
Swanson Road 

Intermediate School 

Dear Swanson Families, 

The students and teachers have been working very hard all year mastering the Common Core 

State Standards. Next week we will be administering the Massachusetts Comprehensive As-

sessment System, (MCAS 2.0).  This statewide test helps measure what students know and 

are able to do at each grade level in core academic subjects in grades 3, 4, and 5.  The assess-

ments are designed to make sure students are on track at each grade level.  Please make sure 

your child is in school, gets a good night’s sleep, and has a healthy breakfast each morning.  

The English Language Arts tests will be taking place on Wednesday, April 11th and Thursday, 

April 12th. 

FYI Math MCAS testing for grades 3,4,5 will be May 9th and 10th.  Science Technology & 

Engineering  for Grade 5 only, is scheduled for May 15th and 16th. 

Thank you for partnering with us to help your child succeed. 

 

Reading Reminders and Tips to Use as Reinforcement at home: 

Before you read, look at the title and make a prediction. 

Look at the questions and ask “Do I understand what that means?” 

As you are reading, ask yourself, “What is this about?”  Monitor 

your understanding. 

After reading, ask yourself, “Do I understand what I just read?” 

Fast reading isn’t good reading, take your time and support 

your thinking with evidence from the text. 

When beginning your open response, don’t forget to turn the 

question around, (TTQA). 

Take notes as you read. 

Explain your evidence. 

Review your responses making sure it is your best work. 

 

From the Principal’s Desk... 
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Community Updates 

Spanish Club:  This grade three club begins this week and offers students an introduction 

to the language, music, and culture. 

MCAS 2.0 Club: Students in grades 3-5 continue to do a fantastic job as they go above and 

beyond the school day refining their test taking skills. 

Math Academy:  Students attending this club continue to use skills and strategies to work 

through complex math problems each morning. 

Lego WeDo:  Our grade three students continue to learn about the design process, simple 

programming, and robotics while developing their S.T.E.M thinking. 

AHS students are conducting science lessons in grade four to reinforce science skills. 

Grade Five will be treated to a unique Revolutionary War historian to bring to life our 

quest for freedom. 

Grade Four Art club students will be hosting local senior citizens this week to share a col-

laborative project and present our elders with a “green” gift. 

Maple Leaves club is busy working on our Green Initiatives as they prep for our guest mu-

ralist and our upcoming Earth Day Celebration. 

SWIS News club members continue to “broadcast” up-to-date information and student 

 ideas…Stay tuned for new “broadcast videos.” 

 

In closing, please continue to monitor your child’s academic progress.  We appreciate your 

continued support ensuring your child success. Continue to maintain regular communication 

with your child’s teacher as they can provide the most insight into their academic and social 

progress.  As always, please do not hesitate should you have any 

questions, concerns, or need clarification about school related 

items.  

(Visit our Webpage and Facebook page for ongoing updates). 

 

 

Yours in Education, 

Dr. Susan M. Lopez 

From the Principal’s Desk cont... 
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From the Desk of Mr. Lavelle 
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***A Safety Communication***: 

 Please remember that when dropping off students in the morning, to utilize the parent 

drop-off loop. This remains paramount in regard to the safety of all. Please do not drop 

students off on Swanson Road due to the risk of a collision while you are stopped. We have 

received multiple complaints of individuals parked on the righthand side of Swanson Road, 

waiting and watching their students come up the side walk and enter the school. This causes 

extreme danger to motorists traveling on Swanson Road and to the students disembarking from 

the vehicle. In addition, please do not utilize the bus loop entrance, as this lane is for bus traffic 

only and can cause a dangerous situation for the unauthorized vehicle, our busses, and most 

importantly the students and adults traveling in them. In addition, please refrain from dropping 

students off in the upper parking lot and utilizing the parking spaces reserved for handicapped 

persons. This is illegal and causes great confusion and traffic congestion in our upper lot that is 

already pressed for space. While in the parent drop-off line in the morning, please do not allow 

your children to exit your vehicle until the adults on the arrival team come outside. Once your 

child exits your vehicle, please stay parked until the entire line moves out together.  

 

Thank You and Stay Safe, 

Mr. Lavelle  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Throughout the school year, in all subjects and areas, our adults and students work to build a 
strong school community and kind culture.  Having school as a safe environment not only encour-
ages academic learning, but also provides opportunities for students to create, explore, and  
develop social/emotional competencies.  If your child reports that they feel otherwise, there are 
many things as parents you can do to support your child. The following are some research based 
strategies for students that may feel they are a target, or witness unkind behavior.  Encouraging 
empathy and telling them to be a “Bully BUSTER” will help to give them some control and power 
back. 
 

B- befriend- if you see a student that is left out or alone, ask them to play.  Including others is a 
great way to make new connections as well. 
U- use distraction- if you feel uncomfortable asserting yourself when someone is being unkind, 
change the subject.  Bring attention to another topic or issue, taking pressure off of that student or 
allowing them to walk away. 
S- speak out!  Be assertive and tell the person to STOP.  You don't need to say anything more 
than stop. If you are witnessing someone else being a target, do not laugh or encourage this be-
havior. 
T- tell or text for help.  Ask a trusted friend or adult for support. 
E- exit the scene.  Leave any situation that makes you feel unsafe.  Help another student leave an 
unsafe situation by saying things such as, “come on or let’s go” 
R- reason or remedy. Give a reason or a remedy.  Students are more likely to help when they are 
told why it’s wrong or what to do.  Role play situations and responses with them. 
 

 

*For more information regarding this, visit http://micheleborba.com/ 

 

Jamie Nikopoulos, SWIS School Counselor 

& 

Mega Berg, SWIS School Counselor 
 
 

A Note from your School Councelors 
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News from the Reading Room 

As the month of April arrives, the Reading Team is busy preparing for our Annual Commu-

nity Reading Day that will be held on Wednesday, April 4, 2018.  We are excited to bring in 

members of the community to share their love of reading with the students.  When children 

are shown how important reading is in individuals’ lives, it inspires them to open the door 

for reading in their life.   

Students are continuing to make progress as readers building 

wide.  With the upcoming April Vacation, we ask that students 

make time for daily reading to continue this growth.   

News from the Reading Team... 

 

 

  

We are really looking forward to some nice, snow-

free, warm weather on the horizon in PE!  We are 

all excited to get back outside after a long winter.  

In the meantime, we will be starting our dance unit in PE.  Mrs. Shane will focus on the 

ancient art of Chinese Ribbon Dancing and Mr. Dunn will be teaching some line-dances 

with the goal being to learn and be able to perform routines set to music.  4th and 5th grade 

students will be given the opportunity to participate in group dances at the Festival of the 

Arts, Wellness and STEM in May.  As we enter the 3rd trimester, we need to be practicing 

our Physical Best Assessment skills.  Students should be working on curl-ups, push-ups, 

flexibility and their cardio-respiratory fitness.  We will begin the assessments in late April 

or early May.  As with anything, the more they practice, the better prepared they will be.  

Make a family event of it – create a plan to practice these skills together and motivate, en-

courage and inspire one another!  After April vacation, be watching for Spree Day infor-

mation to start coming home.  If you have any questions about the status of your C.O.R.I. 

check, call West Street (508-832-7755).   

PE News 
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While we wait for spring weather to catch up with spring dates, it is good to plan ahead for the new 

season. 

April will bring students outdoors here at school for recess and at home.  Here are some things to con-

sider going forward. 

Sunscreen and Sun Safety: We may all need some sunshine and Vitamin D exposure but please 

get it safely.  If your child burns easily, please apply sun screen daily to exposed skin. Hats and 

sun glasses are helpful also.   

Tick checks: Tick season comes with warmer weather. Please check regularly for ticks on chil-

dren and pets. If you think a tick has been on a child for over 24 hours, check in with their doc-

tor, and watch for flu -like symptoms, a possible bull’s eye type rash or rash covering a larger 

area. Lyme disease from ticks can cause joint swelling and some cardiac or neurological con-

cerns so treatment if testing is positive for exposure is very important. 

Safety on bikes and boards: Helmets for bike riding or other activities can save your child from 

a serious head injury.  Remind students to be aware of cars not in sight and to follow bike  

      riding guidance for safety. 

 
WHEN TO KEEP YOUR CHILD HOME FROM SCHOOL:  
 

 Fever of 100° F or more within the last 24 hours, when not taking medication to reduce fever 

 

 If a child is unable to participate fully in school activities because of illness  

 When a child has a contagious condition or a rash with an unknown cause  

 

 Vomiting or diarrhea within the past 24 hours or unable to eat normally  

 

A child has a diagnosis of strep throat and has not been taking antibiotic medicine for 24 hours 

 

If a child requires medication for fever or ongoing pain relief 

 

 

Upcoming Screenings: 

 

Heights and weights will be conducted for 4th graders in April. This will also provide a Body Mass 

Index percentile. We will be sending a form home with notification and an opt out option, re-

questing a copy of a recent physical with height and weight and BMI on it.  

Postural Screenings for 5th graders will be conducted in May. We will send out information to par-

ents before the screenings and an opt out option that also requires a recent (within 6 months) 

screening done by their doctor and documented on a Physical Exam form.  We need that docu-

mentation before the date of our screenings.   

 

Nursing Notes 
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Amazing April News 
 

 

 

 

Science units are in full swing!  Be sure to ask your young scientist what he/she is 

learning. 

Facts:  Please assist your child in mastering his/her multiplication/division facts.  Facts 

need to be mastered before entering 4th grade. 

MCAS dates are posted on the SWIS school calendar. Please mark the dates on your 

calendar at home and be sure to have your child arrive to school on time on test days. 

A good night’s sleep and a healthy breakfast are great ways to jump start the brain on 

test days!  

Spring Break: Along with spending quality time together as a family, please have your 

child continue to read for enjoyment and practice math facts.    

  

                                               Happy Spring Everyone! 

 

The Third Grade Teachers 

 



 

The fourth grade is getting ready for their field trip to the Boston Science Museum on April 27.  The 
students will be able to explore the museum and discover all the concepts they have learned this 
year. We will also see a presentation where students will make predictions about the way objects 
move, as well as ,see large-scale demonstrations of how forces govern the world around us.  We 
thank all those who volunteered to chaperone. Thank you also to our wonderful and very generous 
PTO for funding this trip. Your hard work and fundraising efforts are greatly appreciated! 

April will be a busy month as we get ready for the MCAS test. Students will continue to learn strate-
gies that will help them be successful not only on the MCAS test but in school and life as well.   

• In Reading, these strategies involve comprehension skills. These skills will help students ana-
lyze and evaluate texts in order to write effective responses to literature and nonfiction texts. 

•  

• In Math, students are currently exploring customary and metric measurement units. 
 Students will also build skills to find elapsed time, read line plots, and convert measurements. 

•  

• In Writing, we continue to work on fictional narratives.  Students are learning all the skills 
needed to write an engaging story, including how to create an interesting hook and ending, how 
to write and punctuate meaningful dialogue, and create suspense.   

•  

Our fourth grade students continue to work hard, and we watch them improve each and every day. 
Thank you for your support of their academics at home. 

Enjoy the April break! We’ve all earned it! 

Fourth Grade News 
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It is hard to believe that April is already upon us. Hopefully, spring will finally make an appear-

ance. Our fifth grade students are very busy. In social studies, students continue learning all 

about the American Revolution. Our mathematicians have completed multiplying and dividing of 

fractions and will be moving onto measurement and geometry. If your child is still struggling with 

his/her facts, please make time to practice at home.  Math facts are essential to know not just 

for math classes, but as a life skill. Our science students were “budding” Botanists during the 

month of March. Ask your Botanist, “What is Photosynthesis? “ We will be starting our next unit 

on how matter travels through an ecosystem. 

 

ELA MCAS testing will be during the week of April 13th. In preparation for this test, we ask  you 

to please make sure that students are completing their homework assignments and reading 20 

minutes per night.  Students should get a good night’s rest and eat a healthy breakfast prior to 

testing.  

 

It is that time of year when school supplies are running low. Please check with your child to see if 

he/she is in need of supplies so that he/she is prepared for class. As always, we sincerely appre-

ciate all of your support to ensuring your child has a successful school year.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

The 5th Grade Team 

 

Grade 5 News 
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This month, students will partake in MCAS 2.0. At SWIS. We are excited about an assessment that 

not only measures achievement and growth of students’ curriculum based success, but also their de-

velopment as 21st century learners. In this day and age, nearly every profession requires applicants to 

pass a computer-based test for certification or licensure. Given this trend, Media Literacy students 

have come to view test taking as a life skill. We remind students to slow down and read deeply. The 

highlighter is a terrific tool for active digital readers. 

 

In April, we will engage in a Participatory Photography Project, which will allow students to under-

stand the past, while at the same time, gaining a clearer picture of the future of our Arboretum. Stu-

dents will formulate connections between their photos and essays on stewardship ethics, such as Aldo 

Leopold’s “Land Ethic.” The dissemination of these photos at a public exhibit will create dialogue 

about human relationships with the land. The culminating exhibit will debut in the Arboretum on 

May 19th from 12:00-2:00 p.m. during a walking tour for the community, featuring outdoor independ-

ent learning stations for attendees to interact with. Artist in residence, Alice Mizrachi, will also reveal 

her “Mother Earth” mural as part of this event. 

 

Grade 5 students will participate in a hurricane simulation to test the houses they have constructed 

from recycled materials during Next Generation Integration classes. Each house will be judged for du-

rability, livability, and strength. 

 

 

Media Literacy News 
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Mr. Lesley and I can’t begin to believe that March has already come to a close! My how the time just flies!  

 

The third grade students have just finished the Ukelele unit and have begun learning the songs for their con-

cert. Students will be performing on STEM night which is Thursday, May 10th at AHS. Please keep an eye 

out for notices as we are still deciding what time the students will perform.  

 

Fourth graders have just completed their recorder units and are beginning to learn songs for Memorial Day! 

The Memorial Day concert will be held during the day here at SWIS on Friday, May 25th. Please keep an 

eye out for more information. 

  

The All Town Band Concert was an absolute success!! We can’t even begin to describe how proud we are 

of all of our students in band. They worked tremendously hard and it showed. We are now beginning to prep 

for our final concert of the year which will be in June. 

 

The SWIS String Society is in full gear! We are continuing to work on songs in our books with bows and 

are getting excited for our upcoming concert! The final concert for our SWIS string students will be on 

Wednesday, May 23rd at 6:30pm at the high school.  

 

The SWIS Honor Choir is having a rockin’ time learning the music for our upcoming concert. The Honor 

Choir is sure to put on a great show on Wednesday, May 23rd at 6:30pm at the high school. Parents please 

keep an eye out for notices home as a few rehearsal dates have changed. 

 

Thank you for all you do for our music program, we truly couldn’t do it without you!  

  

Mr. Lesley & Mrs. Caruso 

The Music Corner with Mr. Lesley and Mrs. Caruso 
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As you may be aware, MCAS 2.0 is just around the corner.  There are various activities that you can do at 
home with your child to help prepare them for the test. We strongly recommend daily practice of basic math 
facts by using flashcards, Xtra Math, or even a math fact app on the phone or tablet.   

 

There will be word problems on the test.  Practicing basic reading comprehension can also help your child 
to better comprehend and complete word problems. Perhaps have your child choose a book to read either 
to you or independently.  Ask them to share a brief summary of what they have read.  You could even ask 
their favorite and least favorite parts of the book. Word problems can be very tricky.  Encourage them to 
use the strategies their teachers have taught them in class.  For example, some teachers use the CUBES 
Method to help break down the word problems.  Ask them to show you how to use the strategies they have 
been taught. 

       

One of the most important things for your child to remember during MCAS, or any test, is to remain calm. 
There are activities that you can do with your child to help them stay calm. Breathing is probably the num-
ber one calming activity.  Have them practice taking deep breaths to relax.   

 

Finally, help your child be excited for testing day. If you are excited about the test, your child will be excited 
too!  This is their opportunity to show everything they have learned during the school year. 

 

Math is Everywhere !!! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

April 2018 April 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

MARCH 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 

PTO Mtg. 

6:30pm 

3 4 Seniors 

to Visit 

Art Club 

3:15-4:15pm 

5  Tech. 

Support  

9:00am  and 

Rev. War 10&1 

Presentations 

6 7 

8 9 10 11 
MCAS  

ELA 

Gr.3,4,&5 

12 
MCAS 

ELA 

Gr.3,4,&5 

13 

Officer Phil 

Program 

Gr.3 & 4 

14 

15 16  NO 

SCHOOL 

  April 

Vacation 

17 

Enjoy 

18 

Your 

19 

Week! 

20 

 

21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

April 2018 



 

Sun 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1   PDD 

 

1/2 day  

students 

2 3 4 5 

6 7 
PTO MTG. 

6:30pm 

8 9 MCAS 

MATH 

Gr.3,4,&5 

10 MCAS 

MATH Gr.3,4,5 

Festival of Arts 

4:00-7:00pm 

11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 SWIS 

Strings & 

Honor Choir 

6:30pm AHS 

24 

Memorial 

Day 

Concert 

25 26 

27 28 No 

School 

Memorial 

Day  

Observed 

29 30 31   

May 2018 




