordance with Rockport High School’s Core Values and Beliefs and in connection with the Rockport Public Library 

Community Reading Program, the Rockport High School Summer Reading List aims to promote strong, life-long reading 

habits.  We believe that a summer reading program offers students opportunities for achievement in the following areas: 

 developing proficiencies in reading and writing 

 engaging in analytical thinking 

 exploring diversity through literature 

 sharing experiences of a text with peers 

 creating a community of readers 

The following summer reading list is designed to enrich the present Rockport High School curricula as well as inspire and 

challenge students through diverse genres and reading levels. 

 

Rockport High School Summer Reading  

 

 

Your Task: 

You must read two books: (A) select one work from the list according to the grade you will enter in the fall and 

(B) select an additional book-length work of your choice.  In the first week of school, you will write a well-

developed essay examining central themes, conflicts, and/or ideas.  We recommend that you highlight and 

annotate as you read (write notes to yourself in the book or use sticky notes) so that you can remember what you 

were thinking in the summer as you write in the fall).  In addition to writing a formal essay on the book you select 

from the list, you will complete a project-based assessment on the additional book you select.  

 

Keep in mind the reasons we annotate - to engage in active reading that enhances your comprehension and 

interpretation of the text.  Your annotations should include comments to show evidence of thinking.  We do not 

expect you to annotate every page, but do not simply write summary comments or highlight at random.  Have a 

conversation with the text.   

Types of Annotations: 

 Ask questions (essential to active reading) 
 Comment on the actions or development of a 

character.   
 Does the character change?  Why? How? 
 Summarize key events.  Make predictions. 
 Connect ideas to each other or to other texts. 

 

 Note how the author uses language. 
 Note if you experience an epiphany                                         

(a sudden and profound realization). 
 Comment on something that intrigues, 

impresses, amuses, shocks, puzzles, 
disturbs, amazes, etc. 

                                               Finally, have fun and be thoughtful! 
Note: Some language adopted from:  "Summer Reading." Cobb County Schools. Cobb County Public Schools, 8 Apr 2014. Web. 

 



Rockport High School Freshmen Summer Reading List 2017-2018 

 
Note:  Some summaries adopted from Follet Library Inc. and Amazon Books.   

 

r The Time Machine by H.G. 
Wells (Challenging) 

 

An astonishing firsthand account 
of his journey 800,000 years 
beyond his own era—and the 
story that launched H.G. Wells’s 
successful career and earned him 
his reputation as the father of 
science fiction. With a 
speculative leap that still fires 
the imagination, Wells sends his 
brave explorer to face a future 
burdened with our greatest 
hopes...and our darkest fears. A 
pull of the Time Machine’s lever 
propels him to the age of a 
slowly dying Earth.  There he 
discovers two bizarre races—the 
ethereal Eloi and the 
subterranean Morlocks—who 
not only symbolize the duality of 
human nature, but offer a 
terrifying portrait of the men of 
tomorrow as well.  

 

 

Something Wicked This Way 
Comes  by Ray Bradbury 
(Moderate/Challenging) 

 

The carnival rolls in sometime 
after midnight, ushering in 
Halloween a week early. The 
shrill siren song of a calliope 
beckons to all with a seductive 
promise of dreams and youth 
regained. In this season of dying, 
Cooger & Dark's Pandemonium 
Shadow Show has come to Green 
Town, Illinois, to destroy every 
life touched by its strange and 
sinister mystery. And two boys 
will discover the secret of its 
smoke, mazes, and mirrors; two 
friends who will soon know all 
too well the heavy cost of 
wishes. . .and the stuff of 
nightmare. 

 

 

 

The Bean Trees by Barbara 
Kingsolver (Moderate) 

 

Taylor, a poor Kentuckian, makes 
her way west with an abandoned 
baby girl and stops in Tucson. 
There she finds friends and 
discovers resources in apparently 
empty places.. 

Enrique's Journey by Sonia 
Nazario (Moderate) 

 

This work addresses the issues 
of family and illegal 
immigration through the story 
of a young boy’s dangerous 
journey from Honduras to the 
U.S..  Enrique is in search of his 
mother, who left him and his 
sibling behind to make a better 
life for her family. 

A Monster Calls by Patrick 
Ness (Accessible) 

 

An unflinching, darkly funny, 
and deeply moving story of a 
boy, his seriously ill mother, 
and an unexpected monstrous 
visitor. 
At seven minutes past 
midnight, thirteen-year-old 
Conor wakes to find a monster 
outside his bedroom window. 
But it isn't the monster Conor's 
been expecting-- he's been 
expecting the one from his 
nightmare, the nightmare he's 
had nearly every night since his 
mother started her treatments. 
The monster in his backyard is 
different. It's ancient. And wild. 
And it wants something from 
Conor. Something terrible and 
dangerous. It wants the truth..  



Rockport High School Sophomore Summer Reading List 2017-2018 

 
Note:  Some summaries adopted from Follet Library Inc. and Amazon Books.   

                                                                                                                                       

The Grapes of Wrath by John 
Steinbeck (Challenging) 

Published in 1939, Steinbeck's 
Pulitzer Prize winning epic of the 
Great Depression chronicles the 

Dust Bowl migration of the 1930s 
and tells the story of one Oklahoma 
farm family, the Joads, driven from 

their homestead and forced to 
travel west to the promised land of 

California.   

W Walden by Henry David Thoreau 
(Challenging) 

Disdainful of America's growing 
commercialism and industrialism, 
Henry David Thoreau left Concord, 

Massachusetts in 1845 to live in 
solitude in the woods by Walden 

Pond.  Walden, the classic account 
of his stay there, conveys at once a 

naturalist's wonder at the 
commonplace, and a 

Transcendentalist's yearning for 
spiritual truth and self-reliance. 

Life of Pi by Yann Martel 
(Moderate) 

The son of a zookeeper, Pi 
Patel has an encyclopedic 

knowledge of animal behavior.  
At sixteen, Pi and his family 

emigrate from India to North 
American aboard a Japanese 

cargo ship, along with their zoo 
animals bound for new homes. 

The ship sinks.  Pi finds himself 
alone in a lifeboat, his only 

companions a hyena, an 
orangutan, a wounded zebra, 

and Richard Parker, a 450-
pound Bengal tiger.  Soon the 
tiger has dispatched all but Pi, 

who will have to use his 
knowledge, fear, faith and 

cunning to coexist with Richard 
Parker while hopelessly lost at 

sea.   

Girl with the Pearl Earring  by 
Tracy Chevalier (Moderate) 

 

The unknown subject of a Vermeer 
masterpiece is the basis for this 
remarkably evocative novel. The 

illiterate young Griet, held captive 
by the strict social order of 17th-
century Delft, becomes a maid in 

the household of Johannes 
Vermeer. She knows her role well: 
tend the laundry, keep up with the 

housework, and make sure 
Vermeer's six children stay out of 

the way. But what no one suspects 
is that Griet's fascination with her 
master's paintings will draw her 

inexorably into the painter's private 
world and create a scandal that 

changes her life forever. 

The Things They Carried by 
Tim O'Brien (Accessible) 

Life for soldiers in the Vietnam 
War was barely endurable.  

Constantly faced with death, 
fear, shame and guilt, the 

soldiers had to find a way to 
cope in order to keep their 

sanity.  The questions O'Brien 
raised and the issues he 

discussed are relevant in any 
war.  



Rockport High School Junior Summer Reading List 2017-2018 

 
Note:  Some summaries adopted from Follet Library Inc. and Amazon Books.   

 

Laika by Nick Abadzis 
(Accessible) 

 

This graphic novel blends 
fiction and fact in the 

intertwined stories of three 
compelling lives.  Along 

with Laika, the abandoned 
puppy destined to become 
Earth's first space traveler, 

there is Korolev, once a 
political prisoner and now a 
driven engineer at the top 

of the Soviet space 
program, and Yelena, the 
lab technician responsible 
for Laika's health and life.  

Through their storeis, 
Abadzis gives life to a 

pivotal moment in modern 
history. 

The Things They Carried by 
Tim O'Brien (Accessible) 

 

Life for soldiers in the 
Vietnam War was barely 

endurable.  Constntly faced 
with death, fear, shame and 

guilt, the soldiers had to 
find a way to cope in order 
to keep their sanity.  The 
questions O'Brien raised 

and the issues he discussed 
are relevant in any war.  

The Heretic's Daughter by 
Kathleen Kent (Moderate) 

 

Ten-year-old Sarah 
Chapman, recovering from 
smallpox in 1752, becomes  

caught up in another life 
and death battle  when her 
mother, Martha, is accused 
of witchcraft by her uncle 

who wants the plot of land 
on which the Chapman 

family is living.  The rest of 
the community, looking for 
a scapegoat for their own 

troubles, joins  the 
campaign to have Marha 

hanged. 

The Woman Warrior by 
Maxine Hong Kingston 

(Moderate) 

The Woman Warrior is a 
memoir of growing up Chinese 

American in Stockton, 
California. Maxine Hong 
Kingston distills the dire 
lessons of her mother's 

mesmerizing "talk-story" tales 
of a China where girls are 

worthless, tradition is exalted 
and only a strong, wily woman 
can scratch her way upward. 

The author's America is a 
landscape of confounding 

white "ghosts" --the policeman 
ghost, the social worker ghost 
-- with equally rigid, but very 

different rules. Like the 
woman warrior of the title, 
Kingston carries the crimes 

against her family carved into 
her back by her parents in 

testimony to and defiance of 
the pain. 

Moby Dick by Herman 
Melville (Challenging) 

 

A thrilling adventure and 
epic saga that pits Ahab, a 

brooding sea captain, 
against the great white 

whale that crippled him. 
More than just the tale of a 

hair-raising voyage, 
Melville's riveting story 

passionately probes man's 
soul.  A literary classic first 
published in 1851, Moby-

Dick represents the 
ultimate human struggle.. 



Rockport High School Senior* Summer Reading List 2017-2018 

 
*Students taking AP English should consult the AP Literature Reading List for assignment.   

Some summaries adopted from Follet Library Inc. and Amazon Books.   

 

Brave New World 

Aldous Huxley 

(Challenging) 

Written during the rise of 
fascism during the 1930's, 
BNW envisions a 
technologically- advanced 
future where humans are 
genetically engineered and 
pacified through drugs. 
Huxley's classic still speaks 
to a 21st century world 
dominated by technology, 
pharmaceuticals, and the 
hidden influence of the 
elite. 

The Namesake 

Jhumpa Lahiri 

(Moderate) 

A young man born of Indian 
parents in America 
struggles to negotiate 
conflicting religious, social, 
and ideological differences 
and come to terms with his 
identity. Addresses not only 
the defining power of 
names and expectations 
bestowed on us by our 
parents, but also the means 
by which we slowly and 
sometimes painfully define 
ourselves. 

 

 

Grendel  

John Gardner 
(Moderate) 

 

Based on the first and most 
terrifying monster in 
English literature, Grendel 
tells the epic story of the 
Anglo-Saxon hero, Beowulf, 
from the point of view of 
his arch enemy as he 
struggles to understand his 
place in the world. *Tip: 
For background, watch the 
Beowulf film before 
reading. 

A Thousand Splendid 
Suns 

Khaled Hosseini 

(Moderate) 

Two women born a 
generation apart witness 
the destruction of their 
home and family in war 
torn Kabul, Afghanistan.  
Losses incurred over the 
course of thirty years test 
the limits of their strength 
and courage. 

 

A Long Way Gone: Memoirs 
of a Boy Soldier 

Ishmael Beah 

(Accessible) 

This is how wars are fought 
now: by children, hopped-up 
on drugs and wielding AK-
47s. Children have become 
soldiers of choice. In the 
more than fifty conflicts 
going on worldwide, it is 
estimated that there are 
some 300,000 child soldiers. 
Ishmael Beah, now 25 years 
old, tells how at the age of 
twelve, he fled attacking 
rebels and wandered a land 
rendered unrecognizable by 
violence. By thirteen, he'd 
been picked up by the 
government army, and Beah, 
at heart a gentle boy, found 
that he was capable of truly 
terrible acts.  



Rockport	High	School	
AP	English	Summer	Reading	List	2017	

	
Dear	Students:	
	 Congratulations	on	registering	for	AP	English	Literature	and	Composition!		It	is	a	class	

designed	for	highly	motivated	and	intellectually	curious	students	with	a	strong	work	
ethic.	I	hope	you	will	enjoy	and	learn	from	your	summer	reading.	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 -	Dr.	Mackay	Smith	
	
The	following	summer	reading	assignments	are	designed	with	several	specific	goals	in	mind:	

• To	engage	your	mind	and	stimulate	your	imagination	
• To	introduce	you	to	powerful	texts	representing	British	and	World	Literarature	
• To	build	your	experience	and	confidence	reading	complex	texts	
• To	give	you	a	pool	of	texts	you	can	write	about	on	the	AP	exam	next	spring	

	
1.	Required	Reading:		a)	How	to	Read	Literature	Like	a	Professor,	Thomas	Foster	
	 	 	 b)	*A	Room	of	One’s	Own,	Virginia	Woolf	

c)	And	choose	one	from	the	following	list:	

*Frankenstein,	Mary	Shelley	 	 	 *The	Kite	Runner,	Khaled	Hosseini	
*Brave	New	World,	Aldous	Huxley	 	 *Crime	and	Punishment,	Fyodor	Dostoevsky	
*Jane	Eyre,	Charlotte	Bronte		 	 The	Namesake,	Jhumpa	Lahiri	
	
*Texts	available	for	borrowing	from	RHS	English	Department.	
	
Your	reading	will	be	assessed	with	an	AP	open	response	essay	prompt	in	the	first	week	of	
school.	Your	writing	will	be	graded	for	quality	in	3	areas:		insight/ideas,	evidence,	fluency	of	
expression.			
	
Note	well:		I	expect	all	the	work	you	do	to	be	the	result	of	independent	labor.		Read	carefully	
and	reflect	on	what	you’ve	read.		Using	post-it	notes	can	be	an	effective	strategy	for	this.	
	
2.	Required	Essay	Reflection:		In	a	personal	essay	of	approximately	2	typed	pages,	please	tell	
me	about	your	experiences	with	literature	and	reading	thus	far	in	your	high	school	career.		
(You	might	consider	such	topics	as	the	pleasures,	surprises,	challenges,	questions,	etc.	you	
have	encountered	with	required	readings	and/or	personal	choice	books,	your	habits	as	a	
reader,	what	you	see	as	the	purpose	and	value	of	reading	literature,	etc.)		Also	tell	me	your	
reasons	for	taking	the	course	and	what	you	hope	to	gain	from	it.	
	
Please	follow	MLA	manuscript	format:		typed,	12pt	TNR	font,	double-spaced,	1”margins,	no	
title	page,	stapled	
	
Both	summer	assignments	are	due	on	the	first	day	of	class.	


