
Swanson Road 

Intermediate School 

I would like to thank all parents who attended our Parent Teacher Conferences in November. 

As educators, we value your commitment to your child’s learning.  Together, the SWIS staff 

continues the mission and vision of our school, sharing the same core values that drive all 

decisions to ensure each child is successful.  

 

Core Values: 

Student-Centered Decision Making 

High Expectations for All 

All Environments are Safe and Respectful 

Responding to Needs Based on Data 

Equitable Opportunities for All 

Dedicated to Continuous Improvement 

 

December brings with it the wonder of the holiday season.  This month will be filled with ex-

citement as we prepare for of upcoming concerts, in class performances, celebrations and va-

cation.  Please check email, our website, the Auburn Facebook page, Twitter, as well as your 

child’s backpack to stay up to date and catch a glimpse of all the great learning occurring at 

SWIS. 

 

During this season, we are reminded of the “Art of Giving.”  As a school community, we con-

tinuously find many ways in which to give.  Spending time helping a peer in need, or extend-

ing the gift of friendship, is equally as valuable as the generosity displayed in our school-

wide initiatives.   
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The spirit of giving began well before this holiday season and will surely be extended beyond.  

Thank you to our entire school community for the overwhelming support realized in the success 

of all of the SWIS fall Community Service Learning Projects:   

 

• Trick or Treat Veterans’ Candy Drive: Over 300 pounds of candy were shared with Veterans 

in Auburn and Worcester. 

• Food Drive results:  12 large boxes full of food were delivered to AYFS on 11/17 to help feed 

families in our community. 

• Operation Christmas Child:  Our Galaxy students and families donated hundreds of items 

that will be sent to children in need around the world during this holiday season. 

Pride and Purpose results:  $3,570.25 raised to support students in South Africa. 

 

Thank you for your support and generosity!!!  
 

Academic Updates: 

Literacy through the content: 

Instruction is focused on strategies used to deepen comprehension, 

increase fluency, utilize Higher Order Thinking Skills and ana-

lyzing multiple texts. 

Embedding reading strategies in all core subjects, as well as con-

stant technology integration. 

Instructional decisions continuously are based on analysis of current 

data and teacher observation, to both remediate skills and enrich 

student learning. 

Explicit instruction to strengthen the writing process along with 

‘short writes’ requiring text evidence are practiced daily.  

 

 *You can help your child improve their literacy skills by reading 

with them nightly.  Try to keep reading material in every room of the house.  Discuss current 

events and ask them to explain their thinking.  Debate “controversial” issues and ask them to 

argue the other person’s perspective.  Practice writing skills by mailing letters or emailing fami-

ly members living outside of Auburn using proper spelling and grammar.  Apply the “caption 

setting” on the TV for an extra boost of vocabulary, word recognition and fluency.  
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Math: 

Ongoing implementation of the Go Math program 

TenMarks online math is utilized to individualize instruction  

Identifying key information in problems 

Multiple strategies practiced to answer multifaceted prob-

lems  

Daily interventions continue to be refined to meet every child’s needs 

Opportunities for students to work in small, flexible groups with math teachers and support 

staff, providing support, and additional challenges to students.   

 

 *You can help your child improve mathematically by quizzing them on their facts while 

in the car, incorporating fractions and decimals while cooking etc… for more complex problems, 

add multi-step operations to help with their fact fluency.  Insist they use the strategies learned 

in school on nightly homework.  Box and underline key information in directions, write out all 

mathematical processes and label every problem. When checking over their homework, have 

them find their own errors, rather than pointing them out.  This will encourage critical reading, 

self-checking, accuracy and precise calculations.  Use online math games and resources on our 

website and in Go Math for extra practice and to challenge their mathematical skills.    

  

Science and Social Studies: 

Students love science and social studies.  Please seek ways in which you can support our 

units of study by taking your child to enjoy local museums, concerts, and historical sites.  

This not only reinforces their learning but will spark your child’s creative and inquisitive 

mind.  There are many discounted or free passes at local libraries as well as free family 

events to be found on line. 

 

 

Thank you again for your support in maintaining home and school connections. 

Wishing you a peaceful and joyful holiday season. 

Dr. Lopez 
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December brings cold weather, wind and snow. We will have more indoor recesses but 

please remember we go out most days, so we recommend students be prepared with 

warm coats, boots, hats ,and mittens as needed.   

Things to please keep in mind for your child’s health: 

Please check your child’s head regularly for any signs of dry scalp, or head lice.  If 

your child complains about an itchy scalp please check their heads for nits and lice, espe-

cially above the ears, at the back of their neck and on top of their head.  Pleases let us 

know ,as we will help you check and have suggestions for treatment.  

Talk to your child’s doctor about getting a flu shot.  Flu season is upon us and a flu 

shot protects your child against influenza (flu), which can really make them sick for up to 

several weeks. Consider having all members of the family vaccinated. 

Snow safety is so important to review with your child.  For sledding, skiing and even 

just walking on the sidewalks, crossing the street and in your driveway! Snow piles can 

be piled high and therefore obstructing a driver’s view of students when walking to 

school or in your neighborhood. If your child sleds, choose a safe place that has no trees 

or roads on or near the hill that they go down. If your child skis or snowboards ,remind 

them about wearing a helmet and following the rules at the locations they go to for these 

activities.  

 

                  Enjoy the spirit of the season ahead, the days off and all the family fun! 

dents were asked to keep a log 

of their reading by coloring in 

s’mores to represent the times 

they read.  It is always great 

to see how much reading is 

occurring at home!   

Our month long celebration 

culminated with our Annual 

Family Literacy Night.  Great 

books were shared under the 

glow of flashlights and stars, 

During the month of Novem-

ber, we celebrated literacy 

with the slogan, “Books take 

you on adventures.  Where 

will reading take you?”  Morn-

ing announcements included 

trivia related to books that 

students may have already 

read or books that your child 

may want to try reading.   

Throughout the month, stu-

words were built while play-

ing Giant BOGGLE, and 

bookmarks were created to 

mark the pages of our favorite 

books.  Thank you for helping 

us make reading come alive! 

News from the Nurse 

News from the Reading Team 
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Once again, I am proud to recount that our Random Acts of Kindness initiative has been met 

with tremendous success for the month of November. Students are not only performing multiple 

kind acts for one another and their teachers here at SWIS, but also throughout the community 

and abroad. Students collected leftover Halloween candies and donated it to our servicemen and 

women. A community service project lead by Miss Connell, saw a total of 7 boxes full of candy , 

a totaling 362 lbs 7 oz. This was donated to the Veterans Inc. facility of Worcester, all on behalf 

of the Swanson Road Intermediate School. 

Students here at SWIS have also been hard at work in their Physical Education classes partici-

pating in the annual Turkey Trot fundraiser. Between November 9th-23rd ,students have been 

running or walking laps during P.E. classes to see how many laps they can complete. They par-

ticipated in this activity in an effort to raise funds for the Pride ‘n Purpose charity that helps to 

benefit multiple disadvantaged villages in the country of South Africa. P.E. teacher, Mrs. 

Shane, heads this initiative and this year she will again be contributing to the Pride and Pur-

pose Organization on behalf of Swanson Road Intermediate School .Outstanding generosity has 

been shown by all. Students will participate in an assembly and will learn of their results, and 

also have a visit from “Tom” the Turkey. 

Our SWIS students have also participated in our annual food drive to help support local Auburn 

families in need. Throughout the month of November , SWIS students and their families were 

able to donate over 12 full boxes of food items and full Thanksgiving dinners to Auburn Youth 

and Families in time for the Thanksgiving Holiday. 

Our students at SWIS have a lot to be proud of, not only their academic achievements, but also 

their acts of generosity and compassion towards one another and throughout the community.  

Have a great Holiday!!! 

Yours in education, 

Michael Lavelle 

Assistant Principal  

Swanson Road Intermediate School 
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We hope all of our families had 
a wonderful and restful 
Thanksgiving break. As we say 
goodbye to November, we say 
hello to a very busy time of year 
for our students both at home 
and in school. There will be 
much excitement this month, 
and it becomes a bit more chal-
lenging for students to main-
tain focus on learning.  
In November, students were 
able to create volcanoes in art 
integration and will “erupt” 
them outside. The culmination 
activity of making them erupt 
will be a blast!  We will be fin-
ishing up our Changing Earth 
unit with earthquakes and will 
begin our Physical Science unit 
on the study of simple ma-
chines. 
In Math, we have completed 

Chapter 4 which involved strat-
egies for dividing with one digit 
divisors. It’s great to see the 
students use the different strat-
egies and mental math to di-
vide. Learning to estimate is an 
important real life strategy that 
we all use.  Many strategies for 
dividing involve multiplication 
and subtraction so keep prac-
ticing those facts.   
In Social Studies, we will be fin-
ishing our unit on immigration 
before the holiday break. After 
this, we will be studying the re-
gions of the United States for 
the remainder of the year. We 
will begin our study with the 
Northeast region.  
In Wonders, we are completing 
unit 2. The topic for this read-
ing unit is animals. The Big 
Idea is, “What can animals 

teach us?”. We have read some 
folk tales and plays with ani-
mals as the main characters. 
We also read nonfiction texts as 
well. The children have really 
enjoyed these animal selec-
tions. It is important that your 
child continues to read at home 
so they can practice the com-
prehension and vocabulary 
skills learned in class. At this 
time of year, there are so many 
wonderful holiday stories to en-
joy. Have your child read one to 
you or to a younger sibling. Not 
only will you be creating great 
bonding moments, but it will 
help your child’s fluency.  
We wish all our families a very 
Happy Holiday! Thank you for 
a wonderful 2017. We look for-
ward to working with you in 
2018. 

This month in Media Literacy classes, students are differentiating between their academic 

weaknesses and technological weaknesses as 21st century learners. As students begin to evalu-

ate the benefits of testing with an online platform, they are also formulating constructive criti-

cism and engaging in problem solving protocols. Through the Wonders curriculum, Grade 3 stu-

dents will learn valuable digital note taking skills that will be applied across the curriculum. 

Grade 4 students are engaging in an urban planning workshop designed to provoke inquiry 

skills as students master the integration of digital media using multiple Google for Education 

platforms. Grade 5 students have immersed themselves in a simulation exercise in which they 

must research a design problem. During Computer Science Education Week in December, all 

Media Literacy students will participate in an Hour of Code, a global movement that aims to 

“demystify” coding and broaden participation in the field of computer science.  

 

Grade Four News 

Media Literacy News 
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It's hard to believe we are already approaching the holiday season! Third graders con-

tinue to amaze us with all of their daily efforts! We have wrapped up our first reading 

unit in Wonders, enjoying stories about cultures, biographies, and great non -fiction 

texts. In our second Wonders Reading unit, we will cover Cooperation, Immigration, 

Government, and Survival while we read multiple stories across many genres. Please 

continue to encourage your child to read chapter books independently at home.  They 

should be focused on reading quietly for 15 minutes each day in order to strengthen 

their comprehension and improve their reading stamina.  Share your love of reading 

and discover some wonderful seasonal stories to enjoy as a family! 

We have completed our third unit of GO Math, Multiplication. Many students are 

showing great success learning their multiplication facts!  They LOVE multiplication, 

so please keep practicing at home!  We will continue exploring multiplication in Unit 4.  *Remember that stu-

dents should have mastered their addition and subtraction facts as we move on in upcoming multiplication and 

division units in GO MATH. 

In Social Studies ,we have completed our study of the Wampanoags, and all classes enjoyed a wonderful cul-

minating field trip to The Pequot Museum.  Thank you to our great PTO for this incredible learning adven-

ture!  We are involved in our study of the Pilgrims and their life in Plymouth now.  Students are enjoying the 

historical information and surprised to learn how hard life was for young children during this time in Massa-

chusetts history.  Ask them about Pilgrim Life in 1620! 

 During the month of December, we look forward to seasonal music programs and wonderful learning experi-

ences in all of our classrooms.   

Please continue to review your child’s planner and home folder for important information, notices, and graded 

work.  Thank you for helping your child study their math facts through XtraMath, apps, flashcards, or any oth-

er approaches you have found successful.  

Thank you for your continued support. We hope you have a wonderful holiday season. 

Grade 3 Teachers 

Third Grade News 
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Coming up in PE we will be focusing on cooperative games and team 

building.  We stress the importance of being able to work effectively 

within a team.  There is always a role for everyone and every voice 

should be heard.  We play games with cup stacks, hula hoops, keys and 

locks, blindfolds, puzzles, always encouraging students to work togeth-

er to achieve a goal.  We watch for students’ understanding of concepts 

and strategies as well as assessing skills. 

We completed our Physical Best Assessments in November and will be sending home the re-

sults in December and again in June.  The national averages are included on the back as a ref-

erence for each age group.  The scores we see at SWIS have a broad range and that is to be ex-

pected.  Year to year, as children grow, their assessment scores often fluctuate.  We just en-

courage them to continue practicing and to stay positive and patient.  With a lot of practice, 

they will see an improvement.  We don’t want their scores to ever leave them feeling discour-

aged.  If they are working hard, trying their best, that is all we can ask for!   

are being exposed to.  In Go 

Math, we are working on 

adding, subtracting, and 

multiplying decimals.  In So-

cial Studies, we are learning 

about how the very first colo-

nies came to be before we 

start our in depth studies of 

the Thirteen Colonies.  In Sci-

ence, we have finished our 

work with matter and finish-

ing up with energy and elec-

tricity before we venture into 

the world of life science, fo-

cusing on animals.   

 

The fifth grade teachers en-

joyed meeting all of our stu-

dent’s parents/guardians at 

parent-teacher conferences 

last month.  We appreciate 

all of the continued support 

to help make your child 

have a successful fifth grade 

year.   

 

What are we up to?  Well, 

during our ELA/Writing 

blocks, we are finishing up 

Unit 2 of the Wonders read-

ing program.  We continue 

to love the stories that we 

We continue to appreciate 

the donations of class sup-

plies.  With cold and flu sea-

son upon us, tissues, disin-

fectant wipes, and/or dry 

erase markers are always 

appreciated.  We appreci-

ate all the hard work that 

the students have been ex-

hibiting.  Happy Holidays to 

all of our fifth grade families.      

 

The Fifth Grade Team 

 

Physical Education News 

Fifth Grade News 
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The Music Corner with Mr. Lesley and Mrs. Caruso  
 

We are working very hard here in the SWIS music rooms! Our concerts are right around the 

corner and boy are we sounding good! Please keep an eye out as concert information will be 

passed out this week.  All concerts will be held at Auburn High School with at 6:30 start time 

on the following dates:  

 

3rd Grade: Monday, December 4th (This includes strings students as well)  

4th Grade: Wednesday, December 6th (This includes string students as well)  

5th Grade: Friday, December 15th (This includes band students as well) 

  

Fifth grade band has progressed quickly over the past few months. The students are sounding 

great and are really looking forward to showing off what they have learned at the upcoming 

concert. The kids are successfully playing in two parts and are showing some real growth.  

 

Our SWIS String Society members have been working relentlessly over the past few months! 

Our beginning students are not only using fingers, but are also starting to use the bow! The 

second year String Society members are reading music like mad men preparing for our up-

coming concert. I am SO excited for them to show off what they have been learning. 

The SWIS Honor Choir has been on quite a roll these past few weeks! We are preparing for a 
few upcoming performances in December. On December 1st ,our students were invited to 
sing at the Auburn Tree Lighting which will take place at 6pm at the Fire Station (near AHS).  
 

We are rocking and rolling here at SWIS!  

  

Mr. Lesley & Mrs. Caruso 
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Congratulations to the students from SWIS who were recognized by the Auburn Fire Depart-

ment for the drawings they created in art class, depicting important “fire safety awareness” 

messages! 

The following students took part in an “Awards Ceremony” at the Fire Department’s Head-

quarters on November 16, 2017!  Congratulations again!! 

Piper Doane 

Addison Heatwole 

Haylee Murphy 

Mya Rodriguez 

Amelia Whitney 

News From the Art Room 

Did you know that when children are exposed to diverse literature, they are provided with 
opportunities to develop mathematical understanding? Reading for fluency and understand-
ing is often the focus but it also important to share literature that encourages mathematical 
thinking. When we read with children, we can learn about how they may interpret ide-
as.  This opens up the opportunity to engage in discussion and ask questions to nurture 
their thinking.  In Math Academy, we continue to work on strengthening our mathematical 
thinking by reinforcing skills being taught in math class.  Our third graders are currently 
working on their multiplication facts, while the fourth graders are learning to divide by 1-digit 
numbers, and the fifth graders are adding and subtracting decimals. 

 

 

 

 

Math is Everywhere! 
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With the upcoming season, we wanted to extend our support to any families interested or in need of 

Holiday Support, as well as Fuel Assistance.  While we understand this may be sensitive information, 

we can certainly assist you in navigating financial supports for yourself and your family.  Listed below 

are local agencies that can provide financial support as well as fuel assistance.  Please feel free to con-

tact your child’s school counselor with any questions or concerns. 

 

Auburn Youth and Family Services- Holiday Giving 

21 Pheasant Court 

Auburn, Ma 01501 

508-832-5707 

 

Worcester Community Action Council- Fuel Assistance 

Denholm Building  

484 Main Street 

Worcester, MA 01608 

508-754-1176 

 

Partners for Community- Fuel Assistance 

11-13 Hampden Street  

Springfield, MA 01103 

413-272-2200 

 

 

  

Jamie Nikopoulos                                                                    Megan Berg 

Students A-H         Students I-Z 

jnikopoulos@auburn.k12.ma.us                                                      mberg@auburn.k12.ma.us      

SWIS Support– A Note from your Guidance Counelors 
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 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3    Grade 3  

        Concert 

       6:30 AHS     

       PTO 6:30 

4 5 6  Grade  

           4 

      Concert  

    6:30 AHS 

7 8  Breakfast 

     With Dads 

 

Report Cards Go 

Home 

9 

10 11 12 1/2 day 

        Students 

 

    CARE 10:30 

13 14 15  Grade 5  

         Concert  

        6:30 AHS 

16 

17 18 19  All  

       Concerts  

      Snow Date 

      6:30 AHS 

20 21 22 23 

24 25  

     

  

26 

    No  

  School 

27 

   No  

 School 

28  

   No 

 School 

29 

    No 

  School 

30 

31       

December 2017 


