
Auburn Public Schools:  Honoring  Tradition 
while Embracing the Future 

It is my pleasure to share with you this 

edition of the District Quarterly          

Newsletter which highlights the Fine 

Arts, Physical Education, Athletics and 

STEM programs of the Auburn Public 

Schools.  Contained herein are          

numerous articles that feature the     

District’s commitment to these          

important facets of our overall           

educational program, as well as our  

students’ and staff’s exemplary work.  

Additionally, there is an update regarding 

the Auburn Middle School building    

project and the upcoming planned    

transitions.   

As a District, we relish the opportunity to 

celebrate our students’ success, 

whether it comes in the classroom, on 

the stage, the athletic field or through 

any other venue.  Our commitment to 

excellence encompasses every  

aspect of our programming and 

focuses on each student,            

capitalizing on their strengths and 

building supports to assist them in 

overcoming challenges. 

Each article features activities and 

accomplishments from across the 

Auburn Public Schools.  From 

“spooner boards”  to snowshoeing, 

ribbon dancing to line dancing, 

award-winning performances and 

artistry to the expansion of the tech 

engineering program to now include 

an Environmental Engineering   

component at grade 8, I think you’ll 

agree that our students truly shine, 

exhibiting their “Auburn Pride” in 

all that they do. 

To our dedicated staff, conductors, 

artists and coaches alike, I offer 

sincere thanks for without you, this 

simply would not be possible.  Our 

students deserve the very best we 

have to offer them, including a 

rigorous academic program and a 

variety of opportunities that allow 

them to express themselves, both 

during the school day and beyond, 

in myriad ways.  Our commitment 

to them is unwavering. 

Thank you for your continued   
support…Happy Reading! 

Dr. Maryellen Brunelle 

Superintendent of Schools 

Celebrating the Arts, STEM and Athletics in the APS  

 The Festival of Arts, STEM and  

Wellness is once again on the    

horizon. This year it will take place 

on May 7, 2015 at Auburn High 

School from 4:00 to 7:30 pm.    

Artwork from every student in 

grades K-5 and artwork from every 

middle school and high school   

student who takes Art as a class 

will be showcased. 
 

Physical Education students from   

K-12 will proudly demonstrate their 

“hip” dance moves. These 

range from simple line dancing to 

complicated multi-step dance    

patterns. Music students, K-12, 

will perform throughout the entire 

festival. Science, Technology,       

Engineering and Mathematics 

(STEM) will also be highlighted.    

Various projects that students     

engage in throughout the year 

that bring these four vital areas    

together will be showcased on the 

third floor of AHS so as to allow 

visitors to have a more interactive 

experience. Check out the robots and 

the solar house designs.   
 

This is   always a fun family event 

that highlights the creative growth of 

students as they move through the 

grades. No matter the present age of 

your child, there will be much to see 

and look forward to as your child 

progresses through the grades. This 

is a free event and open to the   

public—please spread the word and 

plan to join us for an Afternoon/

Evening of the Arts! 
                                                         
Dr. Kathleen Lauzé,  
Assistant Superintendent for TLC 

March 2015 
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After silence, that which comes 
nearest to expressing the            

inexpressible is music.  

SAVE THE DATES:   

Auburn High School’s version of Legally Blonde will be performed on     

Friday, Saturday and Sunday, May 1st through 3rd and Auburn Middle 

School’s version of The Sound of Music will be performed on Friday and 

Saturday, May 15th and 16th….more details to follow but please mark your 

calendars now as you won’t want to miss these spectacular musicals! 

FESTIVAL OF ARTS,  STEM and WELLNESS 
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Rich with an uplifting story and music that soars, The Sound of Music will be performed by   
Auburn Middle School students May 15th and 16th at the Auburn High 

School auditorium.  This is an event you definitely do not want to miss!   

Based on the story of the Von Trapp Family Singers, the play is about a 
young woman, Maria Rainer. When she proves too high-spirited for the 
religious life in the Nunnberg Abbey, she is dispatched to serve as a 

governess for the seven children of a widowed naval captain.   

The production features 50 talented students, not to mention           
professional sets, costumes and choreography.   Lily McLaughlin will 
play the young and free spirited Maria who falls in love with Captain Von 
Trapp, played by eighth grader Derek Brigham.  Playing the von Trapp 
children include Paige Souda as Liesl, Nick Bartoli as Friedrich, Madison 

Poshkus as Louisa, Brayden Oldham as Kurt, Emma  McGrillen as Brigitta, Abby Frost as Marta, 
and Rachel Gervais as Gretl. Shea Brown will play Mother Abbess,  Joe Cook as Rolf, and Ashley 
Deneault, Liz Johnson, Hannah Roberts, and Alexis Strozina as the Abbey Sisters.  These local 
talents have been hard at work perfecting the advanced vocal harmonies of some of the world’s 
favorite songs including Do-Re-Mi, The Sound of Music, So Long Farewell, Favorite Things,    
Sixteen Going on Seventeen, The Lonely Goatherd, and Climb Every Mountain.   Another show 
highlight will undoubtedly be the chorus of ‘nuns,’ under the guidance of skilled Music Director, 

Juli Duchesneau.  

Auburn Middle School faculty from different academic and artistic backgrounds, volunteer 
many hours to this elaborate production.  Technology teacher Bill Wright designs and construct 
all of our sets and props including wall units, stairs, windows and doors. Art Teacher Michele 
Prunier is the creative talent who works collaboratively with staff and students to make masks, 
create props and paint scenery and backdrops.  Denise Collins is a huge help in a number of 
areas constructing sets, painting, and working backstage crew.  ELA teachers Sarah Connell 
and Jessica Young work with their eighth grade students writing and editing cast biographies for 
the playbill.  And a number of faculty members offer their time and talents after school assisting 
with sewing and artist projects.  They give so much of themselves to ensure the production is 

one the students and community are proud of.  

The production team is lead by Karin Graves, director along with Krissi Forgues, Christine     
MacGrory, Assistant Directors; student assistant Nicole Garry; Juli Duchesneau, Music Director; 
and Rachel Hearnlaye and Emma Furmanick, Choreographers.   

By Karin Graves,  
Play Director 

Auburn Middle School 

“Sound of Music” Chosen for AMS Spring Musical  

Bryn Mawr and MDS students have been having yet another very successful year in Music! All grade levels performed outstanding Holiday     

Programs this December 2014 that showed off all of their hard work and talent! 

This year, Grade 2 students have been exploring a wide variety of cultures through song. As our students work on discovering the culture of their 

own families in Social Studies this spring, we have spent this winter focusing on the music of the continents of Europe, Africa, and Asia. We have 

most recently completed songs from Eastern Europe and are moving onto Western Europe in the next couple of weeks. 

Our Grade 1 students have been working on a year long process of learning to read rhythms and staff line notation.  This fall, students began by 

writing short rhythm pieces and have moved onto simple melodic patterns that they then play on Boomwhackers and xylophones. 

Kindergarten continues their yearlong “Jedi Xylophone Training”! They are learning all about high versus low, big versus little bars, how to hold 

the mallets, and playing a steady beat while classmates sing. They have also been learning about reading rhythms, and have become great 

“music detectives,” decoding rhythm patterns and playing them on unpitched instruments! 

In our wider Bryn Mawr and MDS communities, this March, to celebrate “Music In Our Schools” Month, both schools will be holding Family      

Sing-A-Long Nights on March 18th at MDS and March 19th at Bryn Mawr at 6:30pm. All are welcome to come and join in on an evening of good, 

old-fashioned singing and fellowship of song! We hope to see you there! 

Also, as we go through Trimester 3, students will begin to prepare for our last 2 culminating events: our fun and active Festival of Arts, STEM, and 

Wellness on May 7th, as well as our moving and beautiful Memorial Day celebrations. We truly look forward to sharing these experiences with our 

families and the greater Auburn community. 

On behalf of all of our students and myself, I thank you for supporting the Arts at MDS and Bryn Mawr and in the Auburn Public Schools, in     

general.                 By Maria L. Garrow 

MDS/BM Music Teacher  

OMG you guys! Legally Blonde is 

coming to AHS! Based off the hit 

2001 film, this is one show you are 

not going to want to miss! Starring 

Tayla Foulkrod as Elle Woods, a   

sorority girl who follows her ex     

boyfriend, Warner Huntington III, 

(played by Adam Cook) to Harvard 

Law School in order to win him 

back.  With the help of her friends 

Paulette (Renee Morin) and Emmett 

(Evan Bylund), Elle challenges 

stereotypes and sets out to prove 

herself to the world.  Show dates are 

May 1st and 2nd at 7:00 p.m. with a 

matinee on May 3rd at 2:00 p.m. 

Tickets are $10 for adults and $8 

for students/senior citizens.  
By Ginny Bailey 

Senior Musical Director 

Auburn High School 

Every child is an artist.  The 

problem is staying an artist 
when you grow up.  

-Pablo Picasso 



As we all know, Mother Nature was very   

generous with the snow this February!  That 

was good news for our kindergartens through 

Grade 2 children at the Bryn Mawr and Mary 

D Stone Schools. They were finally able to go 

out and do some snowshoeing and sledding. 

Six years ago, this unit was implemented to 

get the children outdoors during our long 

New England 

winters. It 

was to      

introduce the 

children to 

activities they 

could do, and 

love to do, for 

years to come. Snowshoeing and sledding 

are fun, aerobic activities which can be done 

throughout your lifetime. They are also very 

family friendly activities! 

The snowshoes were purchased through a 

grant sponsored by the Auburn Chamber of 

Commerce with additional 

funds from the Physical    

Education budget of the    

Auburn Public Schools. The 

sleds, "Spooner Boards," were purchased with     

monies raised through the PTOs. I would also 

like to recognize the Auburn DPW, Mark 

Mahlert in particular, for plowing a terrific 

sledding hill for the students at MDS.  

The children are enjoying a wonderful        

experience and learning how to get much 

needed exercise during these long New     

England winters! 

By Betty Boehm 

Physical Education 

Teacher 

Mary D. Stone/ 

Bryn Mawr Schools 

USING SNOWSHOES AND SPOONER BOARDS—Fun Times! 

During the month of March, Physical          
Education students are experiencing the art 
of Chinese ribbon dancing.  They are     
learning about the history of this ancient art 
and are learning specific dances for each 
grade level.  In addition, students are    
creating small groups and are                 
choreographing routines with the skills they 

have learned.  After 
choosing music and           
developing the dance, 
they are performing the 
dances for their       
classmates.  It is fun to 
see the creativity and 
enthusiasm each group 

is displaying.  The feedback from the     
students has been very positive.  They are 
enjoying pulling together their ideas and 
forming them into very creative dances. 

By Ann Guinane 
Physical Education Teacher 

Julia Bancroft School 
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Winter in New England has always been a      
challenge, but the winter of 2014 – 2015 has really 
put to the test the strength and will of all          
communities.  Massive snow storms, extreme cold 
and school cancellations have made this winter 
one for the record books.  Everyone is waiting for 
the coming of spring and temperatures that do not 
take your breath away.  The one consistent that we 
have always been able to count on is that winter 
sports give us all something to look forward to and 
to root for. New England residents have the Celtics 
and the Bruins and the Town of Auburn has their 
basketball teams, hockey squads, indoor track       
athletes and cheerleading teams to entertain us 
through these Northeast winters. Our student-
athletes have done what it takes to succeed in the 
classroom as well as many wait for grades to close 
for the second trimester.  Expectations are high as 

academics are stressed as the 
number one priority to all of our 
athletes.  Our athletic program 
has stepped it up and performed 
with class and grace.  We have 
had our teams compete at the 
district and state levels and  
provided our student-athletes 

with situations and conditions that cannot be   
replicated anywhere else except on the court, on 
the mats, ice or track.   
 

Thank you to our coaching staff who has put in 
countless hours of work attempting to give our 
programs the best chance for success.  They all 
realize that winning and losing is not the only 
gauge in determining whether their program has 
reached its peak.  As parents we need to keep in 
perspective what athletic goals truly should be.  
Not many of our children will become college stars 
awarded scholarships and even 
fewer will move on to be         
professional athletes, but all will 
be in the work place needing to be 
on time, productive and committed 
to a career.  These are the traits 
that athletics are supposed to 
foster and ingrain into young 
minds.  We will not always like the coach and we 
will not always see eye to eye with the boss at 
work, but the lessons learned in athletics should 
have taught us that we move on for the common 
good. 
 

All school districts claim to be the best but not 
many follow through to actually see the vision 
come to life.  When you walk the halls in the    
Auburn Public Schools you soon realize that there 
is a vision, that steps are taken for all to reach the 
summit and that everyone is committed to be the 
best they can be.  There is a sense of pride in town 
that is special.  Remember that this can be fragile 
and hard work is the only thing that keeps that 
vision from being blurred.  I am honored and   
humbled to work with such passionate people.  
Certainly makes long New England winters easier 
to shovel. 

By Bill Garneau 
Director of Physical Education,  

Health and Athletics 

RIBBON DANCING AT  

JULIA BANCROFT 

Over the last few months, students have combined a set of skills such as learning new     
instruments, advancing vocal techniques and mastering stage performance techniques. In 
only another few short months they will have their chance to debut the skills and abilities they 

have acquired for an outstanding  musical performance at the Auburn Festival 
of Fine Arts, Health and Wellness.  We hope to see you there! 

By  Robert Lesley 
Music Teacher, Julia Bancroft School 

Julia Bancroft School 

INTRODUCING NEW INSTRUMENTS AT J.B. 

Do you know that our schools hold “Art     
Expression” classes?  These classes are 
scheduled weekly at both schools for small 
groups of students.  “Art Expression” classes 
provide hands-on, visual and tactile          
experiences for students.  Students are given 
the opportunity to express themselves freely, 
in a less structured, informal and “safe”   
setting, while exploring and experimenting 
with various art media.  This approach      
enables students to work independently, 
which fosters self-esteem and confidence.  
The main focus is on the “process,” not the 
“product,” of being creative.  In most cases, 

the experience     
results in both! 
 

By Gayla Bieksha 
Art Teacher 

Bryn Mawr/Julia       
Bancroft Schools 



Instructional Technology Class (affectionately called 
"Computers") at Auburn Middle School has been going very 
well this year.  All classes are concentrating on keyboarding 
skills so that students will meet the state standards goal of 
25 words per minute with five or fewer mistakes.  Topics 
also being covered include: e-mailing with attachments, use 
of Google Drive, online safety skills, and digital             
citizenship.  Sixth grade students have been getting an      
in-depth look at formatting in Microsoft Word.  The goal is 
for students to learn the skills that transcend platforms,      
allowing them to be more productive students.  Seventh 
grade students will be working on the Google Suite learning 
to share, collaborate, and really use the Google Apps for 
education to its fullest extent.  Our eighth grade students 
work, not only on their computer skills with programs like 
Microsoft Excel and Google Sheets, but also work on their 
impromptu writing skills with daily blog posts and thoughtful 
replies to teacher-generated questions.  All students are 
exposed to coding via Code.org and the 
eighth grade    students are even taught 
enough HTML to create their own     
webpages with both WYSIWYG and 
HTML.  Overall, it has been an exciting 
and fun year thus far in computer class. 
By Becky Harvey 
Instructional Technology Teacher 

The Physical Education department at Auburn Middle School has been able to offer  

different activities to our students.  One such activity is our Dance Unit.  The 6th and 7th 

grade students participate in line dancing.  Examples of this include the YMCA, Cotton 

Eye Joe, The Hustle, Electric Slide, Cha Cha Slide, and the Macarena.  The 8th grade  

students participate in Ballroom Dancing and Swing Dancing.  Participation is key to the 

success of this unit. The pictures below show some of the different dances being       

performed.  Additionally, students are currently  participating in the Fitness Gram      

Testing.  This activity gives us a baseline of cardiovascular endurance, muscle strength, 

flexibility, and muscular endurance.  This unit is performed at the beginning and end of 

each trimester in the hopes that each student has improved on their scores.  

   
                               By Denise Collins and Dave Lajoie 

Physical Education Teachers, Auburn Middle School 

Technology Engineering 

This year the Technology Engineering program expanded its offerings by adding an     
Environmental Engineering component.  This one trimester class is for 8th grade students 
who have previously taken Technology Engineering.  It is a STEM based course focused 
on environmental design techniques and practices such as solar and wind used for the 
generation of electricity.  It also examines the use of fossil fuels and nuclear power as a 
means of electricity generation.  A comparison of renewable and non-renewable sources 
of energy is conducted as well as research on their impact on the world we live in.  The 

negative effects of air and water pollution are tied to the 8th 
grade Science curriculum where further examination and ex-
perimentation takes place.  Several problem based challenges 
are solved throughout the trimester by applying the Engineering 
Design Process. In addition the class participated in a field trip 
to the  Hanover Off Site Solar Farm located in Leicester. 

By William Wright 

DANCING AT AMS…. 

THE SUMMER OF TRANSITIONS... 
There are many things about the Summer of 2015 of which we cannot be certain.  Will we enjoy an abundance of sun-filled days? (Let’s hope so!)  Will 

high levels of humidity dominate or will drier, yet still warm, air preside? (Let’s hope for the latter!)  And will we all have the opportunity to perhaps slow 

our fast-paced lives a bit – even if only for a week or two – taking time to enjoy the company of family and friends?  (Again, let’s hope that’s the case!) 

While we are likely all hopeful that the above ring true, one thing that we can count on in the Auburn Public Schools is that the Summer of 2015 will 

long be remembered as the “Summer of Transitions.” 

The new Auburn Middle School will see staff move in to ready this tremendous educational facility for the 6th, 7th and 8th      

graders to start school there on September 8th.  The current middle school – soon to be officially renamed Swanson Road   

Intermediate School – will see the staff of Julia Bancroft and Pakachoag move into that renovated educational facility to make 

final preparations to welcome all of Auburn’s 3rd, 4th and 5th graders on their opening day of September 8th.  And finally, the 

Mary D. Stone staff and students will transition to the current Pakachoag School readying that great facility for the              

Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd graders who will transition there effective September 8th as well. 

Change is not easy.  But at the same time, change—if well planned and well contemplated—can be exciting, invigorating and extremely positive.  It is on 

that premise that we, as the APS Team, embrace these upcoming transitions. 

Admittedly, there is some anxiety; the same is to be expected.  It is important to note, though, that we have and will continue to plan and prepare and I 

believe—truly believe—that these changes will be positive, invigorating and exciting. 

The Auburn Public Schools will “look” different next school year, yet they will very much “feel” the same.  Our commitment to our students and their      

success is unwavering and that will not change. 

As we continue to plan for the Summer of Transitions – this planning having begun in earnest back in the fall of 2013 – be assured that while we    

cannot guarantee sunny, warm, dry and relaxing days this summer, I am confident that the Fall of 2015 will be a tremendous success because of the          

concentrated efforts of the entire APS Team! 

Thank you for your continued support of and interest in the Auburn Public Schools. 

"Each day comes     

bearing its own gifts. 

Untie the ribbons."  

--Ruth Ann Schabacker 



AHS FINE ARTS STUDENTS  

CONTINUE TO EXCEL 
 

The High School Music Department had 4 students 
participate in Massachusetts Music Educators          
Association Central District Conference held on January 
17th at Mechanics Hall in Worcester.  William Erickson, 
Renee Morin and Alex Morrow were selected for the 
Chorus while Connie Chung was selected for Concert 

Band. 

Connie Chung was selected for the third year 
in a row to participate in the Massachusetts 
Music Educators’ All State Festival in Boston 
on March 19, 20 and 21.  She will perform in 
the Orchestra and have the opportunity to 

perform at Symphony Hall during the festival. 

Auburn Middle School Music Department will be      
sending Sam Benoit, Luke Morin and Cam Ganong to 
the Massachusetts Music Educators’ Junior Central   
District Festival in May.  Sam and Luke will be          
representing Auburn as members of the Chorus and 

Cam will be representing us in the Band. 

We have a very active season approaching.  The AHS 
AMS Chorus concert was on March 3rd and the Band 
concert was on March 5th.   The 85 member All Town 
Children’s Choir has been hard at work since January 
and will perform on Friday March 27th at Auburn High 
School. The All Town Band Concert is scheduled to take 
place on Thursday,  April 16th and promises to be a  
wonderful experience for both students and parent alike 
as they get to see and hear all the different bands   
perform at the same time.  The High School Drama Club 
has been “attending” Harvard Law School and will be 
presenting Legally Blonde on Friday May 1st,  Saturday 

May 2nd and Sunday May 3rd. 

We are pleased to congratulate Anisa Sherzai and 
Megan Johnson for winning awards at the Boston    
Scholastic Art and Writing Awards. Anisa Sherzai won a 
Silver Key for her painting titled Brute, and an          
honorable mention for her painting titled Smoke. Megan 
Johnson won two of the top Gold Key awards for her 
drawing titled Cherished, and a sculpture clock titled 
Like Clockwork. Their artwork was selected from a pool 
of about 16,000 pieces from schools across the      
Commonwealth in grades 7-12. We are very proud of 
them, and we wish Megan luck in the National Judging 

in NYC. 

There was an awards ceremony on March 7th for both 
students at the Boston Museum of Fine Arts.            
Established in 1923, the Scholastic Art and Writing 
Awards are the longest-running, most prestigious     
recognition program for creative teens in the U.S. The 
School of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston (SMFA), in 
partnership with the Boston Globe, is pleased to be 
among the more than 100 Regional Affiliates for the 
Awards in the United States. Our region, the nation's 

largest, serves the entire state of Massachusetts.  

Members and students of the Music, Art, Physical       
Education, and Technology Departments will present 
our annual Festival of Arts, Technology and Wellness on 
Thursday, May 7th at Auburn High School from         
4:00-7:30 p.m. 

By Charles Pietrello 
Director of Fine Arts 

In music, each grade is working on developing the scope and sequence of various 
musical skills.  New concepts are being learned through; singing, playing         

instruments and listening.  

Learning music is like learning a language.  Children need to experience music 
before labeling it.  Some of the concepts students are practicing include:  beat 

and rhythm, melody, instrumental technique, creating and form. 

After a new concept is presented, the children need reinforcement or practice. 

New musical terms or concepts are reviewed throughout the year. 

Another important area that is covered in music, when we are not working on a 
concert performance, is called Integrated Curriculum. These are a few samples of 
what the students in each grade level have been studying that may include other 

disciplines: 

Grade 3:  Animal Poem Compositions: Students chose an animal character that 
they wanted to write a short poem about using; nouns,    
adjectives and verbs. After tapping the words of their poem, 
they matched musical notes below each word. Each rhythm 
was tapped on a percussion instrument. Lastly, the students 
created/composed a melody from the “Pentatonic Scale” to 

play on bell instruments! 

Grade 4:  Chinese New Year Songs:  Students played new 
songs using notes:  BAG, High D & High C on the recorders. 
Students sang a “Chinese New Year” song to celebrate a 
Happy New Year in that culture!  It corresponded to a story 
from their reading class.  They played a variety of classroom 
instrumental parts, and put it together with color “Ribbon 
Dancers”. Students concluded with marching in a parade around the school to 

celebrate the Chinese New Year! 

Grade 5:  The Sorcerer’s Apprentice Story:  Students listened and identified the 
Tone Color of instruments from the music sample. After the story was told, they 
acted out the plot, using props and classroom instruments for sounds. They      

practiced playing instruments with the correct Dynamic 
and Tempo to match the story. Students completed the    
lesson with drawing one scene from the story, writing a 
caption about it, and labeling the instruments, and      
musical terms to describe their picture! 

By Mary Casey 
Music Teacher, Pakachoag School 

In preparation for the Festival of Arts, STEM, and Wellness in May, the students of Pakachoag have 
been learning/practicing their dance performances.  Throughout the unit, students are also expected 
to learn a number of additional dances and perform them at the culmination of the unit for a partner.  
They are expected to be graded in the following categories: how well they know the steps, if they 
stay with the rhythm and creativity they add to their performance.  The grader is also expected to 
respond to a number of dances determined by the teacher with a positive comment about the    
performance.  Students were honest and respectful to one another throughout this unit and I could 
not be prouder of their efforts! 

Continuing into the snowy winter months, students at Pakachoag School have been participating in 
various team building activities.  A fan favorite, after learning the activity in grade 1, is Sharks!  The 
objective of the activity is to transport each member of a team from “island to island” (gym mats) 
across the “ocean” (floor) using only two pieces of equipment: a jump rope and a scooter.  If a   
student touches the floor, he or she must return to the first mat and start again.  It is a life sized  
puzzle students have to figure out in small groups that not only increases muscular strength,      
muscular  endurance, flexibility and balance, but also encourages students to use critical thinking 
and problem solving skills, effective and appropriate communication with teammates, respect and 
honesty.  After completing the activity once, teams are challenged by allowing only a certain number 
of teammates per “island” (2 or 3), and restrictions on communication, i.e. teams cannot talk at all 
throughout the challenge!  Our students at Pakachoag have risen to the occasion and have        
experienced great  successes throughout this unit as well! 

By Julie Ferdella 
Physical Education Teacher 

Pakachoag School 

It’s Dance Time at Pakachoag…... 



NEW AMS UPDATE: WHAT A DIFFERENCE A YEAR MAKES! 
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Twelve short months ago, almost to the day – it was actually on March 4, 2014 – the              
construction trailer for the Auburn Middle School building project arrived and I can vividly   

recall my excitement at that first visible sign of  
progress!  Prior to that, months and months of hard 
work, commitment and focused energy had gone 
into the planning of this state-of-the art educational 
facility, but the arrival of that trailer solidified that we were, in fact, moving forward, staring 
on a journey that would conclude at the start of the 2015-2016 school year when the    
students and staff of AMS moved into their new “home.”   
 

Fast forward twelve months and the progress that has been made is simply amazing!  Due 
to the concerted efforts of the Fontaine Brothers construction team, the Lamoureux-
Pagano architectural team and the Skanska Owner’s Project Management team – not to 

mention the watchful oversight of the      Auburn School Building Committee (SBC) and the members of the APS Team – we now 
have a building that will be completed in a few short months.  The date of substantial    
completion of July 7th has been maintained, with the project remaining both on time and on 
budget. 
  

While a picture tells a thousand words, here, too, is a brief written update of the current 
status of the new Auburn Middle School: 
 

 Painters have finished working in the gym and classrooms and have moved onto    
various sections of the lobby and stairways; 

 Casework is being installed in the classroom wing; 
 Moisture mitigation on the floors is about 90% complete, with only a few small 

sections remaining in the main lobby; 
 Curtain wall and storefront windows are continuing   
        to be finished around the building;  
 Excavation for the permanent propane tanks recently began and should be finished        
        soon;  
 Composite and profile panels are almost completely installed on the gable ends of the  
       skylight; 
 Backer board has been installed in the lobby and cafeteria to soon accept the wood  
       paneling and plastic laminated sheet finishes; and 
 Lighting fixtures and devices are being  
       installed throughout the building.  

 

On behalf of the students and staff who will soon occupy and be educated in this             
magnificent structure, I offer, once again, sincere thanks to the entire Auburn community!  
Please know that plans are underway to welcome the community to an open house event, 
with more details to follow as we approach this project’s completion.   
 

In closing, sincere thanks go out to the 
members of the School Building Com-
mittee (SBC) who continue to meet 
monthly, closely monitoring every step of this project:  Mark Imse, Chairperson; 
Wayne Page, Vice Chairperson; and members, listed alphabetically, Lonn 
Beaudin, Jim Bonofiglio, Joe Fahey, Rene Gibree, Bob Grossman, Paul       
Marrone, Joe Miller, Bob Murray, Mike Sampson, Jeff Slomski and Bill Wester-
lind, along with non-voting members:  Howie Barber, Joe Gagnon, Julie Jacob-
son, Ed Kazanovicz and Maryellen Brunelle. 

By Maryellen Brunelle 
Superintendent of Schools 



“Our vision is to educate and prepare  
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Friday, March 20th 
Marks the First 

Day of 
Spring...ENJOY!! 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS for UPCOMING EVENTS, including THE ARTS and other 

Important School or Community Events (see District Calendar on website for 
more details and times): 

March 19 Mr. Auburn Show sponsored by Class of 2015, 5:30 p.m.  AHS 
March 20 NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS—Professional Development Day for Staff 
March 27 All-Town Elementary Chorus Concert in the AHS Auditorium, 6:30 p.m. 
April 1  Public Hearing on School Committee’s FY 2016 Budget, AHS, 7:00 p.m. 
April 3  “We The People” Spaghetti Dinner/Silent Auction, AHS 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
April 20  Patriots’ Day Observed—All buildings closed 
April 20-24 Spring Vacation—NO SCHOOL 
May 1, 2, 3 Legally Blonde at AHS, 7:00 p.m. on 1st and 2nd; 2:00 p.m. on 3rd 
May 7  Festival of Arts, STEM & Wellness, 4-7:30 p.m. featuring all grades, AHS 
May 15/16 AMS Musical, Sound of Music, at 7:00 p.m., AHS Auditorium 
May 17  Annual Rotary Pancake Breakfast, 8 am-12 noon, AHS 
May 29  Class of 2015 Graduation, AHS Gym, 6:30 p.m. 

 

Don’t miss the opportunity to SUPPORT THE ARTS 
in the Auburn Public Schools by attending Legally 

Blonde, performed by AHS  students on May 1st,  
2nd and 3rd; attending THE FESTIVAL OF THE ARTS 

on May 7th; and attending The Sound of Music 
when performed by AMS students on May 15th   

and 16th.  You’ll be glad you did and impressed by 
our students’ talent and commitment to hard work 

and the Arts! 

As the Class of 2015 prepares to graduate, it is with great pride that we share with you a sampling of colleges and universities to which our students 

have been accepted (a complete listing will be provided in an upcoming edition): 

 American International College 

The Art Institute of California—LA 

Assumption College 

Becker College 

Boston College 

Boston University 

Bridgewater State University 

Coastal Carolina University 

Colby-Sawyer College 

University of Connecticut 

Curry College 

Drexel University 

Duquesne University 

East Carolina University  

Emmanuel College 

Endicott College 

Fairfield University 

Fitchburg State University 

Fordham University—Lincoln   

  Center 

 

Campus/Rose Hill Campus 

Framingham State University 

Franklin Pierce University 

University of Hartford 

Hofstra University 

Ithaca College 

Johnson & Wales University 

Keene State College 

Lasell College 

Lesley University 

Loyola University, Maryland 

University of Maine 

Massachusetts College of      

  Pharmacy & Health Sciences 

University of Massachusetts,    

  Amherst, Dartmouth, and Lowell 

Merrimack College 

New England Institute of           

  Technology 

University of New England 

University of New Hampshire 

University of New Haven 

Newbury College 

Nichols College 

Northeastern University 

Pace University, New York City 

Plymouth State University 

Providence College 

Quinnipiac University 

Regis College 

University of Rhode Island 

Roger Williams University 

Rutgers University—New       

  Brunswick 

Saint Anselm College 

Saint Leo University 

Saint Michael’s College 

Salem State University 

Salve Regina University 

Seton Hall University 

Siena College 

Southern New Hampshire       

  University 

Springfield College 

Stonehill College 

Suffolk University 

Towson University 

University of Vermont 

Wentworth Institute of            

  Technology 

Western New England University 

Westfield State University 

Wheaton College, MA 

Worcester Polytechnic Institute 

Worcester State University 




