
Where does the time go? 
 

It seems nearly impossible to believe 

that another successful school year 

has come to a close, but with June 

16th just around the corner, that is 

undoubtedly the case.   
 

As we close this year, it is the perfect 

time to reflect on some of the     

progress that has been made and 

the achievements that have been 

realized.  This edition of the District 

Newsletter is intended to do just 

that:  give you a glimpse back over 

the many events and activities that 

took place, hoping that you, like us, 

are proud of what was                 

accomplished.  As stated on       

numerous previous occasions, the 

successes being realized in the 

Auburn Public Schools are the direct 

result of the concerted efforts of all 

members of the APS Team, making 

this the perfect time to say THANK 

YOU as we prepare to head off to 

enjoy a wonderful summer. 
 

With the Summer of 2015 having 

been affectionately dubbed the 

“Summer of Transitions,” I think we 

all agree that the District undeniably 

“looks” different than it did in    

previous years, however what has 

not changed is our unwavering  

commitment to our students and 

their success. 
   

I am hopeful that the summer break 

affords you and your family some 

relaxation, rest, fun and a slightly 

slower pace. 
 

On behalf of the APS Team, I thank 

you for sharing your children with us 

and we look forward to seeing them 

on August 31st for the start of the 

2016-2017 school year. 
 

Dr. Maryellen Brunelle 

Superintendent of Schools 

A Year in Review...Looking Back as We Move Forward 

Once again a year has sped by, but in 

looking back it is clear that Auburn 

Public Schools did not stand still for 

even a minute of that year.  At the 

elementary level we spent the year 

implementing a new K-5 math     

program.  This included training,  

troubleshooting, collaborative      

sharing, and resulted in students 

with math and technology skills    

beyond what we had been used to.  

The feedback from teachers,        

principals, and the math coach speak 

to a higher level of rigor which has 

assisted our students in acquiring 

higher levels of numeracy. Next year, 

in year two, even greater results 

should be seen.  In addition to math, 

the elementary teachers spent the 

year examining ELA programs and 

have voted to adopt the Wonders 

program by McGraw-Hill, beginning in 

the 2016-2017 school year.  

At the middle school level, teachers 

across disciplines engaged in a    

thorough literacy study that included 

reading and learning about research 

related to adolescent literacy, Re-

sponse to Intervention (RtI) Models 

for secondary schools and accommo-

dating schedules for RtI. This was 

year-long work, but moving into the 

2016-2017 school year, students 

and staff should be in a better 

place for ensuring that students 

are afforded multiple opportunities 

for targeted skill instruction and for 

supported literacy instruction in 

the content areas. 

Auburn High School focused more 

closely on co-teaching and the 

accompanying training. This     

resulted in more inclusive        

practices across content areas as 

well as some changes to lengths of 

some course offerings. Auburn 

High School has also been very 

involved in creating an opportunity 

for our students to engage in some 

concurrent enrollment               

opportunities with Quinsigamond 

Community College. It is hoped 

that the very first opportunity will 

begin this summer with more being 

offered in the next school year. 

Our youngest Rockets welcomed a 

new group of friends from the 

newly established full-day four year 

old program. This program filled up 

quickly and as a result, we will be 

adding another for the 2016-2017 

school year.  All preschool staff use 

the OWL curriculum for numeracy 

and literacy along with center-based      

learning and developmental play. Early 

literacy and numeracy assessments 

help target the students that need  

additional focused instruction. 

STEM has been a focus across the 

schools and many learning activities 

have been added at all levels.  AP    

students and their teachers from AHS 

initiated visits to the elementary 

schools in order to share their own  

excitement for science and STEM—it 

was a huge success!   STEM cannot 

only be found in the classrooms but 

also in after school clubs and summer 

camps. STEM is becoming a much more      

common acronym and is engaging our 

students in inquiry, higher level thinking 

and problem solving. 

Staff will officially end the 2015-2016 

school year in just a few days but most 

will continue to be involved in graduate 

courses and/or summer curriculum 

work for a few weeks throughout the 

summer. They are an extraordinary 

group of very committed educators, and 

the very few initiatives described above 

are just a small sampling of all they do. 

We are Auburn! 

Dr. Kathy Lauzé 

Assistant Superintendent  
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Reminder :       

Thursday, June 16th will be a 

half day of school for students, 

with no lunches 

being served and 

no after school 

programs being in 

session.               What a Year It’s Been! 
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Education is the      

kindling of a flame, not 

the filling of a vessel. 

-Socrates 



grade eight spent four days in Washington, D.C. exploring monuments and 

museums. Grade seven students read the classic, “A  Christmas Story,” by 

Charles Dickens and then went to see the play performed at Worcester’s 

beautiful Hanover Theater. The grade six students had a field trip come to 

them with a portable planetarium to study the stars and explored Wachusett          

Mountain State Reservation. Tom Sawyer Day, Career Day, College Day and 

History Day were fun-filled days here at the middle school again this year. A 

few of our educational assemblies, including Flag for Hope, STEM             

Experiments with “Elephant Tooth Paste,”, Greek Culture Day and India    

Culture Day were new but also terrific.  
 

We were treated to performances by our Auburn Middle School Chorus and 

Band and new this year was the Drum Line who brought down the house 

along with the Middle School Marching Band ……..Bravo! 
 

The AMS play filled the high school auditorium for with 

their presentation of “Peter Pan, Jr.” Our   middle school 

students outdid themselves again under the direction of 

Mrs. Karin Graves and performed for two sold out 

shows.  
 

Also, a new partnership with the Auburn Rotary on a Community Service 

Learning Project resulted in the purchase of a Shelter Box for those families 

who have lost their home to a natural disaster worldwide.   
 

New this year was the expansion of our 

clubs to Rockets to Rockets, (special    

education students mentored by their 

peers), a reverse inclusion adaptive    

physical education class, (both regular 

education and special education students 

engaged in physical 

education), Spring Intramural Sports, National Junior 

Honor Society, (a society for students who make a 

pledge to scholarship, leadership, service and         

character), Student Council partnered with our 

neighbors at the Life Care of Auburn for several events.  

 

And if that isn’t enough, we look forward to the addition of another after 

school program next school year:  VEX Robotics! 

Joe Gagnon 

Principal, AMS 

AMS YEAR IN REVIEW 
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I would be remiss if I didn’t take 

one last opportunity to thank all 

those who put the “new” middle 

school on the map; yes Google 

Maps actually called me last  

summer. Google Maps asked if 

the new address of Auburn      

Middle School was 9 West Street 

and I proudly answered, “Yes!” Thank you again to our contractor Fontaine 

Brothers, architects Lamoureux-Pagano & Associ-

ates, the School Building  Committee, the Auburn 

School Committee,   Auburn Town Officials, our Dis-

trict Leadership Team and, most importantly, thank 

you to the community of Auburn for funding the most    

technological advanced middle school on the map 

while maintaining a traditional brick and mortar appeal.   
 

The 1:1 iPad initiative has now become a full-fledged program into      

combining advanced electronics with great teachers. Every classroom in 

grades 6-8 has an interactive board connected to a document camera all 

of which are utilized in a hybrid environment.   
 

Positive Behavior Supports and Interventions (PBIS) remains the culture 

after seven years running strong. PBIS is supported with many booster 

events to encourage and foster this dynamic program. The addition of a 

school store, where both S.O.A.R. bucks and U.S. Dollars are accepted, is 

another added bonus.  
 

The teachers of AMS continue to remain cutting edge in their 

use of educational best practices. This year, teachers engaged 

in co-teaching for their fifth year, with almost all of our        

students receiving direct instruction in their core classrooms. 

Keys to Literacy, also in its fifth year, continues with the     

addition of close reading and argument writing to our English 

teachers’ repertoire. New this year, we tested over 

615 students in both English and Mathematics on the state-

mandated PARCC test in a six-day window which allowed more 

time for direct instruction and less testing time.   
 

Another aspect of middle school life is project-based learning 

activities. The middle school’s largest project-based learning 

activities culminate with educational field trips. Students in  

 

The Facilities Department has once again had a very productive year. 

Our focus each day is to provide the best and safest learning environ-

ment with the least amount of disruption as possible.  Here is a snap 

shot of the seasons of the year: 
 

Fall  

Throughout the summer and into the start of the school year saw the 

completion of a total roof replacement at Bryn Mawr School and a 

new boiler and roof replacements at Swanson Road Intermediate 

School. We not only reaped the benefits of these projects, we as a 

District will also benefit from the energy  savings, with those funds 

being put back into the classrooms.  
 

Winter  

On Monday, February 15th, a sprinkler pipe 

burst causing $100,000 worth of damage to 

the Guidance Department at Auburn High 

School.  Because of the swift clean up        

performed by our custodial team, as well as 

the help of the Auburn Fire Department, school 

was able to open on time, after the             

abbreviated February vacation, on Wednesday, 

February 17th with very little disturbance.  

 

Spring  

During the spring months, we participated in the Town-wide clean up day by 

recycling all of our unused chemicals from all of our schools.  
 

Summer  

We are installing a new modular classroom at Bryn Mawr. We are upgrading 

the electrical service at Pakachoag. We are in the process of upgrading the 

locking system of the remaining two buildings. 
 

We are also excited to announce that we have been approved by the MSBA    

Accelerated Repair Program to install a new roof at Pakachoag School. 

At Bryn Mawr School we are also installing heat pumps in each of the   

classrooms. 
 

We are in the process of upgrading our phone service, connecting all of our  

buildings to the same network. Most importantly, each classroom will be 

able to call out – making a 911 emergency call, if necessary.   
 

I would like to give special recognition to all of our custodial staff who    

handle our four seasons so graciously and professionally. Unlike the 

weather, which changes day to day, they stay the course of doing the     

ordinary daily things extraordinarily well.  

 

Joseph Fahey  

Director of Facilities     
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Passing the Torch…. 

             As the current school year comes to a close and we prepare to launch 

the 2016-2017 school year, there are APS Team members who are  

leaving us for retirement and we thank each for their contributions.  In 

total, their years of service to the Auburn Public Schools totals over one 

hundred fifty years and during those years they have made tremendous 

contributions, as well as having demonstrated sincere dedication and 

commitment to our students, staff and programming.   The entire APS Team 

sends along sincere THANKS and wishes each a happy, healthy and fun-filled 

retirement!  Congratulations go to Mary Casey, SWIS Music teacher;  James Collins, AMS 

Grade 6 Social Studies teacher;  Jane Harrington, PAK Literacy IA; Deb Nordberg, PAK Kindergarten IA; 

Joyce McGregor, SWIS Grade 5 teacher; Charlie Pietrello, AHS Music teacher and APS Fine Arts Director; 

Sue Saunders, Elementary Team Chair; and Glenna Sullivan, PAK School Nurse.  On behalf of the     

students and staff, we say a most sincere, “THANK YOU ALL and Happy Retirement!” 
 

As the year winds down, I think of so many wonderful things that have 

taken place at Bryn Mawr School.  Academically, students have grown 

tremendously.  This year, additional emphasis on STEM  activities has 

engaged students in science, technology and engineering activities on 

a regular basis.  Our students are active and involved learners in    

English Language Arts, Mathematics,  Science and Social Studies.   
 

This year, we have also participated in a number of Community Service Learning activities.  

Earlier in the year, in conjunction with our reading incentive program, we collected pajamas 

for children in need.  We collected nearly 100 pairs of pajamas!  More recently, we collected 

personal items to send to the unit of one of our fathers who is on active duty.   We sent a 

wide range of items that are not readily available in  Afghanistan.  The students also      

created pictures using their fingerprints to brighten the day of the soldiers.  Some of our 

older students wrote letters to thank them for their service. Second grade students        

completed You Rock!  They learned a song to present to our school 

volunteers and also painted rocks with words of encouragement 

and kindness.  The idea is to leave the rock in a random place for a 

person to find.  Perhaps there is a person in need of some        

encouragement that day.  Bryn Mawr School is a 

wonderful and generous community. 
 

I am also very proud of our emphasis on encouraging a growth mindset in our 

students.  Teachers remind students that effort and engagement in the work 

leads to success.  Students and classrooms were recognized for exceptional 

work throughout the school year.  However, this recognition included a      

reminder about why the students were successful with the work.  Often, students were  

complimented for applying newly learned strategies to their class work.  Other times,     

students were complimented for sticking with an exceptionally challenging problem.  A 

growth mindset helps students to learn that hard work, effort and enthusiasm toward   

learning leads to great things.   For Bryn Mawr School, it was a terrific year all around.  We 

truly are a community of learners.  I look forward to our continued emphasis on developing 

a growth mindset. 
 

This summer, remind your child that they learned to ride their bike because they kept    

practicing, or they learned to swim because they listened to the swim instructor and they 

used the strategies the instructor gave them.  Learning is within their control...we just need 

to develop the grit and determination needed to embrace the challenge.  On behalf of the 

staff of Bryn Mawr School, I wish you all a safe, restful and fun-filled summer. 

Beth Chamberland 

Principal, Bryn Mawr School 

Just as a parents celebrate the accomplishments of 

their child in their first year of development, I, too,   

celebrate our first year of accomplishments at the 

Pakachoag Elementary School. Our students and staff 

made Pakachoag their new home and continued its 

reputation of success.  
 

We hosted monthly PAK Pride T-shirts 

days to remind ourselves that we are 

“one” pack. We partnered with the 

Worcester Bravehearts to bring the 

“Exercise Your Mind” Reading Program to our stu-

dents and their families. In January, we welcomed our    

families into our classrooms to showcase the learning 

of our students. PAK was featured for the first time on 

Charter TV 3 as we, “Shook It Off” for ALS.            

Grand-parents joined their grandchildren for Books 

and Bagels to foster relationships and to support the    

importance of reading. 
 

Some enrichment programs 

that we enjoyed together for 

the first time included the 

Top Secret Science Guy, the 

Dr. Seuss Magic Show and   

T-Bone Stankus, all generously funded by the Auburn 

MA PTO.  Students conducted hands-on science     

experiments, learned that reading is magical and that 

your imagination can take you anywhere.  
 

Through the dedication and 

support of the PAK staff, our 

students have reached       

academic, physical, emotional 

and social milestones. From 

developing new friendships to 

acquiring new skills and   knowledge each and every 

child experienced personal achievement in their first 

year at the Pakachoag           Elementary School. 
 

Thank you for attending our school events for the first 

time at PAK! Thank you for volunteering for the first 

time in our new home! Thank you to the Auburn MA 

PTO who came together for the first time as a united 

organization and showed that teamwork and          

dedication truly do pay off! 
 

As I wrap up my first full year as    

Principal of Pakachoag Elementary 

School, I want to thank everyone for 

their support and understanding 

throughout this school year. I beam 

with PAK pride in my position as prin-

cipal and all that we have accomplished. I look for-

ward to many more successful years! 
 

Be sure to read, rest and relax this summer! 

 Jennifer Stanick 

Principal, Pakachoag School 

BRYN MAWR—YEAR IN REVIEW 



The first year at the Swanson Road Intermediate School has been quite 

memorable. As principal of this outstanding school community, I could 

not be more proud.  The dedicated staff, the wonderful students and the 

supportive parents have made our school exceptional.  Collectively we 

have created a warm, welcoming learning environment in which students 

have excelled. The accomplishments realized this year have brought 

such joy and excitement to the school and Town alike that it makes me      

tremendously proud to lead “Team Swanson.” 

This year, two very unique school communities full of talent and rich with 

traditions came together under one roof to create a culture of shared 

purpose as we worked to ensure every child at S.W.I.S. was successful.  

As a 1:2 iPad school, teachers creatively found ways to embed teaching 

practices inclusive of 21st century learning into children’s daily lives.  In 

doing so, they engaged and challenged students as they met individual 

student needs, as well as grade level benchmarks. As with anything new, 

we adapted and worked together as we learned about each other,     

implemented the new Go Math curriculum, overcame challenges, and 

celebrated many achievements. It truly was a team effort. 

On another note, throughout the year we had many school-based       

activities to bond us together as we adapted old traditions and created 

new ones specific to Swanson.  To name a just a few, our community 

celebrated the Spooky SWIS Spectacular, Turkey Trot, Pirate 

“Bookeneers,” The Great Kindness Challenge, spirit days, the Swanson 

Spring Social, and cultural events including the Afro-Brazilian Dance and 

Drumming Team, as well as Arabica.  All of these enriched our students’ 

school experience. I would be remiss if I did not mention the many     

parents and family members who     

volunteered and gave their time in our 

classrooms.  Many adults visited S.W.I.S. 

to present their area of expertise to   

students, complementing the content 

being learned, while adding an aspect of 

fun and real-world learning. 

During the course of this year, the Swanson Road Intermediate School 

community has been committed to service learning projects and helping 

those in need across our community and the 

world.  We raised money for AYFS, had     

holiday food drives, supported Pride-N-

Purpose, sent over 30 shipments of boxed 

candy and cards to men and women        

stationed around the world serving our    

country, have been revitalizing our courtyard, 

and discovered an arboretum on our grounds connecting us to our 

beautiful environment.  All of these projects have helped to connect 

our students to the people and world around them while under-

standing and appreciating the many wonderful things they have at 

Swanson, in Auburn and in their lives, in general.  

As the year draws to a close, we celebrate the many 

achievements made throughout our school           

community and applaud students for their hard work, 

mastery of new skills and personal growth.  We also 

celebrated the former Pakachoag staff and students 

for being recognized and honored as a National Blue 

Ribbon School.  Swanson proudly has the staff of two 

nationally recognized schools serving the 

community of Auburn.  Additionally, we 

are proud to have sent a S.W.I.S.       

robotics team representing Auburn to the 

World Championship Vex Robotics    

Competition in Louisville, Kentucky for 

the second straight year.  Moreover, two 

fifth grade TenMarks math teams ranked 11th and 12th in the Ten-

Marks National March Math Madness competition, quite an        

accomplishment.  It certainly has been a year to remember!  I look 

forward to the exciting future that lies ahead at the Swanson Road 

Intermediate School.   

I thank the entire community for its endless support provided 

throughout the year and wish you a wonderful and restful summer. I 

look forward to working with you and the children of Auburn in the 

fall as we continue this important job of educating our children. 

Susan Lopez 

Principal, SWIS 

The Auburn Public Schools Fine Arts            

Department had a great year.  Students      

performed in many concerts in school and 

around Town, as well as in many festivals and 

competitions.  Young artists created and     

displayed art work in schools, town buildings 

and culminated with the 

Festival of Arts, STEM and 

Wellness. 

The Arts have played an 

important role in the   

development of our young 

people.  I have watched the senior class grow 

and develop from kindergarten to senior year to 

blossom into the talented, well-rounded      

individuals they have become.   

As we close out this school year, I want to say 

thank you to the town of Auburn and the     

Auburn Public Schools for 30 wonderful years 

of teaching music to our awesome students.  It 

has been a pleasure to get to know all of you 

and as I go into my retirement, I wish the    

Auburn Public Schools continued success in 

the Arts. 

Charlie Pietrello, Fine Arts Director 

FAREWELL FROM MR. PIETRELLO 
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The 2015-2016 school year at Auburn High School was another strong year for faculty and      

students. Students continued to achieve at high levels in the classroom, on the stage and on the 

athletic fields.  
 

This year, 17 Advanced Placement (AP) courses were offered on-site to students. The newly     

redesigned PSAT was administered to all students in grades 9-11, with the data from these tests 

used to help students hone their skills. We also enjoyed the first year of hybrid instruction in 

grades 9-12, as every student was provided with a District-issued iPad. We look forward to      

continuing our work in this area moving into next year. The District’s co-teaching initiative        

continued to make steady progress under the belief that all students deserve equitable           

educational opportunities.  
 

Students enjoyed team building trips to Mount Wachusett, Boda Borg and the Adventure Park with 

our faculty, while also attending numerous other field trips that were extensions of our core     

curriculum. Auburn High School had the pleasure of hosting Chinese exchange students for a 

couple of days this year, while students ventured to Quebec, Canada and Madrid, Spain.  

Our athletic teams had a strong showing again in league, district and state play. Our girls’ field 

hockey team returned to the state finals at WPI, losing to a tough Watertown team.  The boys’ 

track team won its first ever state championship, while the girls’ softball team won Auburn High 

School’s first ever district championship.  
 

In May, we celebrated the science, music, and art programs at our annual Auburn Public Schools’ 

Festival of the Arts, STEM and Wellness program. Many of Auburn High School’s artists were   

recognized for and published their work, while the music program boasted countless awards at 

regional and state competitions. The highlight of the spring was the music department’s          

production of “Seussical” which played to a packed house for three consecutive nights, and    

garnered recognition from the TAMY awards fashioned after Broadway’s Tony awards.  

Continued on page 5…. 

 

       Auburn High School—Year in Review 



As I reflect on my first year as Director of Pupil 

Services, there are many experiences I have 

been so fortunate to be a part of with our     

students. From the focused academic work in 

their classrooms to the extracurricular activities 

they so enthusiastically take part in, the 2015-

16 school year has been one of great           

accomplishments and pride for our students.  
 

This year saw the        

continued success of the 

Auburn High School   

Rockets to Rockets     

program, where students 

with and without          

disabilities meet,         

participate in activities 

and outings and build friendships. This year, in 

February, the two student leaders from the high 

school group, along with the program, was   

recognized by Christa Delcamp and the WHDH 

News Team as a “Class Act.”  With such an  

outstanding model, the Rockets to Rockets 

program was started this spring at the Auburn 

Middle School and met with a large  

group of interested members. 

Both the high school and middle 

school Rockets to Rockets clubs 

are part of a growing movement to 

ensure socialization of students 

with and without disabilities in and 

out of the classroom and school 

building. With the support of dedicated staff,    

students develop self-esteem, 

confidence and new friendships.   

Unified Track made its debut in 

Auburn this spring. With over 30 

members and an enthusiastic 

coaching staff, these athletes 

took part in track meets with other school        

districts, both at home and away, along with MIAA 

sanctioned District and State track meets. Many of 

our Auburn athletes took home medals for       

finishing in the top 3 in both district and state 

meets!  A sampling of the events our athletes  

participated in were shot put, javelin, long jump, 

100 m dash and relay races. Go Rockets! 
 

 

Finally, on May 20, over 40 students from 

Auburn partnered with students from the 

Leicester Public Schools in the Special 

Olympics School Day Games, held in 

Leicester. A fun day, complete with    

opening ceremonies, created an Olympic 

Village that the students loved and was 

enjoyed by staff and families alike. 

 

As the school year closes, I wish all     

Auburn families a safe, restful and      

enjoyable summer. Thank you for your 

support of our students and our schools! 

Rosemary Reidy 

Director of Pupil Services 
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REFLECTIONS AND PRIDE 

As the Auburn Public School District looks to the close of the 2015-2016 

school year, I can say it has been a prosperous year in relation to building 

construction.  In the fall of 2015, the school department turned over the 

Julia Bancroft and Mary D. Stone buildings to the Town, with the opening of 

the new Middle School and the repurposing of the old middle school into 

the Swanson Road Intermediate School.   This allowed the District to     

transition the old middle school into a building which brought together our 

third, fourth and fifth graders under one roof at 10 Swanson Road. 

A great deal of work went into refurbishing the Swanson Road building for 

the lower grade levels.  Additionally, the District benefitted with the        

approval from the Massachusetts School Building Authority for two new 

projects as part of the Accelerated Repair Program.  This particular program 

operates by allowing the participating School District to allocate and pay for 

the projects up front but then through a process of reimbursement, a    

portion of the project is repaid to the District by the MSBA.  Swanson Road 

Intermediate was approved for a new roof and a new boiler, with a budget 

of $1,656,978.  Through the Accelerated Repair the Town and District were 

able to save roughly $897,418 which is the 54.16% that the MSBA agreed 

to pay towards the final cost.  These are funds that would have normally 

had to come from Capital Improvement Program (CIP) funds, so the benefit 

to the Auburn community was substantial. 

At the same time, the Bryn Mawr Elementary School was also     

approved for an Accelerated Repair Project to replace the building’s 

roof.  This project was budgeted at $714,577 and with the 54.16% 

reimbursement rate, the Town and District were able to save roughly 

$385,829 with funding provided by MSBA.  Continuing to look 

ahead, the Auburn School District, with support of the Town, recently 

applied for another Accelerated Repair Project for a proposed new 

roof at Pakachoag Elementary School.  At present, the District has 

been invited to participate and will be moving forward with steps to 

hopefully receive final approval from MSBA for the project to       

proceed. 

In closing, the Auburn School District, in cooperation with the Town 

of Auburn, has been able to take two of the oldest school buildings 

offline and bring a brand new state of the art Middle School on 

board.  The District buildings have benefitted with two new roofs and 

a new boiler, with the potential for a new roof at Pakachoag        

Elementary on the horizon.  The Auburn Public Schools, with the 

support of the Town and resources available through the Mass 

School Building Authority, have been proactive in maintaining their 

public school buildings, seeking avenues which will benefit the   

Auburn community while not adding to their tax burden. 

Cecelia Wirzbicki 

School Business Manager 

School Business Matters: 

AHS—Year in Review            Continued from Page 4 

On June 3, 2016, in the Dr. Arthur and Martha Pappas 

gymnasium, we said goodbye to the 144 members of 

the Class of 2016. As always, the gymnasium was at      

capacity to wish a fond farewell to a bright and talented 

class, as well as to say thank you to the retiring Mr. 

Charles J. Pietrello, a 30-year veteran of the Auburn Public Schools. The Auburn 

Public Schools also donated $3,520 dollars to the Officer Ronald J. Tarentino 

fund, which was established to support the family of our recently fallen hero.  

Casey Handfield 

AHS Principal 



FOOD SERVICES—A YEAR IN REVIEW  

 

As the final day of the 2015-2016 school year is nearly upon us, 

Auburn Food Services is hard at work to prepare for what is sure to 

be a monumental summer, making plans for the next school year.  

This time of year is a great opportunity for our program to gather       

feedback from our customers.  Food services surveys have been 

emailed to every student/family and we are excited to see so many 

responses steadily coming in.  We want to hear from you, so be sure 

to complete the survey and we will include your feedback as we 

plan menus for the coming year. 

As I reflect on this past year, it has been a whirlwind and particularly 

busy with opening new kitchens at Auburn Middle School and the 

Swanson Road Intermediate School.  Our Food Service staff is very 

talented and it has been a positive process to build high performing 

teams at each school and to offer staff opportunities for growth and 

skill development.  It is a true honor to lead this talented group and 

to serve our wonderful students and families in the Auburn           

community. 

There were numerous highlights this 

school year, one of those being our 

partnership with Cornell University 

and the MA Department of              

Education’s Smarter Lunchroom 

Movement.   Auburn Public Schools 

was one of only 10% of MA schools that participated in this        

program.  We achieved great feedback and recognition for our    

efforts to increase student decisions to 

add more fresh fruits and vegetables to 

their trays at lunch time.  We will      

continue our local efforts next year to 

further increase availability and student 

consumption of fresh fruits and        

vegetables, as well as lowfat white milk.  We increased consump-

tion from these categories district-wide as a result of our many   

efforts.  We are delighted by the results to increase student       

nutrition. 

During the year, we have continued to refine our food service     

purchasing program through our participation in a collaborative that 

includes 93 Massachusetts school districts, thus giving us better 

buying power.  This network supports our efforts to advance our 

ability to bring in more fresh fruits and produce along with          

expanded menu ingredients for new menu items.  USDA National 

School Nutrition Standards continue to evolve and we are keeping 

pace with the nutrition requirements while at the same time      

remaining fiscally balanced.  Our short and long term goals are to 

continue to increase student meal participation for all our district 

schools, as well as to support student health and wellness.   

I am continuing to move our Auburn Food Services program forward 

in embracing healthy food preparation techniques, new recipes, and 

ingredient options while introducing many new concept dining     

options this year.  We are approaching the start of year three in our 

Auburn’s Clean Food Label Initiative as we actively engage in  

strategies within our food service program to serve less processed 

foods, decrease artificial ingredients and to add more fresh fruits 

and vegetables, etc.  This year we have brought in many new menu 

items such as fresh school made Paninis, an Asian Noodle Bar, 

Southwest Burrito Bar, oven roasted vegetables, farm to school  

local and regional fruit and produce, fresh cider with no 

preservatives, and most recently our Pho Vietnamese 

Bowl at AHS, just to name a few new menu concepts.   

We have also allocated more USDA funding through the 

Department of Defense Fruit and Produce Program, as 

well as bringing in strawberries, kiwi, watermelon, pears, 

and much more,  We have also partnered with a local business, Northeast 

Pizza, to formulate a pizza that meets our school nutrition standards and 

students just love it!  We would like to expand our partnerships locally. 

Next year, on Tuesdays we will feature “Taste Test  

Tuesday” at all schools to offer students opportunities 

to sample new menu items.  There is much more to 

come this fall! 

Additionally,  Auburn Public Schools District Wellness Committee members 

have been active in supporting and influencing the health and well-being of 

our students.  Grant applications have been submitted to expand our food 

service and activity programs and we look forward to the potential of   

starting exciting student initiatives for the coming year. 

In March, we received our USDA and MA DESE    

Administrative School Food Services Program     

Review which is conducted every three years and 

our department received exemplary standing for 

our nutrition program. 

In June, Auburn Public Schools Food Services Breakfast Program was  

recognized by the MA Department of Elementary and Secondary            

Education’s Nutrition Outreach Program through Project Bread,  for the 

increase in breakfast participation district wide and especially at Swanson 

Road Intermediate School (SWIS.)  Overall breakfast participation has  

increased through our breakfast promotions to increase student access to 

enjoy a great breakfast to start their day.  We were honored to have      

present Senator Moore, Representative Frost, Superintendent Brunelle, 

Assistant Superintendent Lauzé, and our Town Manager, Julie Jacobson, 

along with so many other Town officials and district staff. We very much 

appreciate their advocacy and support for our children in Auburn. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Our SWIS students helped to share their thoughts on “Why breakfast is so 

important!” to academic achievement and health.  “Breakfast after the 

Bell” and our “Breakfast to Go” model reaches 24% of our students at 

SWIS.  SWIS also serves approximately 

38% of our breakfast meals district 

wide.     During the month of May we 

served over 7,000 breakfast meals at 

SWIS alone!   Happy Summer! 

http://tinyurl.com/h3r7thv 

Janice King 

Food Services Director 
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While the years change and student-athletes graduate, the overall       

excellence of the Auburn High School athletic program rolls on. On the 

courts, playing fields and the track, the 2015-2016 academic year      

delivered yet another batch of individual accomplishments and team  

successes. Off the field the Rockets made their mark as well, both in the 

classroom and in the community. 
 

In the fall the field hockey, girls’ soccer and football teams all turned in 

seasons to remember. 
 

The field hockey team won its first 23 games, a school record, not losing 

until reaching its third straight Massachusetts Division 2 state            

championship game. Along the way, the Rockets also won a third straight 

Central Mass. Division 2 Championship. 
 

The girls’ soccer team finished play with a 13-5-2 mark with the highlight 

of the season being a stirring come-from-behind 4-3 victory over        

Tyngsborough in the quarterfinal round of the Central Mass. Division 3 

Tournament. 
 

Trailing 3-1 with time running out, Jordyn Abasciano scored off an assist 

from Emily Sarkisian to cut the Rockets’ deficit to just a goal, 3-2. With 

1:10 showing on the game clock, Sam Moreau tied the game, 3-3 on a 30-

yard direct kick which, ultimately, sent the game into overtime. After two 

scoreless overtime periods Auburn won the game, 4-3, by winning the 

battle of penalty kicks 2-1. Jackie Landry and Colleen Cutting scored 

shootout goals while goalie Sarah Fahey allowed just one of the five  

shootout kicks she faced to get past her. 
  

The football team rebounded from a slow start to win its final six games 

and finish 7-4. The win streak was highlighted by many thrilling victories, 

none more inspirational perhaps than the Rockets’ Thanksgiving Day win 

over Holy Name High School.  
 

Also in the fall, the cheer squad, captained by Katie Ruzzoli, finished    

second in the Southern Worcester County League and earned a qualifying 

score for the state competition, which it competed in after finishing third 

at the regional competition. In addition, the Rocket Marching Band      

finished second in its district-wide competition and the Unified Bocce 

team participated in the state-wide tournament. 
 

Auburn athletes selected to the T&G’s Fall Super Team included Ben Jette 

(football), Shannon Hynes (field hockey), Abby Lucas (field hockey), Jianna 

Baroni (girls’ soccer) and Jack Scavone (boys’ golf). Earning Honorable 

Mention honors were Thomas “T.J.” Medlin (football), Jess Clifford (field 

hockey), Jackie Clark (field hockey) and Kileigh Hynes (field hockey). 
 

Highlighting the winter season accomplishments were performances 

turned in by Sarah Cavanaugh, the cheer squad 

and the girls’ basketball team. 
 

Cavanaugh, a junior on the Rockets’ indoor track 

team, not only qualified for the two-mile run at 

the state indoor track All-Class Meet, but her 12th 

place finish in the event allowed her to punch her 

ticket for the New England Regional indoor track 

meet. In addition, her time of 11 minutes, 30 

seconds in the two-mile run at the Southern 

Worcester County League Meet allowed        

Cavanaugh to break the previous league record 

in the event by a jaw-popping 18 seconds. 

The cheer squad, led by coach Caitlin Sa, finished second in the Southern 

Worcester County League and used a good showing in the regional       

tournament to vault into the state tournament.    

The Auburn High girls’ basketball team, under the direction of first-year 

coach Nicole LeProvost, shrugged off a slow start to win seven games  

 

in a row and 10 of 11, qualifying for the   Central Mass. Division 

2 tournament and finishing the season with a 12-9 record. 
 

The spring season has been highlighted by the success of the 

boys’ and girls’ track teams as well as the baseball, softball and 

boys’ tennis teams. 
 

The boys’ and girls’ outdoor track teams had terrific seasons, 

both teams winning the Central Mass. Class B Championship. 

The boys’ team also won the Central/Western Mass. Division 2 

championship while the girls finished sixth in the Central/

Western Mass. Division 2 championship. 
 

The boys’ team was led by Tom Anderson, who won the 200 – 

in a meet-record time of 22.44 seconds – and finished second 

in the 100. Yulenny Ortiz won the long jump, with a leap of 21 

feet, 3-1/2 inches, and placed fourth in the triple jump. Also 

placing in the top six in the Central/Western Mass Division 2 

meet were Zack Randall, Dean Lemansky, Alex Hammond,  

Andrew Savage, Joe Conway and Billy Wright. 
 

The girls’ team was led by Sarah Cavanaugh, who won the two 

mile run in a time of 11 minutes, 25.99 seconds. 
 

The baseball team, the defending Central Mass. Tournament 

champion, finished the regular season 17-3 and advanced to 

the final where it played Groton-Dunstable for the right to go to 

the semifinal round of the state tournament.  Although they 

weren’t successful in that game, it was an outstanding season. 
 

The softball team also finished 

the regular season 17-3 and 

advanced to the Central Mass. 

Division 2 Tournament final for 

the first time in 32 years. They 

played SWCL rival Grafton for 

the championship, winning a 

close 2-1 game earning the Lady 

Rockets their first District     

softball title in the history of the school. 
 

The boys’ tennis team finished the season 16-5 and qualified 

for the Central Mass. Team Tournament. 
 

Off the field Auburn student-athletes were busy as well.  The 

newly-created AHS Leadership Ambassadors created and fully 

supported a fundraiser for former Auburn High athlete Nikki 

Berthiaume. The inaugural “Run for a Rocket,” a 5K Race, was 

held April 3. It was such a huge success that plans are in place 

to make this an annual event to help a deserving member of 

the community. 
 

Also, several student-athletes and sports teams participated in 

the 2015 Klepto 5K, with proceeds benefitting the Major David 

Brodeur Memorial Foundation.  Additionally, there is a       

heightened focus on Community Service which is being 

stressed by coaches and the athletic administration alike. 
 

Approximately 60 percent of Auburn High School’s National 

Honor Society members are on a varsity team roster and     

several NHS members are multi-sport athletes. Samantha 

Moreau, the 2016 Auburn High Valedictorian, is a three-sport 

athlete, competing in soccer, ice hockey and lacrosse. 
 

And, finally, the first-ever Student-Athlete Recognition Night for 

Auburn Middle School student-athletes was held in March.  

Thank you for your continued support of Auburn athletics. 

Brian Davis 

Athletic Director 
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Dr. Maryellen Brunelle 

Superintendent of Schools 

5 West Street 

Auburn, MA  01501 

 

Phone: 508-832-7755 

Fax: 508-832-7757 

E-mail: 

mbrunelle@auburn.k12.ma.us  

We’re on the web...visit us at www.auburn.k12.ma.us and like us on Facebook! 

Excellence  

in Education  

by Putting  

Students First 

“Our mission is to educate 
and prepare students for the 
opportunities and challenges 

of a changing world. 
changing world.” 

As the school years draws to a close, it is with great pride that I reflect on 

the amazing technology achievements our District realized this year.  Major 

technology initiatives are rare occurrences in schools, mostly due to high 

costs or limitations in resources.  However, this year we saw our District 

undertake several major technology projects that have not only infused 

new technology into our District, but have effectively altered the             

fundamental way with which technology is utilized in our classrooms.  This 

year we set a new course for technology, one that uses iPads to transition 

our classrooms away from traditional instructional strategies to new    

methods that incorporate 21st century skills.  The shift from desktop     

computers and laptop carts to a 1:1 model at Auburn Middle and Auburn 

High , marks a significant change to how learning occurs in our schools, 

one that helps assure our students have the skills necessary to be        

successful in an online and digital world. 

The implementation of a full 1:1 iPad program for students in grades 6-12 

stands out as an impressive accomplishment for our District.  Thanks in 

part to the Middle School building project, the District was able to provide 

every student in these grades with an iPad and protective case for the  

entire school year.  With input from our teachers, we provided students with 

a library of Apps that would allow them to use their iPads in all aspects of 

learning.  And by allowing students to take the devices home we were able 

to ensure that all of our students had access to the same high quality   

technology and tools necessary to positively impact all areas of their     

education. 

The 1:1 program has had far-reaching effects throughout our District.  

Once we implemented the program at both Auburn High School and 

Auburn Middle School, we were able to redeploy existing iPad carts 

from those buildings to the Swanson Road Intermediate School.  This 

allowed us to provide enough carts in that building to ensure that 

every two classrooms could share an iPad cart, creating a 1:2        

environment for those students.  This inventory of iPads allows our 

teachers to more fully embrace the technology components of our 

GoMath! curriculum.  Furthermore, this has created capacity for our 

teachers to expand our students’ technology environment and we 

have seen increased usage of core tools such as Google Classroom 

and the Google Apps for Education.  These have become foundational 

skills for students and prepares them for success as they transition to 

the 1:1 program in 6th Grade. 

The District saw many other accomplishments throughout this school 

year.  The District is committed to supporting our staff and students 

with a technology-rich environment that provides equitable access to 

resources for all.  We will continue to responsibly move our technology 

program forward to ensure that Auburn students are prepared for the 

opportunities and challenges of a changing world. 
Eric Bouvier 

Director of Technology 
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LIST OF COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES ACCEPTING AHS CLASS OF 2016 STUDENTS 

University of Alabama 

Anna Maria College 

Assumption College 

Becker College 

Boston College 

University of Bridgeport 

Bridgewater State University 

Bryant University 

Champlain College 

Christopher Newport University 

University of Connecticut 

Curry College  

Curry College (School of Education) 

Emerson College  

Emmanuel College 

Endicott College 

University of Findlay 

Fisher College 

Fitchburg State University 

Fordham University—Lincoln Center 

Framingham State University 

 

Merrimack College 

Mount Ida College 

Mount Wachusett Community College  

University of New England 

University of New Hampshire at Durham 

Newbury College 

Nichols College 

Pennsylvania State University, Abington 

Plymou th State University 

Providence College 

Quinnipiac University 

Quinsigamond Comm. College 

Regis College 

Rensselaer Polytechnic Inst. 

Rhode Island College 

University of Rhode Island 

Rivier University 

Roger Williams University 

Saint Peter’s University 

Salem State University 

 

Salve Regina University 

Seton Hall University 

University of Southern Maine 

Southern New Hampshire 

University 

Springfield College 

St. John’s University—Queens  Campus 

Stonehill College 

Suffolk University 

Syracuse University 

The Ohio State University 

Wentworth Institute of Technology 

Western New England University 

Westfield State University 

Wheelock College 

Worcester Polytechnic Institute 

Worcester State University 
 

Hats off to all of the graduates 

of the Class of 2016.  We wish 

them well on the next step of 

their  journey!! 
 

Franklin Pierce University 

Hampshire College 

University of Hartford 

University of Hawaii at Manoa 

Hofstra University 

College of the Holy Cross 

Ithaca College 

Jackonsville University 

Johnson & Wales University 

Keene State College 

Lasell College 

Lesley University 

University of Maine 

Manhattan College 

Marist College 

Mass College of Art & Design 

Massachusetts College of Pharmacy 

& Health Sciences 

University of Massachusetts at 

Amherst, Boston, Dartmouth,  and 

Lowell 

Wrapping Up a Milestone Year for Technology 




