
Home, school and community, a   

winning combination when these 

entities work together in the best 

interest of students, which is exactly 

the case here in Auburn. 

In the Auburn Public Schools, we are 

fortunate to have earned the support 

of our students’ families and of the 

Auburn community at large.  This is 

not, however, something that we take 

for granted, but rather an ideal to 

which we remain committed on an 

annual basis.  In fact, as with our 

commitment to continuous           

improvement in terms of our         

educational opportunities,      

strengthening our community       

connections is an area to which we 

are likewise committed to continually 

improving. 

Thankful for the support we receive 

from the Auburn community and its 

many citizens, the APS Team believes 

strongly in giving back.  This edition of 

the District Quarterly Newsletter is 

dedicated to that very ideal:  the  

importance of community              

connections and in teaching our   

students, through our words and our 

actions, the importance of giving back 

and in doing our part to make the 

lives of Auburn citizens, and therefore 

the Auburn community, in general, 

even better than it is already. 

As you enjoy reading this newsletter, 

you’ll see evidence of our commit-

ment to ensuring the parents of our 

students remain vital and contributing 

members of the APS Team, with us 

showing our sincere appreciation for 

their incredible donations of time.  

You’ll read about our collaboration 

with other Town departments, this 

done in the best interest of our     

District and of the Town of Auburn, in 

general.  You’ll likewise read about 

how our students share their talents 

with the community, one example 

being through melodic songs 

they sing at the Annual Tree 

Lighting, at the Memorial Day 

program or at home football 

games and at holiday concerts.  

And you’ll read about so much 

more... 

On behalf of the Auburn Public 

Schools, I thank you for your 

ongoing support of our         

programs and, most especially, 

of our students.  As a District, 

we commit to continuing to do 

our part to give back, working 

together to make the Auburn 

community the best that it can 

be!  WE ARE AUBURN! 

Wishing you and yours the    

happiest of holidays as well as 

a healthy and happy 2017! 

Yours in Education, 

Dr. Maryellen Brunelle 

Superintendent 

Partnering for Success 
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students and we are fortunate to 

have such a committed community 

to work alongside.                   

Because the research evidence is 

long standing and so compelling, 

the Auburn Public Schools works 

hard to develop partnerships with 

families and the Auburn           

community at large and this      

edition of our District Newsletter is 

a clear testament to that mission.  
 

Dr. Kathy Lauzé 

Assistant Superintendent  
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In addition, several studies     

identify specific practices that 

impact the achievement of      

students.  When teachers out-

reach parents, there is strong 

evidence that students make 

strong and consistent gains in 

both reading and math. Other 

effective outreach practices    

include face to face meetings, 

sending additional support      

materials home, and                

communicating about progress.  

Offering workshops for parents on 

helping their children at home is 

also highly linked to higher      

reading and math scores (Marcon, 

1999;  NCSE, 2005; Walberg, 

1989). Partnering with families is 

a critical component of the      

educational success story of our  

Research tells us that families have 

a major influence on their          

children’s achievement in school. 

“When schools, families, and     

community groups work together to 

support learning, children tend to 

do better in school, stay in school 

longer, and like school 

more” (Henderson & Mapp, 2002).  

Other studies (Epstein & Janson, 

2004; Marcon, 1999; Sui-Chu & 

Willms, 1998) found that students 

with involved parents, regardless of 

income or background, are more 

likely to “earn higher grades and 

test scores and enroll in higher-

level programs; be promoted, pass 

their classes, and earn credits; and 

attend school regularly; have better 

social skills; show improved       

behavior; adapt well to school; and 

graduate and go on to post-

secondary education.”  

Auburn Public Schools:  Honoring     

Tradition while Embracing the Future 



            

If you take a moment and Google “new definition for good schools” you will 

find myriad perspectives provided by a variety of people and organizations. 

At the top of one list authored by Terry Heick, it states, “a good school will 

improve the community it is embedded within and serves.” As a member 

institution of the Auburn Public Schools, we make it a point to do our part to 

help improve our community in recognition of the support the Auburn    

community shows us each year.   

The involvement of our students in community      

activities within Auburn is wide and deep. Some of the 

many acts of service our students participate in dur-

ing the year include raking leaves and shoveling snow 

for our senior citizens, providing books and canned 

goods for families at Auburn Youth and Family      

Services, sending care packages to our community members serving 

in the military and providing free athletic clinics to the children of 

Auburn. Further, our Student Council sponsors a very successful 

Relay for Life, Ataxia Walk and Haunted Hallway, in addition to other 

events through the year. Our students also participate in the CARE 

mentoring program facilitating discussions with students at Swanson 

Road Intermediate School about self-esteem, bullying, internet safety 

and making healthy choices.  

Although this is far from an exhaustive list, this is a sampling of how 

Auburn High School and its students reach out to different parts of 

the Auburn community.  As the African proverb states, “It takes a 

village to raise a child.” We are happy that 

our students are able to give back to Auburn 

in so many ways, and are thankful for your 

continued support.  

Mr. Casey Handfield, 

AHS Principal 

SPARK 

In mid-October, the grades 7 and 8 SPARK 

classes went to Life Care 

Center of Auburn on two 

separate occasions. For 

the first community   

service field trip, the 

grade 8 class decorated cookies and      

created three scarecrows with the residents. 

These scarecrows decorated the front of the 

building which provided a festive charm to 

all Life Care residents, staff 

and visitors. In the second 

meeting, the grade 7 students 

were paired up with residents 

to create an autumn-themed craft. Everyone 

involved in these fun filled excursions     

commented about how rewarding the     

experience was. We hope to return to Life 

Care Center of Auburn next trimester with 

our new SPARK students. 
 

National Junior Honor Society (NJHS) 

NJHS completed a fund-raiser to raise 

money, along with the Auburn Rotary Club, 

for Purple Pinkie Polio Awareness.  NJHS 

sold Boo-grams during lunches for 2 weeks 

in October and all proceeds were sent to the 

Auburn Rotary Club.  Students were able to 

send a note, along with a lollipop to their 

classmates or teachers to bring a smile to 

their faces.  Along with supporting Polio 

Awareness, students were given the       

opportunity to “Pay it Forward” and brighten 

someone's day with the 

Boo-gram!!! 

 

Student Council (STUCO)  

Student Council has 

worked with Auburn Life 

Care; students are going 

over once a week, some-

times twice a week to work with the activity 

director and residents. They have helped 

pack the Christmas Shoe Boxes that are 

delivered overseas to children less          

fortunate. They have helped decorate the 

dining rooms on different floors. They have  

worked with the residents on crafts during 

activity time.  

 

Student Council helped collect 

food for the Auburn Youth and 

Family Services Food Drive; 

STUCO donated several boxes of 

food and 28 turkeys for families 

in Auburn. 
 

The AMS Student Council is in the process of 

collecting toys for the AYFS toy drive which is 

from December 1st to 15th.   

 

Student Council is joining with the Art club to 

create wooden spoons to sell as part of Project 

Bread. This program raises awareness about 

hunger in Massachusetts.  

 

"Here in Massachusetts there are nearly 

675,000 residents–adults and children–who 

at times during the year, are going without 

food.  Every one of Project Bread's    

programs respects the honor and 

dignity of the individuals and    

communities we serve. We take a 

fresh approach to ending hunger with 

unique programs that grow" 
 

AMS Band 

The 8th Grade Chorus honored veterans at 

their Tri 1 Concert with a “Salute to Service 

and   Service Song Medley” featuring a slide-

show of performers’ family members who are 

veterans.   

8th Grade members of the AHS Marching   

Band accompanied family and friends in sing-a

-longs at the Annual Holiday Tree Lighting. 
 

No Shave November 

American Cancer Society recognizes November 

as men's health month, and 

this piggybacks on the 

“November Movement,” 

where men start the 

month clean-shaven and grow a mustache, 

and when people ask about it, there is an   

opportunity to talk about ACS, health        

awareness, and cancer research. 

 

Contributors to this article: Mr. Joe Gagnon,       

Mrs. Tammy Bailey, Mr. Collin Myers, Mr. Jared 

Kahn, Mrs. Sherri Watson, Mrs. Melissa      

Dupuis, and Mrs. Karin Graves. 

FROM FINE ARTS... 
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COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS AT AHS  

The Auburn High School Marching Band, the 

High School Choir and the 4th and 5th grade Jr. 

Choir all helped kick off the holiday season at 

the Annual Christmas Tree Lighting last Friday 

night. The performance included holiday       

favorites including "Rudolph," "Santa Claus is 

Coming to Town," 

and "Let it Snow."  

This event is   

always well     

attended and this 

year was the first 

year that the High School Choir and Jr. Choir 

participated in the festivities. Over 75 Auburn 

musicians helped greet Santa as he arrived on 

the Fire Truck and together we all counted down 

to the lighting of the tree. 
 

The Jr. Choir also performed during the 75th 

Commemoration Ceremony for Pearl Harbor on 

Dec. 7th at the Auburn Senior Center. This was 

the first major public performance for this new 

ensemble comprised of 4th and 5th grade    

singers. Kristina Caruso is a new music teacher 

at Swanson Road Intermediate School and she 

directs the Jr. Choir. The performance was well 

received by all those in attendance, some of 

whom were moved to tears. This well attended 

and televised         

ceremony was a     

fantastic learning  

opportunity for the 

students involved. 

Students in Jr. Choir 

learned about the importance of service to our 

country and giving back to our local community. 

Teaching these lessons is important to the Fine 

Arts Department and 

the entire APS            

community. 
 

Mr. Collin Myers 

Director of Fine 

Arts 



room, walking club, library, rockets to 

reading, and fluoride volunteers on a 

regular basis.  We also have a     

number of folks who help us during 

special events such as Spree Day 

and Polar Express Day.  These     

volunteers not only help with these 

events, but they set an example for 

our students.  They demonstrate the 

importance of giving back and for our 

young students, these role models 

help to teach our students about the       

importance of community. 

Our students are also enthusiastic 

participants in initiatives designed to 

support the larger Auburn and world 

community.  Students have collected 

food items and personal hygiene 

goods to send to a Bryn Mawr Dad 

deployed with his medical unit in 

Afghanistan.  Our relationship with 

Auburn Youth and Family Services 

continues to be strong.  Our students 

and staff have adopted a family for 

their summer program, we have  

collected pajamas, books and 

food items at numerous times 

during the school year.  Veteran’s 

Day is an important time for us to 

teach students about the        

veterans and the many sacrifices 

they have made for us and our 

country.  Each year in the fall, we 

collect candy, socks, and gloves 

to donate 

to     

homeless 

veterans.  

Finally, 

Memorial 

Day is 

always a special time of year for 

us.  Again, we teach our students 

about the meaning of Memorial 

Day while also helping them to 

connect to family members who 

have served in the military. 

Our most recent tradition, 

“Special Person Day,” allows   

students to have a special person 

The students and staff at Bryn Mawr 

School are so thankful for the many 

ways they are supported by the    

Auburn community.  It is our firm 

belief that it 

takes a   

village to 

raise a child, 

thus we  

encourage 

and welcome 

connections 

to the community with the hope 

these connections will help each of 

us to be better neighbors, better 

teachers, better leaders and overall 

better people. 

This year, Bryn Mawr School has  

increased 

the number 

of volunteer 

opportunities 

within the 

school.  We 

have class-
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join them in their classroom to 

see some of their school work, to 

complete a craft and this year, to 

join the student for lunch.  While 

this is certainly a treat for our 

students, we hope it also serves 

to show the families and friends 

of our students that they are  

appreciated.  They are            

appreciated for the support they 

give to the students and to Bryn 

Mawr School. 

I will end where I began:  It takes 

a village to raise a child.  The 

students and staff at Bryn Mawr 

School are truly appreciative to 

be a part of the wonderful village 

called Auburn.  Thank you all for 

your continued support of the 

Auburn Public Schools. 

Dr. Beth Chamberland 

Bryn Mawr Principal, 

 

 

hats to donate to children fighting cancer through Dana 

Farber. We celebrated with our school-wide Silly Hat Parade 

in November. Again, we ran our Fall Food Drive to help the 

local Auburn families that need our support. 
 

We began a wonderful new tradition this fall during       

National School Lunch Week. Each student invited one 

special person to join them for lunch. As we can all agree, 

“Good Food is sweeter, when shared with Good Company.” 

We continue to invite families to school for our grade level           

community celebrations in which we impress families with 

our student performances. 
 

As stated by Brian Solis, 

“Community is much more than 

belonging to something; it’s 

about doing something together 

that makes belonging matter.” 

We all belong to our “PAK Pride” 

and we are committed to    

working together for our community. 

Mrs. Jennifer Stanick 

Pakachoag Principal 

Community connections is of the utmost importance to 

a successful school. To that end, the staff at Pakachoag 

Elementary School works to ensure that we continue our 

strong community support and relations. 
 

The PAK staff believes strongly in the benefit of        

Community Service Learning Projects for our students 

and staff alike. Last year, we participated in school-wide 

projects which benefited the food pantry at Auburn 

Youth and Family Services and brought awareness to 

the fight against ALS with our “Shake it Off” video that 

was highlighted on Charter TV3. Our grade level projects 

included a pajama book drive to benefit a local woman’s 

shelter and the combined landscaping efforts to beautify 

and make PAK our home. 
 

This year, our second 

grade staff and students 

kicked off our Community 

Service Learning with our, 

“Mad Hatter Hat Drive.” 

Together our PAK       

community collected 

$600.00 and over 100 

BRYN MAWR IS THANKFUL FOR OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS 

PAKACHOAG COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS 

“High-quality and high-performing school have strong partnerships                                      

with their students’ families and communities.” 

-Steve B. Sheldon 



 

Community in the classic sense is considered a 

group of people sharing a common goal.  At 

Swanson Road Intermediate School, we          

recognize the importance of home, school, and 

community partnerships and its impact on    

student success.  As such, one of our primary 

goals has been to seek creative ways to support 

teaching and learning by providing opportunities 

that enrich the curriculum and support          

students’ social-emotional growth.  As a new 

school community, we continuously seek ways in 

which to better understand how to engage all 

students and families with the goal of          

broadening opportunities at SWIS before, during 

and after school. 

Our school’s partnerships throughout our      

community are not stand-alone projects or     

simply fun before and after school programs.  

These are well thought out opportunities that are 

integrated with the school’s overall mission and 

goals. As such, the Swanson Road Intermediate 

School grows as a learning community dedicated 

to the academic, social, physical and emotional 

needs of each student.  We are continuously 

strengthening connections within our school and 

throughout the Auburn          

community.   

Examples of bringing families 

into the school community are 

realized through our Parental 

Involvement activities at each 

grade level throughout the school year.  We 

also invite parents and families in for special 

events such as ice cream socials, evening 

events, presentations, performances,          

competitions, and celebrations.  All of these 

support our students. 

We have a strong belief in connecting student 

learning to our community at large by          

continuously responding to needs seen around 

us through a variety of community service 

learning projects.  Just this year, our students 

filled 28 boxes with candy and cards and 

mailed them to U.S. troops serving worldwide.  

We have collected hundreds of pounds of food 

to support A.Y.F.S. and have gone beyond our 

community to help children and families 

around Massachusetts and around the world.  

This year’s “Turkey Trot” raised $4,000 for a 

school in need in South Africa.  Most recently, 

students have been decorating wooden spoons 

to be sold at upcoming concerts in an effort to 

support “Project 

Bread” to feed   

families in need.  

In bridging learning 

and expanding our  

community         

connections, we have also been involved in 

several community engagements. The SWIS 

Honor Choir performed at the Auburn Tree 

Lighting earlier this month and recently at the 

Pakachoag Senior Center in remembrance of 

Pearl Harbor.  Veterans were recognized,     

applauded for their service, presented with  

student-made cards and entertained with a 

variety of musical pieces.  

SWIS has also been involved in creating a green 

space for the community by breathing new life 

into Auburn’s Arboretum.  Working with the  

Regional Environmental Council, MA Agricultural 

Council, MA Cultural Council, Bay Path,         

professors at Clark University and Holy Cross, 

along with local Auburn businesses, we have 

been reviving the arboretum and courtyard on 

SWIS grounds. 

Before, during and after school programs have 

brought a new level of engagement that       

address and support all 

types of learners.     

Currently there are 

twelve enrichment               

opportunities at SWIS ranging from music to art, 

to health and fitness, theater, leadership, Lego 

robotics, and competitive Vex robotics, as well 

as math clubs at each grade level.  All of these 

dynamic programs, along with our community 

engagement opportunities for our students and 

families, have strengthened the community of 

the Swanson Road Intermediate School.  It truly 

does take a village.   

Dr. Susan Lopez 

SWIS Principal 

There is no doubt that social media 

sites like Facebook, Twitter and 

Instagram have taken over the 

internet as the primary way that 

people connect and access       

information online.  The ease of 

access through computer, tablets 

and phones has made it easier and 

easier for people to access all their 

desired content quickly and easily.  

Where once sites like Facebook 

were used primarily by savvy     

computer users, they have become 

commonplace for all users, in some 

instances becoming the only way 

less experienced users access   

information.  For this reason, the 

Auburn Public School District has 

embraced social media as part of 

our effort to effectively communi-

cate to all members of our educa-

tional community. 

The Auburn Public School District 

embraced social media through 

Facebook several years ago and 

we maintain a page that regularly 

highlights the outstanding efforts 

of our staff and students.   On our 

Facebook page you will find high-

lights of the many activities and 

success stories that take place on 

a daily basis in our schools.  You’ll 

find photos of elementary school 

celebrations and events, along 

with announcements of the      

numerous achievements of our 

Middle and High School students.  

Our Facebook page is a             

celebration of our District and   

allows everyone a chance to view 

the day-to-day experiences that 

make our schools so successful. 

More recently we have taken to 

Twitter to offer people a chance to 

connect with more specialized 

members of our school community.  

Many members of our school    

community from our                  

Superintendent, Dr. Brunelle,   

principals and teachers maintain 

Twitter accounts to spread relevant 

information and communicate with 

their followers.  A quick search of 

Auburn on Twitter will reveal many 

people who are using Twitter to 

communicate with the school     

community; a partial list can be 

found below.  I encourage everyone 

to follow these accounts so that you 

can get the latest information from 

our staff. 

Facebook Accounts 

Auburn Public School District: 

https://www.facebook.com/

auburnps 

Auburn Public Schools Nutrition 

Program: 

https://www.facebook.com/Auburn

Nutrition 

Twitter Accounts 

Superintendent, Dr. Brunelle: 

@APSSuper 

Auburn High School: 

@AuburnRockets 

Auburn Middle School: 

@AMSRockets 

Swanson Road Intermediate 

School: @SwansonRoad 

Auburn Technology Director Mr. 

Bouvier: @E_Bouvier 

AHS Vice-Principal Ms. Donahue: 

@CoachDAHS 

AHS Guidance Counselor Mrs. 

Jarvis: @AHSjarvis 

AHS Guidance Counselor Mrs. 

Sampson: @AHSasampson 

AHS Class of 2017: 

@Auburnclassof2017 

AHS Class of 2018: 

@auburn2018 

AHS Class of 2019:  

@2019AHS 

AHS Rocket Superfans: 

@AHS_RocketPower 

 

Mr. Eric Bouvier 

Director of Technology 
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SWIS Community Connections  

Connecting with the Community Through Social Media 
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Our community is very important to us.  

Our mission is to work together and share 

the vibrancy and opportunities that help 

us all expand the health and well-being of 

children and families here in 

Auburn.  

We look forward to developing 

additional partnerships with 

our community and our     

Auburn Food Services        

Program.  Most recently, this 

fall we featured National School 

Lunch Week promotions at Bryn 

Mawr and Pakachoag schools. 

School Lunch was    highlighted 

with our Special   Person Day at 

BM and Bring a Special Person to Lunch at 

Pakachoag which was very much enjoyed by 

so many parents, grandparents and special 

friends!  We are so happy to enjoy our      com-

munity at school events. We provided pencils 

and special USDA Discover MY Plate Early 

Readers for first grade students 

to learn about healthy eating,  

reading and coloring pages.  It 

was an awesome opportunity to learn and grow 

through healthy   eating and learning! 

We encourage more students to join us for 

breakfast and lunch at school for great        

nutrition, great value and convenience for our 

families!                                     Mrs. Janice King 

 Director of Food Service 

Community Partnerships for Auburn Food Services 

the Town was already using the Unipay Gold 

system for online payments for a few         

departments, which meant it was possible for 

the school department to easily transition to 

this option. 

Over the summer, the District invited Unibank 

to come in and do a presentation of the    

services that they could provide to the Auburn 

Public Schools.   We liked what we saw and 

knew that it would be a great opportunity to 

implement these changes to support our  

families.   The staff at Unibank was incredibly 

supportive and walked us through the Unipay 

Gold website, assisting our Technology team 

and various department staff with set up, 

linking it directly to our website and assuring 

that the information needed in the collection 

process was 

acceptable for 

our needs. 

The Unipay 

Gold program was introduced in late August 

2016, just in time for parents to pay online for 

their child’s iPad insurance fee.  We also 

rolled out the option of online payments for 

the Preschool tuitions, allowing families to 

make monthly online payment avoiding the 

hassle of mailing checks or bringing in cash, 

all done in the comfort of their own homes.   

Since August, we have found the online option 

to be warmly welcomed by families and staff, 

with only a few initial glitches.   

Since rolling out the iPad Insurance and       

Preschool Tuition payments with relative ease, 

we have decided to take on including the     

remainder of our fee based programs, namely 

the Before and After School Program tuitions 

and the Transportation Fee.   We are currently 

in the process of preparing to open these    

options to our families after the first of the New 

Year.  The Transportation Fee will be able to be 

paid on-line and the registration form dropped 

off or mailed to the Central Administration  

building.   However, we have installed a kiosk in 

our central office that will allow a parent to drop 

off the registration and sign-in to their account 

to pay online from the convenience of our     

office.   This kiosk will also be available to all for 

making online payments, should you only have 

a credit or debit card at the time.  (Credit card 

fees will apply.) 

We are very pleased with the results of the   

program at this time and are happy that we can 

offer an option of ease to our busy families.   

Please feel free to contact the Business       

Department directly if I or my staff can be of 

further assistance to you.  Best wishes for a 

wonderful holiday season! 

Mrs. Cecelia Wirzbicki 

Business Manager 

Business Matters 

During FY2016 the Auburn Leadership 

Team began discussing the idea of      

accepting online payments to better    

support our school families.   With all the 

technology the schools are providing to 

our students, the Team felt we could   

better utilize technologies available to us 

while providing a level of ease to our   

families.  Since we were in agreement that 

this would be a valuable service, the task 

at hand was to secure more information 

on what we could provide and how and 

when we could potentially roll it out to the    

Auburn community.    

We began researching what other school 

districts were utilizing to provide online 

services to their communities and their 

level of satisfaction.  The results found 

Unibank to be a widely-used institution 

among many districts for this purpose, 

receiving positive feedback and high 

marks for ease of use and financial     

support for their customers.    Another 

aspect was to discuss this option with the 

Treasurer’s Office for the Town, to ensure 

that this would meet the depository and 

financial requirements needed in securing 

the online payments.   We discovered that 
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The Auburn Public Schools has a Safety Advisory Team that     

reports to the Superintendent of Schools. The team meets on a    

bi–weekly basis and consists of our School Resource Officer Brian 

Kennedy, Fire Chief Stephen Coleman, Fire Lt. Stephen Anderson, 

Building Inspector Caleb Moody, Middle School Assistant Principal 

Matt Carlson and Joe Fahey, Facility Director.  

The community connection this group brings, by pulling together 

the knowledge, expertise and resources of each from their own 

profession, allows them to be successful in overseeing the safety 

and security of all students, staff and District buildings.   

Over the years Auburn’s Safety Advisory Team has participated in 

safety seminars across the Commonwealth, learning what this 

local team has known for some time:  strong community           

connections really do count! 

The Auburn Safety Advisory Team has been in been in existence 

for nine years. As a group, they have much to be proud of, all of  

SAFETY ADVISORY TEAM—A Shining Example of Outstanding Collaboration  

to help a family in our         

community. 

The Leadership Team is      

currently working on a Public 

Service Announcement (PSA) 

pertaining to teenage drunk 

driving.  The athletes hope to 

reach out to younger members 

of our community to model 

responsible driving and the 

importance of making good 

decisions.  The PSA will air this 

spring.  The team is always 

looking for new opportunities to 

give back to the members of 

our special community. 

The winter sports season is 

underway with over 200     

student athletes taking part on 

seven varsity teams.  The    

student athletes invite all  

members of the community to 

come out and support their 

efforts.  We would also like to 

wish the  Auburn community a 

safe and happy holiday season.  

Thank you for your continued 

support of our student athletes.  

We could not do it without you.  

GO ROCKETS! 

Mr. Brian Davis 

Athletic Director 

FROM THE ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT 

Last year, the AHS Athletic  

Department started a        

Leadership Team that is made 

up of all the captains from the 

23 varsity sports teams.  The    

primary role of the Leadership 

Team is to forge community 

relationships and find         

opportunities to give back to 

the Auburn community for their 

support.  Last year, our main 

project was a “color run” in 

honor of Nicole Berthiaume, an 

AHS alumnus and student   

athlete.  Nicole lost a limb  

during a terrible boating     

accident.  The race was a huge 

success and collected over 

$4,500.00. 

Some of our other projects 

involve raking leaves and  

shoveling snow for residents in 

need.  It has been wonderful to 

see the residents’ reactions to 

the student athlete volunteers.  

This past week, the Leadership 

Team was able to give a local 

family a $500 check to make 

their holiday season a little 

brighter.  Over the summer, the 

family lost everything they had 

in a house fire.  The Leadership 

Team was honored to be able 
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which is focused on ensuring safe environments for students and  

staff.  While this is not a complete list, here are some of the team’s 

major accomplishments that have been realized over the years:    

developed safety floor plans for all buildings; made upgrades to all 

entrances; added classroom locks across the District; installed 

phones in all classrooms; and developed quick reference guides for 

all buildings. The team has been trained in the A.L.I.C.E. response      

protocol, along with helping to create a training video with students 

from Auburn High School that has been shown across the District at 

staff members’ faculty meetings. 
 

Without the collaboration of the dedicated individuals that comprise 

Auburn’s Safety Advisory Team, many of these accomplishments 

would not been realized in the timely manner they have been.      

Working together, we truly all do win, particularly our students and 

staff whose safety is a top priority!       

   Mr. Joe Fahey 

Director of Facilities 

The SEPAC (Special Education Parent Advisory Council) of the Auburn 

Public Schools is a group that is state-mandated and district-supported. 

This organization provides opportunities not only for parents of students 

on IEPs and 504s, but for all parents as well as interested community 

members to participate in activities and gain information to promote 

educational environments where  all students meet with success.  The    

Auburn SEPAC meets monthly at the Auburn Middle School and offers a 

different topic for discussion each month. They host speakers and   

experts in areas such as learning techniques to help your child with 

anxiety and depression, behavior management strategies and          

resources, bullying coping tools and resources about special education 

processes and programs. 

 

We all know that our children learn best when there are strong         

connections between parents, teachers and community members all 

working together. A child has numerous developmental needs    

throughout their lifetime; schools on their own are not equipped to  

address all of those needs. The partnerships developed between 

schools and families, especially now in our busy and demanding world, 

take effort and nurturing to meet the challenges students may face.  

The Auburn Special Education Parent Advisory Council is a valuable 

resource for our community. Auburn SEPAC is dedicated to fostering 

parent to parent and family connections through various means of  

support.  These include sharing personal experiences, providing       

resources and awareness on pertinent issues and continuing the work 

of building positive relationships between our schools and our          

community.  Please consider attending an upcoming meeting to       

participate in this important work!  

Mrs. Rosemary Reidy 

Director of  

Pupil Services 

 

SPECIAL EDUCATION PARENT ADVISORY COUNCIL

(SEPAC) 



We’re also on the web… 

visit us at  

www.auburn.k12.ma.us 

Auburn High School: 

99 Auburn Street, Auburn 

Tel: 508-832-7711 

Fax: 508-832-7710 

School Hours: 7:25 a.m. to 1:55 p.m. 

Casey Handfield, Principal 

chandfield@auburn.k12.ma.us 

Eileen Donahue, Assistant Principal 

edonahue@auburn.k12.ma.us 

Brian Davis, Athletic Director 

bdavis@auburn.k12.ma.us 
 

Auburn Middle School: 

9 West Street, Auburn 

Tel: 508-832-7722 

Fax: 508-832-8655 

School Hours: 7:45 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. 

Joe Gagnon, Principal 

jgagnon@auburn.k12.ma.us 

Matt Carlson, Assistant Principal 

mcarlson@auburn.k12.ma.us 
 

Swanson Road Intermediate School: 

10 Swanson Road, Auburn 

Tel: 508-832-7744 

Fax: 508-832-7732 

School Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Susan Lopez, Principal 

slopez@auburn.k12.ma.us 

Michael Lavelle, Assistant Principal 

mlavelle@auburn.k12.ma.us   
 

Pakachoag School: 

110 Pakachoag Street, Auburn 

Tel: 508-832-7788 

Fax: 508-832-7787 

School Hours: 8:25 a.m. to 2:55 p.m. 

Jennifer Stanick, Principal 

jstanick@auburn.k12.ma.us 

Bryn Mawr School: 

35 Swanson Road, Auburn 

Tel: 508-832-7733 

Fax:508-832-7735 

School Hours: 8:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

Beth Chamberland, Principal 

echamberland@auburn.k12.ma.us 
 

Central Administration: 

5 West Street, Auburn 

Tel: 508-832-7755 

Fax: 508-832-7757 

Office hours: 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Maryellen Brunelle, Ed.D., Superintendent 

mbrunelle@auburn.k12.ma.us 

Ailaine Zautner, Administrative Assistant 
 

Kathy Lauzé, Ed.D., Assistant Superintendent 

klauze@auburn.k12.ma.us 
 

Rosemary Reidy, Director of Pupil Services 

rreidy@auburn.k12.ma.us 

Kate Flynn, Administrative Assistant 
 

Cecelia Wirzbicki, Business Manager 

cwirzbicki@auburn.k12.ma.us 

Liz Lynch, Payroll Specialist 

Sharil Morin, Accounts Payable 

Sharon O’Connell, Secretary 
 

Eric Bouvier, Director of Technology 

ebouvier@auburn.k12.ma.us 
 

Joseph Fahey, Director of Facilities 

jfahey@auburn.k12.ma.us 
 

Janice King, Director of Food Services 

jking@auburn.k12.ma.us 

Cecile Leufstedt, Administrative Assistant 

 

 

“Our vision is to educate and 

prepare students for the 

opportunities and challenges  of  

a changing world.” 

Dr. Maryellen Brunelle 

Superintendent of Schools 

Auburn Public Schools 

5 West Street 

Auburn, MA 01501 

Tel: (508) 832-7755 

Fax: (508) 832-7757 

mbrunelle@auburn.k12.ma.us   
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Mark your calendars for the following upcoming events: 

Dec. 24th—Jan. 2nd Holiday Break 

Monday, January 9th Elementary PTO Meeting, 6:30 pm, BM 

   AHS FAME Meeting, 7:00 pm, AHS 

Friday, January 13th Half day for Students, PD in pm 

Monday, January 16th Martin Luther King Jr. Day  

   Observed – All buildings closed 

Friday, January 20th PAK Classroom Showcases 

Monday, January 23rd SEPAC Meeting, AMS, 6:30 pm 

Tuesday, January 24th  AMS National Junior Honor  

   Society Induction Ceremony, 6:30 pm 

Monday, February 6th Elementary PTO Meeting, 6:30 pm, BM  

Tuesday, February 7th BM Family Science Night, 6:30 pm 

Wednesday, February 8th Preschool and Kindergarten 

   Registration in the Presentation  

   Room at AHS: from 8:00—11:30 am; 

   1:00—3:00 pm; and 4:30—7:00 pm 

Friday, February 17th No School—February Vacation 

Monday, February 20th Presidents’ Day Observed—All buildings

   closed 

Tuesday, February 21st  No School—February Vacation 

Wed. Feb. 22-Fri. Feb. 24 Full days of school 

Friday, February 27th SEPAC Meeting, 6:30 pm, AMS 

 

You are encouraged to check the District calendar for the holiday 

concert schedule, www.auburn.k12.ma.us.  Happy Holidays! 

Interested in attending an athletic event 

during the winter months?  Come cheer 

on the AMS or AHS teams—it’s a great 

family event and you support the Au-

burn Rockets at the same time.  Go to 

www.auburn.k12.ma.us, click on Departments, then Athletics and 

then “Auburn Sports Schedules” for dates and times of home 

games.  GO ROCKETS! 

Check the calendar on 

www.auburn.k12.ma.us for upcoming 

events specific to your child’s school(s). 




