
Auburn Public Schools:  Honoring        
Tradition  While Embracing the Future 

The 2014-2015 school year is 
quickly winding down and what a 

year it has been!  Our students   

continued to shine in the classroom, 

on the stage and through numerous 
athletic venues, proving once again 

that our commitment to excellence 

and continuous improvement remain 

strong!  As the banner on “the 
bridge” of Auburn High proclaims, 

“WE ARE AUBURN” and that is    

something in which I hope we all take 

a great deal of pride! 

In the pages that follow, you’ll find 

numerous articles that feature “year 

in review” updates from each of our 

schools and departments.  Much 
forward progress continues to be 

made, this being the direct result of our 
commitment to rigorous standards, 

collaboration and our unwavering    

allegiance to excellence.  Ralph Marston 

once said, “Excellence is not a skill. It is 
an attitude.”  I am proud to say that the 

attitude we embrace is one of reaching 

ever higher and our students continue to 

be the beneficiaries of that belief. 

Closing school this year is bittersweet as 
we plan to return two of our beloved 

educational institutions to the Town:  the 
Julia Bancroft and Mary D. Stone 
Schools.  While these structures will 
remain important parts of our           
community, they will no longer be filled 
with the uplifting sound of children’s 
voices.   

We will, though, be merging JB and PAK 
together at the renovated Swanson 
Road Intermediate School, a unifying 
merger that will be a tremendous  
success. 

In addition, the much anticipated  

opening of the new Auburn Middle 
School will soon take place and I offer 
sincere thanks again to the Auburn 
community for their tremendous    
support! 

I wish you a restful summer, be sure to 
enjoy the company of family and good 
friends and I thank you for your      
continued support!                  

Dr. Maryellen Brunelle 
              Superintendent of Schools 
 

A Year in Review...Looking Back as We Move Forward 

Just as sand sifts through an hour glass, 

so have the days of the 2014-2015 

school year.  As I look back on all that was 

accomplished, just as I do each year, I am 

once again amazed by the continued push 

towards even greater heights. Auburn is a 

District      

admired by 

many and I am     

convinced that 

is because our 

staff and  

students have     

embraced our 

motto of  

continuous 

improvement!  This school year we     

expanded our co-teaching training, but to 

even further enhance this program and to 

ensure sustainability and continued 

growth, we have also begun to train      

“co-teaching mentors.” This will be an 

exciting new chapter. 

 

Technology training for iPads continued 

with several sessions being offered by Ed 

Tech Teacher, a leader in the  

educational technology field. The work 

being done by students using iPads is 

testament to the effectiveness of this 

training and validation of the  

motivational impact of these devices. Our 

own in-house experts have willingly 

shared with colleagues and it is now 

the exception to walk into a         

classroom without iPads being used. 
 

Big Ideas, our new math  

program for grades 6-8, was in its 

first year of implementation.      

Teachers worked at grade levels to 

plan and develop pacing guides and 

updated assessments. The materials 

that accompany this program are     

extensive and the teachers will need 

another year to become fully familiar 

with all of them. The K-5 elementary 

grades spent the year investigating 

new math programs and finally   

decided on the Go Math program. 

This program is aligned with the 

Common 

Core State 

Standards 

and      

provides a 

hands-on, 

interactive 

approach. 

Overview  

training will 

be provided 

in June with 

summer work to follow.  Everyone is 

eager to get started with this        

multi-faceted program. 
 

In addition, the District embarked on a     

K-8 Literacy Initiative in partnership with 

The Hill for Literacy. Thus far we have 

conducted a very comprehensive needs 
assessment with results being shared at 

each building as 

well as with the 

Literacy        
Leadership 

Team. A literacy 

action plan will 

be created this 
summer with 

committees to be 

formed in the 

fall. We are  
excited to now 

set our focus on literacy and the potential 

adoption of a new program!  Finally, I end 

by noting that our students continue to 
amaze and delight through their academic  

achievements, college acceptances,  

musical performances, theater           

productions, and athletic successes, 
many of which I had the pleasure to   

witness.  They make the oftentimes   

challenging work we do worth every   

struggle, so hats off to all of them and a 
heartfelt wish to all for a wonderful    

summer!    

Dr. Kathy Lauzé 
Assistant Superintendent for     

Teaching, Learning and Curriculum 

Excellence in Education by Putting Students First 

June 2015 

Volume 5, Issue 4 

Auburn Public Schools 
District Newsletter 

Reminder :      
Friday, June 12th  will 

be a half day of school 

for students, with no 

lunches being served and no after 

school programs being in session.                                          

HAPPY SUMMER! 
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grade 10.  Core instruction took place via a hybrid 
learning environment where students had their own 

iPads during the school year.  During the 2015-16 

school year, Auburn High School will be a          

completely hybrid high school, with every student 
having their own iPad for use next year.  

In May, we celebrated the artistic, technological, 

and engineering talents of our students.  Several 

high school students were recognized for their 
outstanding artistic talent at a variety of local and 

state art competitions. Our musicians also        

garnered high praise for various performances 

throughout the town and across the state. The 
Auburn community was treated to outstanding end 

of trimester performances, while this year’s      

performance of “Legally Blonde” brought down the 

house! Two students, Tayla Foulkrod and Edward 
Lindem, were nominated for the prestigious TAMY 

awards which are fashioned after Broadway’s TONY 

Awards.  

Our students had an opportunity to interact with 

their international counterparts this year from 

China. Under the direction of Mrs. Donna           

Heidemann, a group of Chinese students came and 
spent a few days at Auburn High School with their 

teachers, while Ms. Karyn Ferdella journeyed to 

France with a contingent of students over April 

vacation. Mr. Spencer Kennard and Mr. Vincent 
Benacchio steered our “We The People” team to 

another state championship and to a return trip to 

the national finals in Washington, D.C.              

Auburn High School’s athletes had another strong     
showing in each of the three athletic seasons.  Several 

teams qualified for district tournament play and ventured 

deep into the state tournaments.  

Auburn High School’s 80th Annual Graduation was held 

May 29, 2015 in the Dr. Arthur and Martha Pappas     

gymnasium.  As always, the gymnasium was packed with 

members of the Auburn community who came to join the 

Class of 2015 in a moving, culminating celebration of 

their educational careers in the Auburn Public Schools.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Casey Handfield  
Principal 

Auburn High School 
 
 

AUBURN HIGH SCHOOL: The Year in Review 

advice.  Lastly, I would like to thank the 

people of Auburn and the School    

Committee who have once again put 

our students first in acquiring 21st 
century skills. 

 
Positive Behavior Supports and       

Interventions (PBIS) remains the    

culture after six years running strong. 

PBIS is supported with many booster 
events to encourage and foster this 

dynamic program.  New next year will 

be a ten event schedule, five events to 

foster the PBIS program and five 
events surrounding tolerance. 

 
The teachers of AMS continue to    

remain cutting edge in educational 

practices.  This year, teachers engaged 

in co-teaching for their fourth year, with 
almost all of our students receiving 

direct instruction in their core        

classrooms.  Keys to Literacy, also in its 

fourth year, continues with the addition 
of Close Reading to our English     

teachers’ repertoire.  New this year, we 

tested over 595 students in both    
English and Mathematics on the state 

mandated PARCC test.  The testing of 

PARCC was completed on the 205 

iPads we currently have on an        
expansive schedule.  The good news is 

that next year we can cut the testing 

window to five days on the PBA and 

four days on the EOY. 

 
Another aspect of middle school life 

is project-based learning activities.  
The middle school’s largest         

project-based learning activities 

culminate with educational field 

trips.  Students in grade eight spend 
four days in Washington, D.C.    

exploring monuments and          

museums.  Grade seven students 

read the classic, “A Christmas 
Story,” by Charles Dickens and then 

see the play performed at Hanover 

Theater.  The grade six students 

have a field trip come to them with a 
portable planetarium to study the 

stars. 

 

The AMS play filled the high school 
auditorium for two nights with their           

presentation of “The Sound of   

Music.”  Our middle school students 

outdid themselves again under the 
direction of Mrs. Karin Graves and 

performed for two sold out shows. 

Tom Sawyer Day, Career Day and 

College Day made their debuts here 
at the middle school this year.  Also, 

a returning interactive event was 

 

Auburn Middle School starts a new and    
exciting era come July as our contractor 

Fontaine Brothers is slated to hand over the 

keys to a new state of the art middle school.  

The architects, Lamoureux Pagano             
Associates, under the guidance of the School 

Building Committee and our school district 

leadership team, have built a very classic             

educational institution.  The community has 
been very supportive right from the start in 

both voting for the funding and volunteering 

to serve on various boards.   This summer we 

are looking to offer a few open houses to the 
citizens of Auburn.  In the fall the District is 

planning an afternoon dedicated to multiple 

school open houses for parents and students. 

 
The iPad pilot has now taken off to become a 

full fledged flight into the world of electronics 
combined with great teachers.   Every      

classroom in grades 6-8 will have an          

interactive board connected to a document 

camera starting this fall.  Every student in 
grades 6-8 will have available to them a true 

1:1 experience with an iPad they can take 

home as well as use in school.  Our teachers 

are ready, as the District has provided training 
in not only the device, but applications for 

education.  I want to thank the                   

Superintendent, the Assistant                     

Superintendent and the Director of            
Technology for their combined support and 
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History Day that Mr. Watson organized 

where faculty and staff dressed as an         
important characters in history. 

 
I look forward to a new and exciting year 

next year where we will continue to  

implement our Core Values: 

 

 Student-Centered Decision Making  

 High Expectations for All  

 All Environments are Safe and 

Respectful  

 Responding to Needs Based on 

Data  

 Equitable Opportunities for All  

 Dedicated to Continuous          

Improvement 
Joseph Gagnon 

Principal 
Auburn Middle School                

The 2014-15 school year at 

Auburn High School was      
another terrific year for faculty 

and students. As a whole, our 

students continued their strong 

performance on MCAS and 
improved in SAT and AP 

achievement. This year, we 

offered 16 AP courses, and piloted the PARCC assessment 

with students in grades 9 and 11.  Redi-Step, an early      
predictor of SAT performance, was administered for the 

first time at AHS in grade 9. This data will help us prepare 

our students earlier for PSAT and SAT performance.  

The new teacher evaluation system continued to be     
implemented with all teachers participating in year one or 

year two of the evaluation cycle. District Determined   

Measures have been developed and continue to be piloted 

as assessments in preparation for the inclusion of the next 
portion of the teacher evaluation process beginning in the 

fall.  Student focus on responding appropriately to        

open-response questions remained a priority across     

departments this year, as has our school-wide initiative on 
improving critical reading through annotation methods. 

Both of these important practices will continue into next 

year.  

This past fall we opened the 21st Century Skills Freshman 

Academy at Auburn High School.  With the assistance of  a 

grant from the Department of Elementary and Secondary 

Education, freshman students experienced a unique    

transition program focused on developing their academic, 

social, and emotional readiness as they transition to 
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Saying “Thank You” Before Passing the Torch  

As the current school year comes to a close and we prepare to launch the 

2015-2016 school year, there are several key members of the APS Team 
who have left or will soon do so and we thank each for their contributions.  

In total, their years of  service to the Auburn Public Schools totals in the 

hundreds of years and over those years they have made tremendous         

contributions, as well as having  demonstrated sincere dedication and 
commitment to our students, staff and programming.   Stated on       

numerous previous occasions, the successes being realized in the Auburn 

Public Schools and the progress that is being made are the direct result 

of a concerted effort of many and we say THANK YOU as we wish them 
well in the next exciting phases of their careers and lives. 

 
Mrs. Beth Chase, Principal of the Mary D. Stone School, will retire at the 

end of this year and we wish her every happiness as she   enters this new, 

exciting phase of her life.  Beth has been a supportive APS Team member 

and a champion of students and our District.  She will be missed…thank 
you!  Assuming the role of Principal at the Pakachoag School next year 

will be Mrs. Jennifer Stanick who comes to us as an administrator from 

the Leicester Public Schools.  Welcome Jennifer!  

 
Mr. Howard Barber, who served as Business Manager since the summer 

of 2014, has accepted a similar position much closer to home and we 
wish him well.  Hired to replace Mr. Barber is Mrs. Cecelia Wirzbicki who 
joins the APS Team from the Shrewsbury Public Schools.  We look forward 
to welcoming Cecelia aboard, confident that she’ll bring great energy and 
expertise to this position.  Welcome, Cecelia!    
 
Ms. Pam Kaufmann, who has served as Interim Director of Pupil Services 

since November 2013, is retiring from the position.  Her replacement is 
Mrs. Rosemary Reidy who is well known to many of you as she has served 
as the Reading Specialist at the Bryn Mawr School since August 2011.  
We welcome Rosemary to Auburn’s Leadership Team. 
 
The APS Team members who provide daily and direct instruction in sup-
porting our students have an incredible impact on them; mere words 

cannot adequately express our thanks.  Several teachers and support 
staff will leave the  Auburn Public Schools at this year’s end and we wish 
them every happiness and much health as they move onto the next phase 
of their lives:  Barbara Allaire, 6th Grade ELA; Maureen Armstrong,    
Reading Specialist; Sandy Coons, 3rd Grade; Patricia Horgan, 1st Grade; 
Rachel  Lacombe, 2nd Grade; Laura Jaffarian, Moderate Special Needs; 
Jeff Rudert, 8th Grade Math; Deb Polson, IA; Pam Tentor, IA; and Dee 

Voisine, IA.   On behalf of the students and staff, THANK YOU ALL! 

 

As the 2014-2015 school year wraps up, the Technology Department is      

working to prepare for what is sure to be a monumental summer for the     

Auburn Public Schools.  The new technology included in the Middle School 

building project and the expansion of our 1:1 iPad program promises to be the 

largest technology expansion in the history of our District.  We are working 

hard to ensure that by the end of the summer, all schools will have increased     

access to newer and better technology. 

Without a doubt, the expansion of the 1:1 iPad program is an exciting         

technology initiative.  Based on the success of the 8th and 9th grade 1:1      

program, we will be providing all students in grades 6-12 with an iPad at the 

start of next school year.  All students in these grades will have the opportunity 

to use state of the art technology to enhance their educational opportunities 

for the entire school year, both in school and at home.  Once again the only 

cost to parents for this exciting program will be the $40.00 insurance fee to 

cover theft or damage.   
 

The expansion of the 1:1 program will allow us to re-deploy our current iPad 

inventory to ensure increased access to iPads at our elementary schools as 

well.  Simply by adjusting our iPad cart locations and the number of iPads per 

cart, we will be able to ensure that the Swanson Road Intermediate School has 

enough carts to allow for 1 iPad cart for every two classrooms.  This will ensure 

teachers have the ability to easily access the iPads and carts in order to    

seamlessly integrate them into their classrooms.  We will also be able to    

increase our iPad inventory at Bryn Mawr and the new Pakachoag School by 

providing those schools with an additional cart as well.  
 

In addition to the exciting 1:1 program, the Technology Department will be 

hard at work outfitting the new Middle School with state of the art technology 

for our students.  The school will come with new projectors, a video distribution 

system with access to DirecTV and Charter cable content, the fastest wireless         

networking available, and plenty of access to computers throughout the 

school.  The building will be fully integrated with our current network to ensure 

high speed and consistent access to all of the District’s technology resources. 

Summers are always a busy time for the Technology Department and this    

summer is no exception.  We are excited about the upgrades and expansions 

we will be bringing to the Auburn Public Schools’ Technology program this   

summer and we look forward to seeing the technology in action soon.                              

                    Eric Bouvier, Director of Technology 

It would be a rarity to speak with a teacher or school administrator 
about their year and for them to say it was a slow year;  2014-15 is 
definitely not an exception to that!  With the new Auburn Middle School 
under construction, “merger” was on the minds of all Pakachoag staff.  
Even during the summer months, when we once again opened our  
library doors for students to take out books for summer reading, the 

talk of our moving to Swanson Road was prevalent. 

We began our year with the annual Welcome Back Picnic which was 
abruptly interrupted by thunder and lightning. The well-organized        
parents and teachers that make up the Pakachoag community quickly 
moved everything indoors to the gym to keep the reacquainting going.  
Parents continue to play a prominent role at our school.  Here are a few 
ways they support Pakachoag:  The Halloween Bash; baking bread for 
our Bake for Good Community Service Project; the Auction; Scholastic 
Book Fairs; Spree Day volunteers; chaperoning field trips and helping in 
the classrooms on a regular basis.  Our School Council, with parent         
members, kept the Career Talks going.  This year the Career Talks      
program introduced many individuals to our students including a local    

author, a meteorologist and a Holy Cross professor. 
 

As a school we enjoy dressing up and showing team colors.  Our “One Team 
One Goal” shirts are worn by many.  Spirit Week brought out crazy hair and 
so much more.  We celebrate positive character traits with the Value of the 
Month recognitions.  Students demonstrate their willingness to think of  
others first with Random Acts of Kindness.  A Character Education assembly 
tied in nicely to the positive message we strive to send. Donations to Auburn 
Youth and Family Services of food, money and small gifts for holiday giving 

remain a favorite tradition at Pakachoag.  Caring for others is key. 

Cross-town planning and meetings between the Julia Bancroft and 
Pakachoag staffs were commonplace over the past year.  We worked      
together to learn about the PARCC testing.  Committees were created to 
ensure an elementary feel at the new Swanson Road Intermediate School.   
A lot of preparation goes into a successful merging of two faculties.  Next 
year may be different, but with the hearts and passion of those leading and 
teaching, it will be a positive experience for all.                               
                               Deb Kozik 
                                            Principal 

Pakachoag School 



Julia Bancroft’s 2014-2015 school year has been both amazing and       
memorable.  As I reflect on this past year, I can’t help but have mixed feelings 
as we close the doors to one of the Town’s most esteemed educational     
institutions.  It has been a wonderful journey leading the talented team of 
staff, students and families of the JB community. I am truly honored to have 
had the privilege of working with teachers and staff who have been dedicated 
professionals in the pursuit of educating all students in reaching their fullest 
potential. The school community, as well as the Auburn community at large, 
has been a tremendous support in all of our endeavors.  Collectively we        
created an amazing child centered learning environment that has brought 
many accomplishments to the school and Town that will forever be part of its 

history. 

This year in particular we continued to refine teaching practices utilizing 
strategies and creative methodologies that ensured each student was highly 
engaged and challenged with learning tasks that met their individual needs 
while reaching grade level benchmarks. Ongoing discussions and teacher 
collaboration led to unique real-world learning experiences in each classroom.  
Incorporating a variety of instructional activities provided students with     
multiple opportunities to demonstrate a deeper understanding of content.  
Through differentiated lessons, teachers crafted assignments embedding 21st 
century skills, the integration of the arts, and whole brain learning that     
addressed the variety of learning styles in their classes.  This practice       
maximized and energized students in taking ownership for their own learning 

resulting in the academic progress realized throughout the year. 

On another note we welcomed guests and community members into our 
school to extend and enhance student learning.  To name a few, “Inspector 
Iwannano” visited us in the fall to educate students on positive character 
qualities and the pillars of character. The school participated in “The Great 
Kindness Challenge” in February and the Boston Science Museum conducted 
hands-on lessons on animal adaptations and habitats this spring.  I would be 
remiss if I did not mention the many parents and family members who gave of 
their time to present their area of expertise to students throughout the year 

that reinforced the connections between school and career. 

The Julia Bancroft community continued its commitment to service learning 
and civic responsibility by helping those in need across our community and 
throughout the world.  After reading Mercedes and the Chocolate Pilot, a story 
of American pilots participating in a post WWII airlift mission led by Lt. Gail S. 
Halvorsen, we collected candy and wrote letters to our men and women    
serving overseas.  We also raised money for “Pride N Purpose” through our 
annual “Turkey Trot.”  Additionally, our “Holiday Helpers” project supported 

“Birthday Wishes,” an organization that provides birthday treats for homeless 
children across the state and most recently, “Pennies for Pasta,” which    
supports the Leukemia Lymphoma Society.  New this year was a collaborative 
service learning project that both JB and PAK participated in during November 
and February.  “Bake for Good” gave students and families an opportunity to 
bake homemade bread together, enjoying a loaf themselves, and bringing the 
other to school which was donated to local food pantries.  All of these projects 
helped to enrich student learning and make connections to our local and 

broader world community. 

As the year draws to a close we celebrate the many achievements made 
throughout our school community and applaud students for their hard work, 
mastery of new skills and personal growth.  We also celebrate Julia Bancroft’s 
last year being recognized and honored as a National Blue Ribbon School.  
Additionally, we are proud to have sent the first elementary robotics team 
from Auburn to the World Championship Vex Robotics Competition in        
Louisville, Kentucky.  It certainly has been a year to remember!  I believe Julia 
Bancroft herself would be very proud of the legacy she has left behind.  As 
with everything in life, changes and new challenges are on the horizon.  While 
closing the doors of Julia Bancroft for the last time, I look forward to the    
exciting future that lies ahead as we open the doors to the new Swanson Road 

Intermediate School. 

Go Rockets! 

In closing, I would like to thank the entire community for the endless support 
provided throughout the years and wish you a wonderful and restful summer.  
I look forward to working with you and the children of Auburn in the fall as we 
begin the next chapter in Auburn’s history at Swanson Road. 
 

Susan Lopez 
Principal 

Julia Bancroft 

JULIA BANCROFT’S YEAR: AMAZING AND MEMORABLE 

Bryn Mawr School is exceptionally busy as we 
head to the end of the 2014-2015 school year.  
Our students can clearly demonstrate their 
growth at this time of year.  Many students who 
struggled at the start of the year are now reading 
and writing at the expected benchmark level.  
Students have learned their math facts and they 
are developing their problem solving skills in 
mathematics.  Students regularly come to share 
their work with me.  They are so very proud of the 
progress they have made.  It is truly a wonderful 

site at this time of year. 

This year, Bryn 
Mawr has       
enjoyed a   
number of  
wonderful   
performances 
along with 
some terrific 
visitors.  Earlier 

this year we had a cultural performance             
demonstrating dance and rhythm.  Students 
were amazed by the talent of the performers.  
The Auburn High School Band, Chorus and 
Marching Band showed our young students  

some of the options 
they will be          
presented with as 

they grow.   

TIGER performances 
came to Bryn Mawr 
School to help us 
learn about “Taking Action,” “I can say “No!,” 
“Get Help,” and “Empathy and Respect.”  This 
performance included song, dance, and role 
playing to help our students to become      
positive citizens.  The Massachusetts         
Department of Transportation helped us to 
organize our first annual Walk to School Day.  
It was awesome with many families              
participating.  Our second grade students will 
also receive training on how to safely use     
sidewalks and crosswalks.   We also had some 
wonderful families help clean up the school 

grounds during the  
Auburn Chamber of 
Commerce       
Community Clean 
Up Day!  In the next 
few weeks we will 
be visited by    

Pumpernickel   
Puppets and            
T-Bone Stankus to 
utilize the arts to     
enhance our   
earning.  Spree 
Day will be here 
soon to encourage physical activity and to 

just have fun.  

Bryn Mawr School highly values our role in 
the academic development of our students.  
We also know that there is a lot of learning 
that can happen in other ways.  I wish you all 

a wonderful and curiosity-filled summer! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beth Chamberland 
Principal 

Bryn Mawr School 

CURIOSITY AT BRYN MAWR SCHOOL 

Photo of the soon to 

be Swanson Road 
Intermediate School, 

effective in the      

Summer of 2015 



Summer is in the air and the countdown to 
vacation has begun! Over the course of the 
last ten months, the students of the Mary D. 
Stone School have experienced a notable 
year of learning, growing and activity.  Many 
important milestones have been reached and 
there are numerous accomplishments to be 
celebrated. Under the careful guidance of our    
talented staff and, with 
their excellent         
instruction, our       
students have       
mastered new skills, 
acquired new      
knowledge, developed important friendships, 
and blossomed right before our eyes. 
 
Our second graders leave us well prepared to 
move on to the newly formed Swanson Road 
Intermediate School. They are ready to tackle 
the challenges of third grade and a bigger 
school environment. We wish them good luck 
on this next step of their academic journey, 
but we are confident that they will continue to 
put great effort into their learning and       
subsequent success.  
 

Thank you to all who supported our work this 
year, especially our MDS families who        
volunteered, attended our school events, and 

most importantly, supported their children by 
overseeing assignments, helping to memorize 
math facts and ensuring 
that the 15 minutes of 
reading was completed!  
We’d also like to thank the 
District II PTO, the many 
agencies with whom we 
partnered, and the Auburn 
community at large. Your 
support and commitment to our students 
added another dimension to the educational 
process and to the resources we were able to 
utilize.   
 

On June 12th, students will cross the threshold 
of the Mary D. Stone School for the last time 
as the school district prepares to re-organize 
for 2015-2016.   For over eighty years, the 
iconic, red brick schoolhouse has been an 
institution of learning for thousands of Auburn 
children.  As a tribute to the beloved school 
and its rich history, a school reunion was held 
on a Sunday afternoon in late April.  Former 
students, administrators, faculty, staff, 
neighbors, and anyone with a connection to or 
curiosity about the school were invited to take 
a last look. The traditions and memories of 
MDS were celebrated, shared, and            
 

The 2014-2015 academic year was another successful campaign for the Auburn High School athletic program. 
 

Headlining the many accomplishments the program enjoyed this school year was the National Letter-of-Intent that both Dillon Bruso and Scott 
Williams signed to attend Assumption College on athletic scholarships to participate in track and field. Dillon and Scott are believed to be the 
first two Auburn High athletes to sign letters-of-intent to compete in track and field at the collegiate level. 
 

The fall season was highlighted by the field hockey team’s second straight Central Mass Division 2 Championship and second straight trip to 
the Division 2 state final. In addition, both the football and girls’ soccer teams qualified for their respective Central Mass Tournaments. 
 

Not to be outdone, two members of the boys’ golf team, Jack Scavone and Dave Roy, were among the top seven finishers in the Central Mass. 
Division 2 Golf Championship and, as a result, participated in the Massachusetts Division 2 Golf Championship. 
 

Individual awards for our athletes included senior running back Mark Wright being named to the Telegram & Gazette Super Team for the     
second straight season. Mark capped off a tremendous career by becoming the all-time leading rusher in Auburn High history. He also set not 
only the school’s single-season mark, gaining 2,607 yards in 249 carries – an eye-popping average of 10.46 yards per carry – but the Central 
Massachusetts record as well. Wright, limited by a hip injury at the end of the season, finished the season just 282 yards shy of setting the 
Massachusetts all-time single-season rushing mark. 
 

Also earning T&G Super Team honors for their efforts in the fall were sophomore Jianna Baroni and junior Shannon Hynes. Baroni was named 
to the Girls’ Soccer Super Team while Hynes was named to the Field Hockey Super Team.  
 

The T&G also bestowed Honorable Mention honors on several Auburn athletes: Dillon Bruso, football, Division 5; Colleen Cutting, girls’ soccer, 
Division 3; Carly Zona, field hockey, Division 2; and Kileigh Hynes, field hockey, Division 2. 
 

Highlighting the winter season was the District Championships won by the boys’ indoor track and field team and the cheerleading squad, the 
Southern Worcester County League title won by the girls’ indoor track team and the girls’ basketball team qualifying for the Central Mass         
Division 2 Tournament. 
 

Earning T&G Super Team honors were seniors Dillon Bruso, Rachel Crowley and junior Katie Mason. Dillon Bruso was named to the Boys’ In-
door track and Field Super Team for his prowess in the shot put. Rachel and Katie were named to the Girls’ Hockey Super Team. Rachel, a 
forward on Auburn’s co-operative team, is a Notre Dame Academy student and a Leicester resident. Katie, a center on the team, attends     
Grafton High. 
 

Auburn High athletes earning Honorable Mention honors from the T&G were: Nate Ramos, boys’ basketball, Division 3; Erin Burke, girls’      
basketball, Division 2; Evan Lockwood, boys’ hockey; Nicole Bousquet, girls’ hockey; and Julia Crowley, girls’ hockey. 
 

While the spring sports season will continue for another week, three Auburn teams – baseball, softball and boys’ tennis – have already      
qualified for their respective Central Mass Tournament.                                                                                       Brian Davis, Interim Athletic Director 
 

 

remembered by the many people who    
attended. 
 

On a personal note I would like to say a   
sincere THANK YOU for the support,        
generosity, and kindness extended to me 
over the course of the last seven years. I 
have been proud to serve as the Principal of 
the Mary D. Stone School and proud of the 
things we accomplished together.  Three 
second graders — Hailey Swenson, Gabby 
Moore, and Natalie Frazier– recently shared 
an original, acrostic poem that, for me, sums 
up the spirit of “Mary D”.  
 

“Mary D. Stone School” 
 

M is for many moments 
A is for awesome 
R is for remember good times 
Y is for you love it 
 

D. is for double the fun 
 

S is for super school 
T is for terrific teachers 
O is for our great education 
N is for no one stops learning 
E is for every fun day! 
 

Best wishes for a safe and happy summer! 
 

Beth Chase 
Principal 

Mary D. Stone School 

2014-2015: Another Successful Campaign for Auburn High Athletics 

The Spirit of  the Mary D. Stone School  



FACILITIES: AN AMAZING YEAR 
 

The Fine Arts Department has had a very busy and productive school year.  
We welcomed a new music teacher, Mr. Robert Lesley, to our staff.  Mr. 
Lesley has proven to be a great asset to not only the Julia Bancroft School, 
but to the entire Fine Arts    

department. 

Welcoming in the brand new 5th 
grade band students (soon to 
be 6th) in September to our 
beginning band program was an 
overwhelming success as we 

had more sign-ups this year than we have had in many years. 

The High School Marching Band made its 
year two appearance with flair and      

increased membership.       

Elementary Art and Music classes have 
been busy 
making art 

and music from one end of the school year 
to the other.  In December, Holiday        
Performances for grades K-5 were well   
received as they performed to packed 

houses. 

The All Town Children’s Choir made their 
mark on the concert scene in March with over 85 singers from our four 

elementary schools, with students in grades 1, 2, 3 and 4 performing. 

Middle School Art students made masks as part of their Art experience 
while middle school band and chorus students performed in each         

Trimester Concert this year. 

Charlie Pietrello, Fine Arts Director 

Fine Arts Department: Year in Review 

The Master Plan Team has been hard at work, their focus being on  

renovating the future Swanson Road Intermediate School.  The parking lot 
project was completed last summer along with a new playground having 

been installed. The new parking configuration not only benefits the drop off 

and pick up for our  students during the school day, it also enhances the 

overall appearance of the property and allows easy access for use of our 
fields, all being handicap accessible. 

 

The Master Plan Team has also recommended to our Superintendent, after 

a bidding process, to hire an architect, Stephen Vandyke from Nault            
Architects of Worcester, to re-design the kitchen area as well the main  

office area.  Mr. Vandyke is no stranger to the former Middle School as he is 

an alumnus of the Auburn Public Schools.  

 
We also then signed a contract with Antonelli Construction Company of 

Worcester to use Nault Architects’ plans to renovate the main office area as 

well as the ground floor to enlarge the kitchen, install new bathrooms and a 

teachers’ room. 

The lower parking lot will be repaved and 2 basketball hoops will be installed 

for the students’ use at recess.  Also, there will be a fenced in area for trash 

and recycling dumpsters.   

 We have also enlarged the main area as well as 

replaced the entrance doors, enhancing the 

security of the main entrance.  We have        

upgraded our interior classroom doors with a 
new lock down system as well as replaced the 

door windows with an unbreakable panel as an 

additional safety precaution. 

 We have installed heat pumps for energy      

efficient heating and cooling  on the second floor, and we are in the process 

of doing the same on the first floor. 

Last summer we painted the classroom shelving along with the ceilings and 

have just completed painting all the classroom 

walls with their new colorful accent colors: 

green, red, purple, yellow, or blue.  

All this work is being done without any        

disruption to students; however, when they 

come into their classroom on a Monday     
morning and see different colored walls, I am 

sure that causes a delightful distraction for a 

short period of time. We are fortunate to have 

such understanding teachers, who are so excited to be going into a brand 
new school next year themselves, that they have been exceptionally patient 

with the work going on around them.   

I would like to give special thanks to our    

custodial team who has risen to the challenge 

of doing whatever it takes to help get a job 

done. Over the past year, they have painted, 

installed safety windows and door hardware, 

demolished shower rooms, installed shelving 

and applied concrete to a floor.  They are   

loading surplus metal into metal dumpsters, 

which will be recycled and the proceeds will 

help defray some of the costs of the moving 

project.  We are extremely fortunate to have such talented staff willing to 

help make this past and current year in keeping with the theme: AMAZING!!!                                      

Joseph Fahey, Director of Facilities 

On Friday, May 29, 2015, several students from 

Bryn Mawr, Pakachoag, Julia Bancroft and     

Auburn Middle School participated in the Special      

Olympics in Leicester. This event was sponsored 

by the Leicester Public Schools. All Auburn     

students received Special Olympics T-Shirts,  

courtesy of Leicester Special Olympics           

Committee, although staff from Bryn 

Mawr and Pakachoag made their own 

Auburn T–Shirts, in blue of course! 

Students participated in many games 

and events throughout the event,      

including relay races, wheelchair races, bean bag tosses and face painting, 

to name just a few activities. 

It was so impressive to see students actively engaged and one could bask 

in their energy and enthusiasm. The smiles and sounds of happiness, 

friendship, collaboration and competitiveness were rewarding to staff as 

well as students. 

Great job Auburn “athletes”! 

 

Pam Kaufmann 

Interim Director of Pupil Services 

SPECIAL OLYMPICS DAY FOR AUBURN STUDENTS 

“Excellence is doing ordinary things extraordinarily well.” 

-John W. Gardner 



Dr. Maryellen Brunelle 
Superintendent of Schools 
5 West Street 
Auburn, MA  01501 

Phone: 508-832-7755 

Fax: 508-832-7757 

E-mail 

mbrunelle@auburn.k12.ma.us  

We’re on the web...visit us at www.auburn.k12.ma.us and like us on Facebook! 

Excellence  

in Education  

by Putting  

Students First 

“Our mission is to educate and 
prepare students for the 

opportunities and challenges of 
a changing world. 

It seems near impossible to believe that the journey we embarked on  

several years ago will soon come to an end, arriving at our destination 

with the opening of the new state-of-the art educational facility of Auburn 

Middle School this fall!  The hours of planning, discussing, revising and 

presenting were all worth it and we have the Auburn community to THANK 

for their incredible support!   
 

As the new AMS nears completion, it remains on schedule and under 

budget. Construction is over 80% complete and the project is still on track 

to meet the July 7th substantial completion date. Below are some current 

highlights of the project.  
 

Building Exterior and Site Work 

 Exterior of the building (roof, brick veneer, windows, doors) is complete 

with the exception of one opening that will be used for the delivery of 

lockers to the 2nd floor. 

 Landscape contractor is spreading loam and seeding the grassed   

areas of the site. They have also received the trees and plants that 

were chosen for this site and are beginning to plant them.  

 Site sidewalks and dumpster pads are being poured with concrete.  

 Precast sign for the school is on site and will be installed near the  

entrance by the end of next week. 

 Granite curbing is approximately 90% complete. 
 

Building Interior 

 Once lockers are installed and all classrooms receive their final 

cleaning, the academic wing will be complete. 

Building Interior 

 Millwork is being installed in the media center. 

 Linoleum flooring has been installed in the academic wing and is 

now being installed in the cafeteria. 

 Terrazzo flooring in the main lobby should be complete by the end 

of the week and carpet is being installed in the specified areas 

throughout the building. 

 The gym floor, bleachers, gym equipment and divider curtain are 

all installed. The gym should be 100% complete within the first 

few weeks of June. 

 Mechanical, electrical and plumbing systems are up and running 

with ongoing system tests and inspections. Some lights and    

miscellaneous devices are still being installed.  

 Kitchen equipment is installed. Start-ups and testing will be    

taking place over the next few weeks. 

 All interior wooden doors are installed and equipped with the 

specified hardware. 
 

Special thanks to the SBC for their incredible work:  Mark Imse, Chair; 
Wayne Page, Vice Chair; Lonn Beaudin,  Jim Bonofiglio, Joe Fahey, 
Rene Gibree, Bob Grossman, Paul Marrone, Joe Miller, Bob Murray, 
Mike Sampson, Bill Westerlind, Jeff Slomski, and non-voting members,  
Howie Barber, Julie Jacobson, Ed Kazanovicz and Maryellen Brunelle. 

 

 
 

NEW AUBURN MIDDLE SCHOOL UPDATE 

LIST OF COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES ACCEPTING AHS CLASS OF 2015 STUDENTS 

Alfred University 
American International College 
American University 
Anna Maria College 
The Art Institute of CA—Los Angeles 
Assumption College 
Bay State College 
Becker College 
Bentley University 
Boston College 
Bridgewater State University 
Bryant University 
University of California, Los Angeles 
University of California, Santa Barbara 
Central Connecticut State University 
Champlain College 
Coastal Carolina University 
Colby-Sawyer College 
University of Connecticut 
Curry College 
Duquesne University 
East Carolina University 
Emerson College 
Emmanuel College 
Fairfield University 
Fitchburg State University 
Fordham University 
Framingham State University 
Franklin Pierce University 
University of Hartford (College of       
Education, Nursing and Health) 

College of the Holy Cross 
Ithaca College 
Johnson and Wales University (Providence) 
Kean University 
Keene State College 
Lasell College 
Lesley University 
Long Island University 
Loyola University, Maryland 
University of Maine 
Manhattanville College 
Marist College 
MCPHS—Mass College of Pharmacy and 
Health Sciences 
Massachusetts Maritime Academy 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst, 
Boston, Dartmouth and Lowell 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst 
(College of Engineering) 
Merrimack College 
Mount Holyoke College 
New England College 
New England Institute of Technology 
University of New England 
University of New Hampshire 
University of New Haven 
Newbury College 

Nichols College 
University of North Carolina (Wilmington) 
Northeastern University 
Pace University, New York City 
Philadelphia University 
Plymouth State University 
Providence College 
Quinnipiac University 
Quinsigamond Community College 
Regis College 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute  
University of Rhode Island 
Rochester Institute of Technology 
Roger Williams University 
Rutgers University, New Brunswick 
Saint Anselm College 
Saint Leo University 
Saint Michael’s College 
Salem State University 
Salve Regina University 
Seton Hall University 
Siena College 
University of Southern California 
Southern New Hampshire University 
Springfield College 
State University of New York at Albany 
Stonehill College 
Suffolk University 
The University of Tampa 
Towson University 
University of Vermont 

University of Vermont (College of    
Engineering and Mathematics) 
University of Vermont (College of    
Nursing and Health Sciences) 
Wentworth Institute of Technology 
Western New England University 
Westfield State University 
Wheaton College, MA 
Wheelock College 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute 
Worcester State University 
Xavier University 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hats off to all of the 159   
graduates of the Class of 
2015.  We wish them well 
on the next step of their     

journey!! 
 


