
 

from the department on ap-

propriate assessment practic-

es related to dyslexia. We 

especially appreciated Rus-

sell's and Cliff’s comments 

about our programming 

which were included in an 

email: “Cliff and I were very 

grateful for the opportunity 

to observe such a variety of 

classrooms and speak with 

your incredibly knowledgea-

ble and capable educators 

and administrators.  Please 

pass on our gratitude for the 

time they took from their day 

to share such promising and 

effective practices with us.” 

Arlene  

 

Bi-County Collaborative 

teachers, therapists, 

paraprofessionals and stu-

dents welcomed visitors from 

the Department of Elemen-

tary and Secondary Education 

on January 30, 2020. We 

were delighted to show off 

our expertise and best prac-

tices in teaching and learning 

to Senior Associate Commis-

sioners Russell Johnston and 

Cliff Chaung. We began our 

visit at BICO’s Preschool and 

Elementary Developmental 

Learning Program at the Jor-

dan Jackson School in Mans-

field. Sara Gustafson and Re-

becca Blackburn proudly 

showcased the multiple ways 

they assist student access to 

learning with both low and 

high tech assistive devices. 

From 3-D visual signs to iPads 

to eye gaze technology and 

switches our visitors were 

impressed with the excep-

tional programming we pro-

vide for students.  

Next, we visited the Bi-County 

Regional Education Center in 

Walpole showcasing our ele-

mentary, middle, and high 

school therapeutic programs. 

Program Director Ben Giuffri-

da toured the Summit School 

with Russell and Cliff sharing 

the many ways in which our 

staff provide optimal learning 

environments to address the 

needs of students for whom 

school and learning is often 

compromised by social and 

emotional challenges.  

We concluded the visit with a 

meeting of Bi-County’s Oper-

ating Committee. Member 

district  special education 

administrators joined us for a 

meeting to discuss recent 

issues and topics. The dis-

cussion included the revi-

sion of “Is Special Education 

the Right Service ?”, models 

and exemplars to assist in 

writing IEP related docu-

ments, dyslexia legislation 

and forthcoming guidance 

From Our Executive Director: DESE Visits BICO 
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Our Member 
Districts 

 Attleboro 
 Bellingham 
 Blackstone 
 Easton 
 Foxborough 
 Franklin 
 Hopedale 
 Mansfield 
 Milford 
 Millvillle 
 Norfolk 
 Norton 
 North Attleboro 
 Plainville 
 Swansea 
 Tri-County 
 Uxbridge 
 Walpole 
 Wrentham 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZL_9ZtHoYoE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZL_9ZtHoYoE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZL_9ZtHoYoE


                 TEAP Wrentham Opens A New Elementary Classroom  

  TEAP Millville: Fall Art Show 

PDLP & EDLP Mansfield: “All Aboard!!” The Polar Express 

“All Aboard!”... In December, 

the preschool and elemen-

tary developmental class-

rooms in Mansfield hosted a 

family gathering that was 

SNOW MUCH FUN!  Staff, 

students and family mem-

bers dressed in jammies, and 

enjoyed a special reading of 

“The Polar Express” with a 

multisensory twist. Sights 

(light-up trees), sounds (train 

whistles, bells), smells (hot 

cocoa), touches (ice, snow) 

and tastes (marshmallow) 

filled the room.  The high-

light of the party was a 

snowball fight: students/

families VS. staff. White fluffy 

balls were flying and kids 

were laughing and engaged!  

art projects that would be 

showcased for their families. 

We decorated the class-

rooms and hallways then 

invited families in for some 

light refreshments. Families 

were able to explore the 

At the end of Octo-

ber we held our first 

Fall Art Show. Stu-

dents worked hard 

at the beginning of 

the school year to 

make some amazing 

classrooms and take a look at 

their child’s art projects. The 

students and families had a 

great time and ended the 

day with decorating pump-

kins to take home! 

students have been inte-

grating into general educa-

tion classes in either music, 

ELA, and/or science classes 

successfully. The 3rd grade 

music class is learning to play 

the recorder. We attended 

the Winter Concert, and our 

students displayed expected 

behavior throughout the hour 

long performance. Overall, we 

are very proud of our students 

and their hard work so far this 

school year!  

classrooms have been 

attending the 1st grade 

lunch, and the students have 

been doing great displaying 

expected behavior in the 

large, rambunctious group. 

In Mrs. Rodrigues’ class, all 8 

 

We are having lots of fun this 

year in Wrentham! In No-

vember, we were excited to 

welcome Ms. McInnis and 

her new classroom next 

door. They currently have 4 

elementary students. Both 

Bi-County Elementary Programs 
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The Jackson School TEAP (Therapeutic Elementary 

Alternative) program (Mrs. DeBlois) has been very 

busy in their learning.  Grade 1 and 2 students (Liam, Cal, Kymani) have been work-

ing on noun pamphlets in their ELA program.  Grade 3 students ( Finn, Matty, Jase, 

and Lucas) enjoyed learning about the Olympics and how athletes of various abili-

ties train for the Olympics.  Grade 3 students( Finn, Matty, Jase, and Lucas) have 

also enjoyed learning about magnets and ex-

perimenting with various types of magnets. 

They are currently working on art projects 

with magnets.  Grade 1 and 2 students (Liam, 

Cal, Kymani) have been busy learning about 

sound and light and making instruments.  

SEAP (Specialized Elementary Alterna-
tive Program) is an intensive, behavior-
ally based, structured program that 
utilizes the principles of Applied Behav-
ior Analysis to help manage behaviors 
and allow students to progress both 
academically as well as socially. The 
students in Ms. Mercier’s classroom 
learn best through discrete trial learn-
ing. Here are Beck, Sam, Owen and Jo-
van enjoying a field trip to Adam’s Farm 
in Cumberland, RI where we saw and 
fed animals and went on a hay ride as 
well as Bass Pro in Foxboro, MA. where 
the students enjoyed a holiday display 
and many fun sensory activities.  

Miss Murphy's class had a won-

derful holiday celebration the day 

before winter break. All of the 

students had family members 

come to celebrate! We had team 

building activities, such as the 

marshmallow challenge, decorat-

ed gingerbread houses, listened 

to music, and ate a lot of deli-

cious snacks! We also had a spe-

cial guest reader, Lieutenant 

Kleczkowski of the United States 

Marines, come in to our class to 

read a book about our flag and 

our country as a mini lesson.  
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  SEAP Wood, Plainville Loves Field Trips! 

SLBP Martin, North Attleboro Classroom Highlights! 

TEAP Wood, Plainville Loves Friday! 
At TEAP Wood our favorite 

day is definitely Friday! 

Every Friday we have a 

mystery science lesson. 

Some of our favorites have 

been on erosion, the hu-

man skull and robot fin-

gers. As part of our Friday 

Activity Day, we also go 

swimming at the North Attle-

boro YMCA.  We have also 

had several adults come in to 

be our “mystery reader “ on 

Friday as well. If anyone is 

interested in being a mystery 

reader, let Mrs. Lambert 

know!  

dimensional haunted houses to inspire their creative 

writing.  Students took great pride in their work and had fun 

telling heir spooky stories. During the month of December, we 

traveled virtually to different countries learning about their 

holiday celebrations.  We can’t wait to see what’s next!    

The Specialized Language Based Pro-

gram at Martin Elementary School in 

North Attleboro has been filled with lots 

of fun and learning.  Throughout the 

school year, we focused a great deal on 

building a classroom community. We 

have had several different incentive 

systems focusing on kindness to each 

other.  Students have demonstrated 

their kindness earning a movie field trip 

and a pizza party!  We have had tons of fun with learning as well.  A 

few highlights include a project in which students created a 3-

pay for themselves at 

McDonald's to get their 

lunches. Other community 

outings we have enjoyed 

have been a trip to a karate 

class, the North Attleboro 

YMCA for swimming, and a 

trip to Red Robin. The stu-

dents look forward to getting 

out into the community and 

exploring the world! 

Over the course of the 2019-

2020 school year SEAP Wood 

has enjoyed many communi-

ty outings. Our latest was a 

trip to North Bowl with a 

McDonald's lunch. The stu-

dents enjoyed the new look 

of the bowling alley and the 

new characters that come to 

the screen. The students 

were then able to order and 



SELC Summit, Walpole Accepts the Kindness Challenge 
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Over the past few months, 

students at SELC (Summit Ele-

mentary Learning Cen-

ter)  engaged in the kindness 

challenge, multiple different 

incentive programs, and re-

sponsibilities within the class-

room. Both classes began the 

kindness challenge by making 

a pledge, signing it, and dis-

playing it on the classroom 

door. Students watched The Kindness Diaries, which highlights 

the importance of how a small act of kindness can go a long 

way.  An act of kindness challenge board allows students to 

get a prize once they completed 10 acts of kindness. Our stu-

dents can earn incentives both inde-

pendently and as a group. For independent 

earning, students choose different jobs to 

do throughout the day in exchange for 

tickets. This even includes being able to do 

a teacher’s hair for the day! Students also 

work on a weekly goal to earn Friday Activ-

ity. With 180 points, students can work in 

the art room, play outside or in the gym, or 

join in the fun with middle school. As a 

class goal, students have been trying to 

reach the top of the thermometer-a total 

of 2100 points! Once they reach the top, 

they can all decide on an extra special 

prize or activity for the class! 

routine! We worked on making 
goals for the new year and dis-
cussed what the students were 
proud of as well as what they 
would like to improve on for their 
vision in 2020!  

Before the break we celebrated 
spirit week! Several of the stu-
dents and staff at LREP Norton 
participated in different spirit 
week festivities. The students 
enjoyed making special holiday 
crafts, talking about holiday tradi-
tions, and completing activities 
together like making a ginger-
bread house! We learned about 
pen pals and wrote letters to 
another BICO classroom. The 
students were excited to come 
back to school after the nice holi-
day break and get back into their 

force each adaptation and its 

specific purpose.  

There are many benefits to using 

a light box in the classroom so we 

utilize ours frequently for both 

learning (graphing in the picture 

shown) and leisure. We had a 

visit from two 

local carpentry 

students who 

built this lovely, 

locking light box 

desk with 

wheels for a student who 

personally owns an extra 

large light box and shares it 

with his classmates. This 

desk allows the students the extra 

option of using the light box while in 

their standers 

anywhere in 

the classroom. 

We are all very 

thankful for 

this gift of 

craftsmanship! 

The Life Roles Educational Pro-

gram classroom at King Philip has 

had a busy fall! The students be-

gan their school year learning 

about Egypt as their Social Stud-

ies focus. Everyone enjoyed stud-

ying camels and the adaptations 

that allow them to 

survive in the dry, de-

sert climate. The stu-

dents created their 

own camels as an ex-

tension activity to rein-

LREP, King Philip Middle School Takes on Egypt and Light! 

LREP, Norton Middle School Holiday Celebrations! 
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TEP, Foxborough Welcomes a New Addition to Their Family! 

AMS, Franklin Has a Steady Hand to Create Self-standing Structures! 

Happenings at Summit Middle School, Walpole 

It’s been quite a wild ride so 

far this year at Summit Mid-

dle School! In November, we 

had a class Thanksgiving 

feast complete with all the 

fixings donated by our lovely 

staff. To round out the year, 

all students participated in a 

group holiday sing-along 

session. To add to the holi-

day cheer, our kiddos had 

the opportunity to earn 

points toward a holiday 

shopping experience. As far 

as curriculum is concerned, 

we aren’t just practicing our 

H.O.T. skills (Higher Order 

Thinking) in our GOMATH 

books - our kids have also 

ventured through many liter-

ary worlds, from the Florida 

Keys in Stranded to the far 

away land of 12th century 

Japan in Sign of the Chrysan-

themum. Every Thursday, our 

students have the option to 

ice skate at the local rink. In 

addition, the kids created a 

life-size card for those in law 

enforcement who 

help make our 

lives safer every 

day! Here’s to a 

new year of kind-

ness, compassion, 

and academic pro-

gress! 

structure that could stand 

with limited resources! 

AMS (Alternative Middle 

School), Franklin has enjoyed 

our OT (occupational thera-

py) group and we are work-

ing with partners to plan, 

design and build a self-

standing structure with given 

materials. Students did a 

remarkable job in working 

together and maintaining a 

“Cresty” the Crested Gecko! 

They help to feed and clean 

him weekly, and learn about 

his behavior, habitat mainte-

nance, grooming and hy-

giene. The students are mak-

ing weekly observations: 

watching him grow, change 

colors, climb in his habitat 

and how he eats his 

food.  They especially love to 

take him out of his tank and 

get to hold and play with him. 

One of our 7th grade students 

says, “It’s so cool and fun to 

carry!” Another 6th grade stu-

dent says, “It’s harmless and a 

fun class pet!” Lastly, one of 

our 6th graders said, “It’s su-

per cute and has already 

grown and changed col-

ors!”   We look forward to 

enjoying him the rest of the 

school year! 

In November, TEP 

(Therapeutic Alternative 

Program) purchased a Crest-

ed Gecko as a class 

pet.  Crested Gecko’s are 

also known as eyelash geck-

os and were thought to be 

extinct until 1994, when sev-

eral relatively large, thriving 

populations were found on 

the islands of New Caledo-

nia.  Students named him 
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In Mr. Morgan's Intro to Physics class at the 

Summit Regional Education Center in Wal-

pole, students designed and built their own 

electrical circuits.  The students first learned 

to draw a circuit diagram which included 

symbols to represent each part of an elec-

tric circuit.  After students designed the 

circuit, they used springboards to connect 

the necessary parts to build the circuit. After 

constructing the circuit, students demon-

strated how it worked and explained wheth-

er the circuit was wired in series or parallel.  

In addition, seniors went on a Amazon Ful-

fillment Center Tour in Fall River, Massachu-

setts. It is roughly 1.7 million square feet 

off of Innovation Way. The students 

learned the facility employs about 1,200 

people, and as Amazon adjusts from two-

day Prime shipping to one-day Prime 

shipping, that number continues to grow. 

The tour was free and was an educational 

and exciting experience for them. They 

discovered that Amazon will pay workers 

for a good deal of their tuition, so it is an 

option for those who want a job and/or 

to acquire help with post-secondary edu-

cation.  

   Students also participated in our contin-

uing partnership with Harbor One 

Bank to provide students with edu-

cational seminars within the com-

munity. These workshops provide 

financial education as well as life 

and career management services. 

The workshops include Banking Ba-

sics and the Importance of Saving; 

Credit Wise and Avoiding Identity 

Theft; and Employer Expectations. 

Students are also learning how to 

use Wix.com to create their own 

businesses as well as Virtual Job 

Shadow, which aligns with O*Net 

online. 

The STAP (Secondary Therapeutic 
Alternative Program) ninth grad-
ers are in charge of breakfast 
delivery to each high school class-
room every morning.  They fill 
the bins and deliver them to their 
assigned classrooms. A bit later, 
they pick the bins up and put 
away the leftover food.  They 
take inventory and order what is 
needed for the next day. They 
have done a great job and have 
streamlined the process so that it 
is smooth and quick.  As some of 
the teachers say, "they make the 
magic happen" each morning!   

STAP Summit, Walpole Makes the Magic Happen! 

Bi-County Secondary Programs 



more).  They then went 

shopping with a budget to 

purchase as many of the 

items as they could. Many 

of the families of the ATP 

students are helping out 

by sending in other need-

ed supplies that we were 

unable to purchase with 

our funds, for which we 

are so grateful.  The stu-

dents then worked to-

gether to sort items 

(divide up a box of ban-

daids, fold socks, put hard 

candies into smaller bags, 

etc.) before beginning to 

package them! As a team, 

the students worked to 

assemble 12 bags of sup-

The students in our 

Adult Transition Pro-

gram (ATP) worked 

together to make 

care packages for 

homeless individuals 

in the greater Provi-

dence area.  When 

we returned from the 

holidays, the students 

asked when they 

could make more 

care packages. As a 

class, they came up 

with lists of items that 

individuals who are 

homeless might need 

(these included food, 

hand warmers, socks, 

band-aids, and 

plies that will be donated to be hand-

ed out to individuals who are home-

less.  As more items come in, we are 

adding to the bags, to make them as 

useful as possible to the individuals 

they will eventually reach. The stu-

dents have all expressed that helping 

others in this way makes them “feel 

good” and that “it’s nice to do a good 

thing and help someone.”   

 
 ATP, Walpole: Doing Good for Others 

practice our learned skills including gro-

cery stores, Patriots Place, clothing 

stores, Bass Pro Shops for the holidays 

and many more! Some of us have been 

attending a social group at Fisher Col-

lege with other students in our ar-

ea.  Our class had an awesome celebra-

tion for the holiday season that was a 

lot of fun!  

  LRTC 18+ (Life Roles Transition Center) has 

had an absolutely fantastic year so far! We 

have been working on social skills, independ-

ent living skills, and vocational skills. Our 

class this year is really enjoying cooking all 

different types of cuisine. On Halloween we 

made some witch fingers and banana ghosts. 

We made a special Thanksgiving meal includ-

ing green bean casserole and stuffing! We 

have gone on multiple community outings to 

 LRTC 18+, Walpole Enjoys Food and Community Outings 


