
With the close of another school 

year quickly approaching, this is the 

perfect time to reflect on all that 

has been accomplished, celebrating 

the many achievements that have 

been realized.  On behalf of the  

entire APS Team, I thank you for 

sharing your amazing children with 

us again this year and for your    

ongoing partnership. 

As has become our tradition, this 

final newsletter is devoted to “year 

in review” articles from each of our 

schools and departments.  You will 

read of our students excelling in the 

arts and athletics, as well as             

academically, across all grade    

levels.  You will read about the       

connections our students continue 

to make to the greater Auburn  

community, as well as about     

programs and performances that 

were held which welcomed you, our 

partners in education, into our 

schools.   Finally, you’ll read about 

the prestigious universities and       

colleges to which our recent    

graduates have been accepted, 

these being indicative of our      

concerted efforts to ensure that 

each child reaches his or her full    

potential.  

It was a tremendously positive and  

productive year and, on behalf of 

the entire APS Team, I thank you 

sincerely for your ongoing support.  

Ralph Marston once said, 

“Excellence is not a skill. It is an 

attitude.”  I am proud to say that 

the attitude we embrace is one of 

reaching ever higher and our     

students continue to be the direct 

beneficiaries of that commitment. 

As we soon head off to summer 

break, know that upon our         

students’ return in the fall, the 

same commitment to excellence 

and continuous improvement will 

be clearly evident.   

Wishing you a wonderful summer, 

 

Dr. Maryellen Brunelle 

Superintendent of Schools 

A Year in Review...Looking Back as We Move Forward 

As the 2016-2017 school year draws 

to a close, I am very pleased to    

highlight some of the many          

accomplishments across the District 

relating to teaching and learning.  At 

the elementary level we spent the 

year implementing a new K-5 reading 

program, entitled Wonders. All staff 

attended several trainings and then 

met monthly by grade level to ensure 

a consistent implementation. There 

are a myriad of resources within this 

program and though teachers are still 

uncovering many of them, the     

feedback regarding the program has 

been extremely positive.  Next year, 

year 2 of implementation should 

bring even greater rewards.  

In addition to this new program, the 

District adopted a new literacy 

screening tool, iReady, for students 

in grades 2-5. This tool assisted staff 

in assessing the vocabulary,        

comprehension and decoding skills 

of our students in order to correctly 

match them to any needed           

intervention.  The elementary staff 

was trained in one consistent       

approach to conducting data      

meetings through our ongoing work 

with The Hill for Literacy. A new    

kindergarten screening tool, the DIAL 

4, was also adopted and used for 

the first time this past April. Data 

from this tool will assist staff with 

planning instruction for the 2017-

2018 school year. 

At the middle school level,     

teachers implemented a new RtI 

model and provided an enrichment 

block for all students. This block 

allowed for targeted instruction to 

meet individual student needs. In 

addition, iReady was also piloted 

for a subset of 8th graders which 

allowed staff to determine which 

skills needed targeting. The     

reading department piloted an 

English Language Arts program 

called Language! Live for students 

needing remedial reading         

instruction.  All content classrooms 

continue to implement the       

identified strategies from Keys to 

Literacy, vocabulary and             

two-column notes.   

A new literacy action plan was 

developed by the Auburn Middle 

School’s Literacy Leadership Team 

in conjunction with The Hill for 

Literacy. This plan will be the guide 

for literacy work in the 2017-2018 

school year and includes a focus 

on establishing a formalized process for 

data meetings.  

Auburn High School continued         

expanding its co-teaching model with a 

Spanish co-taught course slated to be 

offered in the 2017-2018 school year.  

In addition, through a partnership with 

Quinsigamond Community College, 

some college level classes were offered 

to students at a much-reduced rate. 

These included Introduction to           

Microcomputers, English 101 as well as 

an Introduction to Technology course 

being offered in the summer. In total, 

nearly 50 students have taken         

advantage of this opportunity.   

Our preschool program continues to 

grow and next year there will be two 

sites, one at Auburn High School and 

one at Pakachoag School. This program 

serves students ages 3 and 4 and   

offers half-day and full-day options as 

well as before and after school care. 

The staff recently voted to adopt the 

PreK Wonders program to better align 

with our K-5 ELA programming. Training 

will take place prior to the start of next 

school year.  The District was also 

awarded a Best Practices grant which is 

focused at the PreK level.  Through this 

grant, the District will partner with other 

Auburn preschools to provide   
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Reminder :       

Monday, June 19th will be a half 

day of school for students, with no 

lunches being 

served and no 

after school     

programs being    

in session.               APS 2016-2017 Accomplishments 
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The 2016-2017 school year is coming to an end and the custodial 

team will start its summer cleaning schedule. They will once again be 

working together as a team to undertake summer projects. 

We are extremely fortunate to have in our District the buildings that 

we do.  By the end of this summer, the Pakachoag School roof will be 

replaced as part of the Massachusetts School Building Authority’s 

Accelerated Repair Program. This means that all of our school roofs 

will have been replaced recently.   

Looking back on this past year, we have continued to ensure the 

safety of our students and staff by 

upgrading the lockdown locks at the 

remaining two schools, Pakachoag 

and Bryn Mawr Schools. Code-

compliant door locks are a highly-

effective way to keep students safe. 

We have reduced our total energy use 

in 5 of our 6 buildings by having our     

custodians install LED lighting, with 

the new Middle School designed with 

LED lighting already incorporated. 

We will be continuing to install bottle filling stations at each of our 

schools to promote good health and sustainability. These stations 

will help eliminate the need for all of the plastic water bottles      

consumed and then discarded. We have also received support from 

the Auburn Recycling Program with them having installed recycling 

barrels throughout the District, both inside our buildings as well as 

outside. We look forward to the return of students and staff in     

August.                  

Joseph Fahey  

Director of Facilities     

Bryn Mawr: Year in Review 
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professional development in the areas of literacy and social-emotional 

learning.  The grant will also allow an expansion of our summer      

programming for these young students. 

Another grant that the District was awarded was The Youth Opioid  

Prevention Grant.  This grant was written in partnership with the     

Auburn Police Department, the Auburn Fire Department, the Town 

Manager’s Office and the Auburn Board of Health. Together a         

community approach to educating families about this epidemic was 

crafted to include a community kick-off, a Chris Herren presentation, a 

new drug prevention curriculum for Auburn Middle School students, 

training for the staff and parent supports. We are very excited to have 

been awarded this grant and look forward to the beginning roll-out in 

the upcoming school year. 

Though our staff will soon close down their classrooms, many will  

continue to be involved in graduate courses and/or summer           

curriculum work throughout the summer. They are an extraordinary 

group of very committed educators, and the accomplishments and 

initiatives highlighted above are just a small sampling of all they do.  

Auburn continually strives for excellence and ending each year by  

reflecting on the many accomplishments across the District gives us all 

cause to celebrate; however, at the same time we are already setting 

goals for next year! We are Auburn! 

Dr. Kathy Lauzé 

Assistant Superintendent  

Bryn Mawr School has had a wonderful and exciting 2016-2017 school 

year.  While it is hard to believe it is almost over, I truly enjoy the process 

of reflecting on our many accomplishments. 

Bryn Mawr School, along with the other elementary schools in the District, 

has been fortunate to enjoy updated curricula in both Math and English 

Language Arts.  Our second year of utilizing Go Math has been exciting 

and teachers and administrators are pleased with the mathematical 

growth our students show.  This year was our first year with Wonders for 

our English Language Arts programming.  Wonders, with a heavy         

emphasis on non-fiction texts and highly engaging themes, has           

reinvigorated our learning and our instruction in this area.  Students have 

experienced challenging texts, ongoing instruction and the development 

of their grammatical skills and reading and writing that is engaging.  We 

continue to also provide our students 

with science and engineering             

experiences while incorporating some of 

our social studies topics into the       

Wonders curriculum. 

This year Bryn Mawr School offered a 

number of after school programs for our 

students.  These programs included  

several science offerings, Lego building, 

arts and crafts and fitness for kids.  This 

programming truly enhanced the       

experience of our students by extending their day through this enrichment 

programming.  In the coming year, we hope to continue to offer extended 

day experiences for students.  I am thankful to the Bryn Mawr staff who 

developed and offered these programs. 

Community Service Learning continues to be constant at Bryn Mawr 

School.  We believe that connecting students to their local community and 

to the larger global community is an important component of our       

teaching.  This year, we sent bags of books to underserved communities 

and we sent cards of thanks to service men and women.  We welcomed 

our own families in for a “Special Person Luncheon” and we hope to   

continue that new tradition into the coming school year.  We received      

support from the Auburn High School AP science students this year as 

well.  These wonderful high school stu-

dents helped all of the students at Bryn 

Mawr School experience science topics in 

a hands-on way.  In the coming days, 

students from the Swanson Road School 

will visit us to demonstrate their skill with 

string instruments.  There are so many 

connections within the school and      

outside of the school that each           

contributed to the growth of our students. 

It truly has been an amazing year at Bryn Mawr School.  We wish all of our 

students and their families, along with the entire Auburn community, a 

safe and sunshine-filled summer.                         Dr. Beth Chamberland 

Principal, Bryn Mawr School 
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Passing the Torch…. 

As the current school year comes to a close and we prepare to launch the  

2017-2018 school year, there are APS Team members who are  leaving us for 

retirement and we thank each for their contributions.  In total, their years of 

service to the Auburn Public Schools totals over one hundred fifty years and 

during those years they have made tremendous contributions, as well as 

having demonstrated sincere dedication and commitment to our students, 

staff and programming.   The entire APS Team sends along sincere THANKS 

and wishes each a happy, healthy and fun-filled retirement!  Congratulations 

go to Kathy Bylund, BM Grade 2 teacher; Jane Donahue, Speech Pathologist 

at BM and PAK; Kathy Tobey, Health and Physical Education teacher at AHS; Pat Barkus, Cafeteria   

Assistant at BM; Betty Doggart, Cafeteria Manager at AMS; Deb Mahlert, Cafeteria Manager at SWIS; 

and Cheryl DiLeo, School Year Secretary at AMS.   On behalf of the  students and staff, we say a most 

sincere, “THANK YOU ALL and Happy Retirement!” 
 

As the 2016-2017 school year winds down I would like 

to thank the entire Auburn community for their        

continued support of technology in our District.  The 

students of Auburn are fortunate to have a community 

that provides them with the opportunity to utilize and 

integrate technology into their learning environment in 

order to enrich their learning experiences and prepare 

them for success. This school year saw our technology 

program continue to expand both academically and on 

an infrastructure level as well.   

It’s hard to believe but we have entered year three of 

our 1:1 iPad program for students in the Middle and 

High Schools.  We continue to see increased use of the 

iPads across all subjects.  Our staff and students   

continue to shift more learning opportunities to the 

iPads and the devices continue to become an integral 

part of the classroom.  

At the elementary schools, our students are increasing 

their usage of technology at all grades to facilitate 

curriculum programs such as GoMath and Wonders.  

These students are demonstrating increased          

technology skills as they use it more and more in their 

daily activities.  This increased usage has been       

especially noticeable as we entered MCAS testing.  Our 

students now respond to the online testing with ease, 

allowing them to focus on the content of the test.   

In order to ensure that the technology continues to 

function as expected, we continue to invest in our   

infrastructure and in protecting our users.  This year 

we successfully re-wired Bryn Mawr School to clean up 

obsolete and inefficient wiring, adding a wireless   

access point to each classroom in the process.  We will 

be re-wiring Pakachoag and adding the access points 

as well this summer.  This will ensure that students 

have adequate bandwidth to use with the iPads and 

complete their online activities.  We also added a new 

level of e-mail threat security to our network.  All    

District e-mail is now scanned in the cloud for         

malware, phishing scams, and SPAM.  By eliminating 

these threats before they get to our users, we are   

drastically minimizing the potential for malware to 

compromise our network or users’ accounts.   

Finally, our preparations for the 2017-2018 school 

year are underway and we have lots of exciting       

initiatives we will be working on this summer.  All staff 

and students can expect faster internet as we upgrade 

our connection to meet the increasing needs of the 

District.  High School students will be able to connect 

through new and updated wireless access points that 

take advantage of the newest wireless protocols for 

faster speed and more consistent connections.  The 

Middle School will enjoy faster connections as we   

increase the speed of their fiber network to 10 gigs.  

Intermediate and elementary school staff and students 

will have increased access to technology as we      

continue to expand inventories in those schools.   We 

are excited about these new initiatives and look     

forward to the new ways our staff and students will 

utilize the technology next year. 

Eric Bouvier, Director of Technology 

Reflections from Pakachoag 
As I reflect on the 2016-2017 school year for Pakachoag Elementary School, I proudly      

remember all of the wonderful academic and extracurricular activities that took place to  

enrich the lives of our students.  
 

Our teachers brought our new ELA program, Wonders, to 

life in our classrooms on a daily basis. We continued to 

refine our teaching of mathematics in our second year of 

our Go Math adoption. Students also enjoyed STEAM   

activities throughout the year in which they actively        

participated in science, technology, engineering, art, and             

mathematics. Technology instruction was broadened with the addition of Mrs. Kerry         

LeBreton, Technology Media Specialist. All students participated in typing lessons, coding 

lessons, and learned how to utilize QR codes, just to name a few of the exciting new lessons. 

A number of teachers offered after school enrichment programs this year which included: 

Science Club, Reader’s Theater, and Engineering with Legos. 
 

We continued our tradition of PAK Pride through our monthly T-shirt days to remind ourselves 

that we are “one” pack. Our students continued to earn paw prints and bus awards that   

represented their safe, respectful, and responsible behavior. Each grade level came together 

in the longstanding tradition of community celebrations to highlight their science and social 

studies curriculum for their families. We proudly partnered with 

the residents of Eddy Pond as pen pals and welcomed them as 

guests at various events throughout the year. 
 

Throughout the year, students and staff participated in a number 

of Community Service Learning projects. We held our annual Fall 

Food Drive and collected Halloween costumes for AYFS. Our    

second graders ran a “Mad Hatter Hat Drive” to benefit Dana-Farber. First graders “Adopted 

the Cops” to show our appreciation and support. The kinder-

garten team held a can drive during the town wide clean up to 

purchase new equipment for outdoor recess. Additionally, we 

held a Red Cross Blood Drive which helped to save over 70 lives 

and the students had a blast duct taping me to the wall during 

our “Stick it to Cancer” drive. The “PAK Pride” is a wonderful and 

generous community dedicated to helping others. 
 

The Auburn MA PTO generously funded our field trips to Davis Farmland, Southwick’s Zoo, 

and The Discovery Museum. We also enjoyed the Top Secret Science Guy, The Tommy James 

Magic Show, and T-Bone Stankus to enrich our students with imaginative and hands-on fun 

at PAK through their generosity. 
 

I look forward to the continued success and accomplishments of our students and staff in 

the coming years! On behalf of the Pakachoag staff, I wish you all a rejuvenating and          

fun-filled summer! 

Jennifer Stanick 

Principal, Pakachoag School 

TECHNOLOGY UPDATE 



The 2016-17 school year at AHS, 

was once again another strong year 

for the faculty and student body. 

Students continued to excel in a 

variety of different ways in the   

classroom, on the stage, and on the    

athletic fields.  

Academically, students continued to 

challenge themselves by enrolling in 

one or more of the 17 Advanced 

Placement (AP) courses we offer on-site. We administered 380 AP tests 

in the month of May. Students also participated in our Early College Pro-

gram with Quinsigamond Community College, which continues to grow in 

numbers.  Our STEAM programs  continue to attract students interested 

in this field. This year our students have worked to bring solar panels to 

the campus of AHS as a source of renewable energy. Finally, our            

co-teaching initiative is flourishing thanks in large part to the hard work 

of our teachers and students.  

Beyond academics, we proudly brought programming to AHS aimed at 

educating the whole child. Former NBA star and Fall River native Chris 

Herren came to speak to students in October about his rise and fall due 

to opioid addiction. In March, perennial Boston Marathoners Dick and 

Rick Hoyt visited with students about how they changed a culture in the 

sport of marathon running by getting people to understand that disability 

does not mean inability. We were also pleased to have representatives 

from the University of Massachusetts Trauma Center speak to students 

about the dangers of making poor decisions as it relates to their health 

during prom season.  

We continued, once again, to build community among the student body 

by sponsoring trips to Mount Wachusett, Boda Borg, and the Adven-

ture Park. We hosted a student from China for two weeks, as well as         

facilitated trips to Quebec and France for interested students. Our 

students maintained excellence on the playing fields with a majority 

of teams qualifying for district and state playoff competition.  Auburn 

High School also welcomed varsity boys’ and girls’ lacrosse for the 

first time in the school’s history, and continued to marvel at how 

well our students perform in Unified sporting events. This year we 

offered basketball and track to our special education athletes.  

This year, the music department traveled to Toronto to perform 

against other schools from all over North America. This year’s     

musical, Les Miserablés was perhaps the best high school drama 

production that Auburn High School has experienced in years.    

Several students received TAMY nominations and awards for their 

performances. The TAMY awards are fashioned after Broadway’s 

Tony Awards. In the art department, several students were          

recognized in local and state competitions for their work, and      

completed several projects for the school. These projects included a 

new mural outside of the history office demonstrating the history of 

communication across time and the senior mural for the Class of 

2017.  

Lastly, on June 2, 2017, diplomas were awarded to the members of 

the Class of 2017. Special recognition was awarded to Mrs.      

Katherine Tobey, who is retiring from her post as physical education 

teacher and department chair after a long and fruitful career     

teaching thousands of students over her 30 plus years in education. 

Thank you and wishing all a wonderful summer break.  

Casey Handfield 

Principal, Auburn High School 
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       A YEAR IN REVIEW AT AUBURN HIGH SCHOOL 

As we begin the final month of the 2016-2017 

school year, it is with great pride I reflect on the 

accomplishments of our students and staff and 

celebrate their successes!  
 

We continue to embrace a strong 

model of co-teaching for our     

students as a means of providing 

access to instructional and      

behavioral strategies that        

generate positive outcomes for all    

students, with and without       

disabilities. We have implemented this model 

across the District for over 6 years and data 

clearly demonstrates its ongoing success. 
 

The Rockets to Rockets programs are going 

strong at Auburn High School, 

Auburn Middle School and, on 

a much smaller scale, at  

Swanson Road Intermediate 

School. These groups partner 

students with and without  

disabilities together, in and out 

of school. Through these   

connections, students       

continue to develop self-esteem, confidence 

and build new friendships and foster existing 

friendships.  
 

On May 19th, over 50 students from Auburn 

partnered with students from the Leicester 

and North Brookfield Public Schools in the 

Special Olympics School Day Games, held in 

Leicester. A fun day, complete with opening 

ceremonies along with several events had 

students showing their best and having fun!  

We are excited to announce that Auburn will 

be hosting these School Day Games in the 

spring of 2018! 
 

Unified Sports continued to expand at Auburn 

High School this fall with the debut of Unified 

Basketball.  Over 20 members participated in 

the sport with weekly practices, games and a 

season finale of a day long jamboree with all 

area unified basketball teams taking part, 

hosted by Auburn High School.  In the spring,     

Unified Track once again took the spotlight as 

our student-athletes achieved their “personal 

best” by participating in 

weekly track meets with 

area unified teams.  At 

the Central Mass District   

Championships held on 

May 23, many of our  

Auburn  athletes received 

medals for their top three 

performances! MIAA 

State Unified Track 

and Field        

Championships 

were held on May 

31.  Once again, 

Auburn student-

athletes qualified to  

compete at the 

State level in shot 

put, javelin, long jump, and running 

events. I am also very pleased to share 

that Auburn High School’s Unified Track 

and Field team has been selected as the 

winner of the  2017 MIAA/Special      

Olympics Division 1 Team Sportsmanship 

Award.  This award was presented at the 

MIAA State Unified Track and Field meet.   

Way to go Rockets!! 
 

Finally, as we close on a very busy, but 

productive school year, I wish all Auburn 

families a safe, restful and enjoyable   

summer. Thank you for your support of 

our students and our schools. We are 

Auburn, and very proud of it!  

Rosemary Reidy 

Director of Pupil Services 

Co-Teaching, Special Olympics, Unified Sports and more from Pupil Services 



The Fine Arts Department underwent some 

significant changes this year and our     

students had many successful               

performances and numerous            

achievements. 
 

The 3rd Grade 

Strings      

program had a 

very           

successful 

pilot year and 

we are looking 

ahead to     

continue to offer the opportunity for 3rd and 

4th graders to learn violin, viola, or cello. 

This program is the first of its kind in the 

history of the District. This year nearly thirty 

3rd grade students participated in the    

program and we are anticipating the      

program to grow next year. 
 

In addition to a new elementary string       

program, the Children’s Choir also        

experienced some changes that resulted in 

even more participation and a more age 

specific experience for our students. The 

1st through 3rd graders in the Children’s 

Choir rehearsed in their own schools for the 

first time and this allowed for greater     

participation and a fantastic concert in 

March. Similarly, 4th and 5th graders in the 

newly created Jr. Choir practiced together 

weekly at SWIS and put on an entertaining 

program just before Memorial Day. 
 

The Middle School hosted the first ever 

“RocketFest,” a festival experience where 

students performed for their classmates 

and were scored on their performance by a 

panel of judges. The panel included the 

high school band and choir directors, Ginny 

Bailey and Nick Lapete, as well as two 

judges from outside the District. Each    

performing group then had an hour      

workshop in which the judges led the     

students in warm-ups and rehearsed the 

performance pieces. 
 

The art faculty collaborated on a “traveling” 

art exhibit entitled “In Bloom” which       

featured student work based on the theme 

of flowers. This exhibit featured student 

artists from every grade level from         

kindergarten to twelfth grade. 

“In Bloom” is on display at 

the Auburn Library. To see a 

digital display of the exhibit, 

you can follow the QR code: 
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SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN THE FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT 

Collection, a magazine that features art 

and writing from MA students.  
 

Auburn students were also featured at 

many art exhibits in Central                 

Massachusetts. Olivia Obrebski, Dakota 

Gleason, Meg Beauregard and Genevieve 

Rumrill were selected to exhibit at UMass 

Dartmouth's Emerging Young Artists   

Invitational Exhibition. Brighid Campbell, 

Genevieve Rumrill, Dakota Gleason, and 

Olivia Obrebski were also selected to  

exhibit at the 34th Annual Mount          

Wachusett Community College's High 

School Art Show.  
 

Olivia Obrebski won many awards for her 

artwork this year. She took home a Gold 

Key and a National  

Silver Medal from 

the Scholastic Art 

and Writing Awards 

and a second place 

finish in the Mixed 

Media category at 

the Congressional 

Art Competition. 

Olivia Obrebski was also accepted with a 

Presidential Scholarship to Montserrat 

College of Art in Beverly, MA.  
 

It has been a busy year for the Fine Arts 

Department with many great                 

performances and shows. Across all 

grade levels, our students continually 

amaze us with their creativity, enthusiasm, 

and dedication. I’d like to congratulate our 

seniors and hope their lives continue to be 

inspired and shaped by the arts. I am 

proud of the many accomplishments of 

our students this year and look forward to 

continuing the positive changes in the 

Fine Arts program next year. 

Collin Myers 

Fine Arts Director 

As always, elementary students at Bryn Mawr 

and Pakachoag as well as the 4th grade    

students at Swanson Road did an excellent job 

honoring veterans through their Memorial Day 

performances. There were many parents and 

veterans in attendance at each of these     

programs. 
 

The High 

School    

produced its 

most      

ambitious 

musical   

production 

yet: Les 

Misérables. 

Our talented 

high school students performed for packed 

houses and this show sold the most number of 

tickets in the past several years. This year’s    

production earned 7 High School Musical 

Theatre Award (TAMYs) nominations.      Con-

gratulations to Derek Brigham for winning the 

award for 

Best Featured 

Actor and to 

Tyler Poshkus 

for winning 

the award for 

Rising Star. 
 

The High School also welcomed a New Choir 

Director, Nick Lapete. His energy, enthusiasm, 

and dedication to students brought the High 

School Chorus and Choir to a whole new level. 

Mr. Lapete founded a new Acapella group, the 

AcaRockets, who performed at chorus       

concerts, the Holiday Tour, the Festival of the 

Arts, and several sporting events. This select 

ensemble amazed and captivated audiences 

wherever they performed. 
 

The High School Band and Choir went on tour 

to Cleveland, Toronto, and Niagara Falls. At 

the adjudicated festival, Music in the Parks, the 

Chamber Choir received an excellent rating 

and 2nd place, while the concert band        

received a superior rating and 1st place. As 

part of the trip, students visited The CN Tower, 

the Cleveland Symphony, the Ontario Science 

Center, and went on the Maid of the Mist tour 

of Niagara Falls.  
 

There were many achievements with Auburn 

High Art students as well. Dakota Gleason, 

Olivia Obrebski, and Obi Igwenagu were    

chosen for publication in The Marble          



SWIS: Year in Review 
It seems like yesterday that we were moving into the newly        

renovated Swanson Road Intermediate School.  As I reflect on the 

past year, I am so proud to see the many accomplishments        

resulting through the collaboration of all stakeholders.  We continue 

our mission of being a community dedicated to the academic,   

social, physical, and emotional needs of each student.  As such, we 

seek creative ways to support teaching and learning by providing 

opportunities that enrich the curriculum and support every child’s 

learning style.  Through innovative practices, we excel academically 

and are able to develop each child’s learning. 

In the fall of 2016 we began full implementation of the District’s 

new literacy program, Wonders.  This comprehensive program    

provides teachers with extensive resources including multiple texts 

for instruction, leveled texts, opportunities to respond to texts on a 

daily basis, and rigorous unit assessment tools to determine      

students’ acquisition of reading and literacy skills.  Additionally, the 

Wonders reading program provides opportunities for teachers to 

embed technology in daily lessons and connect these to             

assignments students can complete independently on iPads.  Each 

component of the program allows for differentiated approaches, as 

well as the ability to individualize materials specific to each child’s 

academic needs.  

We also saw the implementation of a new 

reading diagnostic tool, iReady.  This    

research-based on-line assessment      

provides immediate, specific information 

surrounding each student’s reading      

progress.  Reports generated identify next 

instructional steps, strategies, lessons, and 

suggested materials to ensure content 

skills are acquired and extended for every 

learner.  We are very excited to have this 

tool to help us in pinpointing the specific literacy needs of our    

students, thereby adjusting instruction to address students’ reading 

skills that will lead to future successes.  

This year, one of our key focus areas was to refine and incorporate 

a variety of social-emotional supports to expand the positive, safe, 

learning environment maintained at Swanson.  We have continued 

to refine the S.T.A.R. program, providing daily support to at-risk    

students in an effort to develop and promote healthy homework 

habits, as well as organization. We also implemented a mini      

Rockets to Rockets peer support program focused on interpersonal 

skill-building and social activities for students with intensive special 

needs with same-aged peers.  Finally, we began an innovative pro-

gram with Auburn Middle School coined, On Giants’ Shoulders, 

whereby grade five students had an opportunity to build relation-

ships with AMS students through peer to peer iPad interface conver-

sations preparing them for middle school. 
 

Capturing the skills and talents of SWIS staff, we have been able to 

extend and enrich our core programs in S.T.E.M., Social Studies, Art, 

Music, and Physical Education through our before, during, and after 

school clubs.  We were able to offer twelve successful clubs with 

multiple sessions that engaged 

hundreds of students during the 

course of the year.  For instance, 

LEGO WeDo, LEGO WeDo Advanced, 

VEX Robotics, SWIS Honor Choir, 

B.O.K.S. Girls, B.O.K.S. Grade Four, 

Theatre Club, Earth Without Art, Instrumentals, Band, and  

Beginning Strings Orchestra, Math Academy, Kids Culinary and Nutrition, 

SWIS Leaves, and Activities Club, just to name a few.  

Another aspect of our school’s success has been seen in the strengthening 

of partnerships throughout our community.  These well thought out       

opportunities have been integrated in the school’s overall mission and 

goals. Examples of bringing families into the school community have been 

realized in parental involvement activities at each grade level throughout 

the school year: ice cream socials, evening events, presentations,        

performances, competitions, and celebrations.  These activities have 

proven to be both fun and cohesive! 
 

I would be remiss if I did not mention our continued focus on our           

community service learning projects.  This year our students filled 28 boxes 

with candy and cards and mailed them to U.S. troops serving worldwide.  

We have collected hundreds of pounds of food to support Auburn Youth 

and Family Services and have gone beyond our community to help children 

and families around Massachusetts and 

around the world.  The ‘Turkey Trot’ raised 

$4,000 for a school in need in South   

Africa and helped to bring awareness of 

children’s needs around the world.  Grade 

four decorated wooden spoons and sold 

them at winter concerts and raised $600 

to support “Project Bread” to feed families 

in need.  The newly established SWIS 

Honor Choir performed at the Auburn Tree Lighting, as well as the 

Pakachoag Senior Center in remembrance of Pearl Harbor.  During       

Memorial Day programs, Veterans touched by war were recognized by 

Quilts of Valor, applauded for their service, and were presented, in a   

heartfelt assembly, with a personalized handmade quilt.  

Quite notably this year has been our focus on the arboretum ‘discovered’ 

last year. SWIS has taken great pride in creating a green space for the 

community by breathing new life into Auburn’s Arboretum.  Working with 

the Regional Environmental Council, MA Agricultural Council, MA Cultural 

Council, Bay Path, professors at Clark University and The College of the 

Holy Cross, along with local Auburn businesses, we have been reviving the 

arboretum and courtyard on SWIS grounds.  Artist Morgan Blair spent a 

week at SWIS creating the beautiful mural, seen on the walls of our school, 

along with our expansion of the arboretum’s walking space to around our 

school.  We celebrated the first SWIS Earth Day which was a tremendous 

success, with hundreds of families in attendance to enjoy food, music, and 

a day outdoors in our revived outdoor community space. 

In closing, I would like to sincerely thank 

the Auburn Public Schools, the School 

Committee and community at-large for the 

ongoing support in helping to ensure the 

continued success of the Swanson Road               

Intermediate School. 

Susan Lopez 

Principal, Swanson Road Intermediate School 
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“The environment 

is where we all 

meet; where all 

have a mutual   

interest;  

it is the one thing 

all of us share.”  
—Lady Bird Johnson  



 

From an athletic department standpoint, the 2016-2017 academic year was 

like so many that have come before it; lots of success on and -- just as        

importantly – off the playing fields, courts, tracks and rinks. 
 

The program that deserves the brightest spotlight is our unified track        

program, which is also known as the Stride Program. Under the direction of Ali 

DeLuca and Kathy Lutz, the unified track team followed up a successful    

inaugural season in 2016 with one just as successful in 2017. The team has 

once again qualified to compete at the District level and could very well    

compete at the state level again as well. More than 30 student-athletes, 

along with their partners, are members of the unified track team. 
 

In May the Unified Track team, which received the Sportsmanship Award from 

the Massachusetts Interscholastic Athletic Association (MIAA), finished third 

at the Central Mass. Division 1 meet and qualified for the state meet. Boys 

and girls competed together in the meet.  
 

This past fall, for the first time, Auburn High also fielded a unified basketball 

team. Our girls’ basketball coach, Nicole LeProvost, handled the day-to-day 

operation of the team working closely with Mrs. DeLuca. Like the unified track 

team, the unified basketball team had more than 30 student-athletes       

participating on a regular basis. The inaugural season was capped off by a 

jamboree for several local teams and the jamboree was held in the AHS 

Pappas Gymnasium 
 

Also in its second year, our AHS Leadership Ambassadors program has     

continued to make a difference. This past winter the Leadership                

Ambassadors -- led by seniors Liz Anusauskas, Lindsay Berthiaume, Colleen 

Cutting, Alex Hammond, Kileigh Hynes and Jillian MacDonald – organized and 

hosted a town-wide volleyball tournament. The proceeds of the tournament, 

$400, were divided up among several worthy causes in Town. 
 

The Leadership Ambassadors conducted several other fundraisers as well. 

The money raised was donated to a family in town which had to watch in   

horror as a fire swept through their home ($500), as well as the 10-19    

Foundation, a charity established in the memory of Falmouth High hockey 

players James Lavin and Owen Higgins who died in a car accident on Dec. 22 

($200). The school as a whole donated $1,000 to the 10-19 Foundation. 
 

In May, the Leadership Ambassadors organized a “Fill The Hill” fundraiser at 

Auburn’s final home regular-season softball game, raising more than $1,800 

for Max Skalecki and his family. The six-year-old Skalecki, a student at 

Pakachoag Elementary School, collapsed on the Pakachoag playground in 

early May due to an undiagnosed heart condition.  
 

In the classroom, Auburn High’s student-athletes continued to shine. More 

than 50 percent of the school’s National Honor Society members are on a 

varsity team roster and several NHS members are multi-sport athletes. 
 

The 2016 fall athletic season was one of great success as six of our seven 

sports’ teams finished the regular season with a .500 record or better. 
 

Leading the way was the football team, which won its first seven games and 

finished 9-2, advancing to the semifinal round of the Division 3 Tournament. 

The field hockey team, seeking a fourth consecutive Central Mass. Division 2 

title finished 14-4- 3, bowing out in the semifinal round of the tournament. 

The girls’ soccer team, in coach Larry Midura’s 20th and final season, finished 

14-7-1, losing in the Division 3 final to SWCL rival Millbury, 4-1.  The boys’ 

soccer team, 8-8-2 in the regular season, advanced to the first round of the 

Central Mass. Division 3 Tournament. The boys’ cross  country team finished 

9-2 while the girls were 5-5.  
 

The 2016-2017 winter sports season was also one of much success at    

Auburn High. To begin with, Sarah Cavanaugh became what is believed to be 

Auburn’s first student-athlete to qualify for a national competition. A member 

of the school’s cross country and indoor and outdoor track and field teams, 

Cavanaugh punched her ticket to the New Balance Nationals, held in New 

York City, in her signature event: the two mile. 
 

The Auburn High girls’ basketball team had another memorable season,  

qualifying for the Central Mass. Tournament for the sixth consecutive year. 

The Rockets finished their season 13-8, falling in overtime in the first round of  

The playoffs to Notre Dame Academy. The boys’ ice hockey team    

qualified for the Central Mass. Division 3 Tournament for the first time 

in four years, qualifying with an 8-8-4 record. The Rockets played     

valiantly in this first-round game against Wachusett but dropped a     

hard-fought 4-2  decision. 
 

The Auburn High cheer team turned in another successful season,   

being crowned the SWCL champions and qualifying for the regional and 

state tournaments as well as winning the Chicopee High School       

Invitational Competition. 
 

The boys’ indoor track team enjoyed another fine season, finishing 

fourth at the SWCL Championships and eighth at the Central Mass. 

Indoor Track and Field Championships. The girls’ indoor track team also 

turned in a successful season, finishing second in the SWCL meet and 

sixth in the Central Mass. meet.  
 

Following the indoor track regular season Andrea Bolduc was honored 

by the MIAA by being invited to its first-ever Indoor Track Recognition 

Breakfast. Bolduc was recognized by the MIAA as a student-athlete who 

has been successful in the classroom and on the track as well as being 

involved in the community. 
 

Topping the excitement generated during the spring season was the 

varsity debut of the boys’ and girls’ lacrosse teams. The boys’ team 

finished 2-14, twice defeating St. Peter-Marian (10-5 and 13-5) while 

the girls’ team finished 4-12. Four of the girls’ team’s losses were by a 

single goal. The girls’ team’s wins were over Northbridge (13-11, in their 

first varsity game), Hopedale (10-6) and Blackstone Valley Tech twice 

(16-6 and 17-8). 
 

The softball team, looking to repeat as Central Mass. Division 2     

champions, entered postseason play with a 13-7 mark. Junior pitcher 

Julia Hanford had another fine regular season, notching career strikeout 

No. 600 and deciding to verbally commit to play college softball at   

Boston University. Also helping the Rockets again qualify for the post-

season were Hynes, Berthiaume, juniors Colleen Fellows and twin    

sisters Liz and Alex Simonian, along with freshman Makena Mulcahy. 
 

The baseball team, looking to reclaim the Central Mass. Division 2 title 

it won in 2015 and surrendered to eventual state champion Groton-

Dunstable last June, finished the regular season 16-4. Playing       

prominent roles in the Rockets success this season have been Saucier 

and fellow seniors Josh Tower and Luke Matthews, juniors Colin 

McKeon, Mike Collins, Brian Sarkisian, Matt Palmer and Joe Hopper, 

sophomore Evan Bond and freshmen Mike Breen and Coleman Picard. 
 

The Auburn boys’ tennis team, under the direction of first-year coach 

Kathryn Perrault, finished the regular-season 10-6 and qualified for the 

Central Mass. Tournament. The girls’ team, led by longtime coach Erik 

Berg, finished the regular season 9-7 and also qualified for the Central 

Mass. Tournament. 
 

The Auburn boys’ outdoor track team finished the regular season 4-1, 

capturing the SWCL title in the process. They went on to finish fourth at 

the SWCL Meet, sixth in the Class B District Meet and tied for 13th in the 

Central/West State Meet. 
 

The Auburn girls’ outdoor track team finished the regular season 6-3 

overall and 5-3 in the SWCL. The Rockets finished second in the chase 

for the league title behind Grafton. They went on to finish second in the 

league meet, fifth in the District Class B Meet and tied for ninth in the 

Central/West Meet. 
 

Jason Bergman, who coaches the Auburn High boys’ indoor and outdoor 

track teams, was recently notified that he has been selected as the 

Central Massachusetts Coach of the Year by the Massachusetts State 

Track Coaches Association (MSTCA). Bergman received his award at the 

MSTCA’s 11th Annual Awards Banquet June 4 at Lantana’s Restaurant 

in Randolph. 

Brian Davis 

Athletic Director 
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GO ROCKETS! 
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We have had a great 2016-2017 school year 

in Auburn Food Services.  This time of year 

provides us with a perfect opportunity for our 

program to gather feedback from our         

students and families. We want to hear from 

you!  A survey will be sent in mid-July through 

One Call to gather your input as we work to 

complete our menus for Fall 2017-2018.  We 

look forward to your feedback and            

suggestions. 

There are numerous highlights from this 

school year to share with everyone, and we 

will share a few for our Year in Review.   

We continue to expand our work with        

students from our Life Skills program at AHS 

and AMS. We are so very happy to provide 

opportunities for our students to work in our 

kitchens as they are learning new skills at 

every turn; we are 

blessed by their 

energy and         

enthusiasm to learn.  

We look forward to 

expanding our   

program next year 

at both schools.  These programs can be very 

influential in support of alternative student 

pathways of learning and our goal is to be 

able to offer opportunities for students to  

potentially work with us as employees.   

In the Fall, we hosted lunch at Pakachoag 

and Bryn Mawr for “Bring a Special Friend to 

Lunch Day.”  What a great time it was to 

share locally-sourced      

hamburgers, fresh fruits and 

vegetables, etc.  We provided 

students with food-inspired 

pencils and great nutrition 

education books from USDA.  

We truly enjoyed families 

coming to lunch to meet 

other families and to share all the great foods 

we serve our students.  More Community 

Tasting Events are being planned for the   

upcoming school year.  

In March, Auburn Food Services participated 

in the District-wide March Professional      

Development Day.  With 

Director Janice King, 

along with Roberta Oles 

from MA Ag in the   

Classroom and Rita     

Brennan Olson from the MA Food Safety 

Council, we offered training for Auburn      

educators to learn about teaching agriculture 

and to ignite the development of a culture in 

our District to support 

educational programs 

that involve hands-on 

skills that support the 

development of the whole 

child.  We see great  

promise in offering many specialty programs 

that will add to the learning experiences our 

students have in the classroom.  

In April, we received a grant with the help of 

our New England Farmers and the New  

England Dairy and Food Council to start the 

fourth grade SWIS CAN (Culinary and      

Nutrition) Program.  Through the support of 

Auburn’s District Wellness Team members, 

Jamie Nikopoulos, Dorothy Kauffman and 

Janice King, we began 

a seven week After 

School Culinary and 

Nutrition Program 

which created quite 

the excitement with 

students and was a 

tremendous success.   We had so much fun 

that our students want the program to     

continue into next year. We very much    

enjoyed our time together, sharing the world 

of food and nutrition and teaching students 

how they can try their hand at tasting new 

foods and to help with food shopping and 

making foods at home.    

We continue to expand our culinary training 

efforts with professional development and 

are offering new concepts at each school.   

New for the 2017-2018 school year, we are 

designing a New District-wide Seven Week 

Cycle Menu that will have nutrition          

information and ingredients available online.  

The current timeline is that the menus will 

be available online with mobile app        

functionality for the start of the new school 

year!  This is a very exciting initiative that we 

are proud to offer.   

We provide many opportunities throughout 

the year for students on sampling days to 

share new and exciting foods.  In April, we 

brought in locally-sourced skate fish from 

Chatham Harbor and invited Charlie from 

the Coastal Fish Alliance who came to AHS 

the day we sampled delicious Street Fish 

Tacos with Ginger Coleslaw.  Our students 

loved the cooking demonstration and the 

opportunity to try fresh seafood!  With our 

vendor networking initiatives, we have the 

support of so many companies to help 

source and bring great quality foods to Auburn 

for our students.  We are already planning for 

the upcoming school year and it will be filled 

with great excitement.  

Auburn Public Schools Food Services are in the 

preliminary stages of being awarded a 

$35,000 Specialty Crops grant from USDA and 

MA Department of Ag Resources (MDAR), 

which will be formally announced in late     

August.  We are very excited about this grant 

as it will include funding to offer training for 

our school nutrition professionals to advance 

their learning about foods and food           

preparation.  We will also include funding to 

build a school garden at Swanson Intermedi-

ate School – The SWIS 

CHARD Garden to      

provide students with an 

opportunity to learn 

about agriculture and to 

grow food that will be incorporated in our 

school lunch program.  Other facets of the 

grant will focus on teaching teachers how to 

bring MA Agriculture lessons in classes K–12.  

We will also focus a portion of the grant to 

bring more locally-sourced food through a   

partnership with a Northeast sustainable food   

company, WhatsGood.  This initiative will help 

us to launch our third year of Auburn’s Clean 

Label Initiative to provide more delicious   

natural, organic and fresh foods.  We continue 

to actively engage in strategies within our food 

service program to serve more locally grown 

foods, to decrease artificial ingredients, and to 

add more fresh fruits and vegetables, meats 

and dairy into our school meals program.  In 

the fall, we started serving locally-sourced 

hamburgers with mushrooms that our students 

find very tasty and nutritious with a lower fat 

content.  As more information becomes     

available about our grant, we will be sharing it 

with you.    

All the initiatives we pursue are made         

possible through the great talent and support 

from everyone on staff within the Auburn Food       

Services Department. We are very proud of 

each and every one and the contributions they 

make in the lives of all of our students. Healthy 

meals at school are so important and we    

continue to expand the variety and access to 

great breakfast and lunch meals at school.   

We look forward to 2017-2018 with            

excitement for the opportunities we will share.  

We are also grateful for all the support from 

the Auburn community.           

        Janice King 

Director of Food Services 



The 2016-17 year was an 

amazing year to be an Auburn 

Middle School student both 

academically and because of 

our many extracurricular      

activities and clubs.  
 

Academically, our students 

continued to hone their skills in 

the areas of mathematics and 

English Language Arts. In our 

social studies classes we had a 

repeat winner in our Geo-Bee, 

Lucas Balestracci, who placed 

second in the state finals held 

at the Elms College this past 

winter. The science department 

did very well last year in   

achieving MCAS scores that 

either met the state mark for 

growth or surpassed it. The 

Unified Arts department has 

many offerings that give      

students an opportunity to  

become well-rounded           

individuals in technology,   

physical education, fine arts 

and guidance-supported 

classes.  
 

The extracurricular activities 

expanded once again this year, 

offering VEX Robotics, Gaming 

Club, Softball 

and Soccer 

Club. The  

newest club to 

be offered at 

the middle 

school is the Chinese Culture 

Club that was run by a local 

college professor afterschool on 

Fridays. Students learned   

Mandarin Chinese, Chinese 

culture and sampled Chinese 

food. I was always amazed 

when I ventured by the        

conference room and heard our 

students talking in Mandarin 

about the Year of the Rooster.  
 

The iPad 1:1 initiative continues 

with all 610 students utilizing 

both their iPads and pencil and 

paper daily in grades 6 & 7 and 

totally paperless in grade 8.  I 

never thought when we started 

this initiative that in such a brief 

time students would be       

demonstrating to us how to utilize 

this amazing tool by screen       

splitting, toggling and annotating. 

All our teachers are committed to 

improving our students 21st     

Century skill bank. 
 

Positive Behavior Supports and 

Interventions (PBIS) remains the 

culture, now eight years running 

strong. PBIS is supported with 

many booster events to encourage 

and foster this dynamic program, 

including the school store where 

both S.O.A.R. bucks and U.S.    

dollars are accepted. The Rocket/

Auburn apparel we sell is difficult 

to keep on the shelf…Go Rockets! 
 

The teachers of AMS continue to 

remain on the cutting edge in   

educational practices. This year, 

teachers engaged in co-teaching 

for their sixth year, with almost all 

of our students receiving direct 

instruction in their core class-

rooms. Keys to Literacy, also in its 

sixth year, continues with the     

addition of a consultant, The Hill 

for Literacy, assisting us to shape 

our literacy plan. New this year, we 

tested over 600 students in both 

English and Mathematics on the 

state-mandated “NEW” MCAS 2.0 

test in a six day window which  

allowed more time for direct     

instruction and less testing time.   
 

Another aspect of middle school 

life is project-based learning    

activities. The middle school’s   

largest project-based learning  

activities culminated with          

educational field trips. Students in 

grade eight spent four days in 

Washington, D.C. exploring    

monuments and museums. Grade 

seven students read the classic, “A 

Christmas Story,” by Charles    

Dickens and then saw the play        

performed at Hanover Theater. 

New this year, grade seven also 

ventured to the 

Big Apple to tour 

the 911          

Memorial and the 

Museum of   

Natural History.  The grade six  

students had a field trip come to 

them with a portable planetarium 

to study the stars and also       

explored the Wachusett         

Mountain State Reservation.    

College Day and History Day were 

held at the middle school again 

this year.  
 

A few of our educational           

assemblies to promote student 

well being:  Camfel                 

Production’s WORTH 

IT! demonstrated to our students 

that the choices they make today 

will directly affect their future. 

They were encouraged to take     

control of the decisions they 

make, and that through          

perseverance and self-discipline, 

they can make the right choices - 

choices that will lead them to 

success in school and in life. 

WORTH IT! is an interactive    

experience designed to teach our 

students to stand up to bullies, 

to avoid negative influences, and 

to make decisions that will    

expand their opportunities. 
 

CVS sponsored a program 

hosted Mr. Ken Fairbanks, Jr., an 

Auburn alum and current 

CVS pharmacist. Mr. Fairbanks 

presented a program regarding 

drug prevention to our students. 

We appreciated that CVS and a 

former Auburn student are on 

the forefront of prevention on 

this topic.  
 

We were treated to                 

performances by our Auburn 

Middle School Chorus and Band. 

New this year, Rocketfest, a self-

adjudicated competition in which 

both Band and Chorus took 

home the gold medal was held. 

The Drum Line brought down the 

house along with the middle 

school Marching Band...Bravo! 
 

The AMS play filled the high 

school        

auditorium for 

two nights with 

their           

presentation of 

“TUNDALAO & 

PRINCE KEY.” 

Our middle 

school students outdid them-

selves again under the  direction 

of Mrs. Karin Graves and       

performed two sold out shows. 
 

Keeping with our quest to always 

be looking for ways to continue  
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the STEM opportunities here at 

Auburn Middle, two of our     

teachers, Mrs. Robbins and Mrs. 

Palumbo, sought out an $8,000  

grant for a Clean Energy Day. The 

Day was a 

huge      

success. In 

spite of the 

weather not          

cooperating 

for the solar element, we did what 

all good engineers do…we      

improvised with a plan “B” and 

brought the sun indoors.         

Students and the superintendent 

raced solar cars they created 

from kits. There were several 

speakers from alternative energy 

companies and several displays 

for students to interact with.  
 

Community Service Learning is 

alive and well as both our       

National Junior Honor Society and 

Student Council partnered with 

Stonehill College to raise $800 to 

purchase six purple rocking 

chairs for the Rock-A-Thon    

Make-A-Wish Foundation. Both 

student and faculty                 

representatives went on a road 

trip down Route 495 to join in the 

festivities.  
 

The National    

Junior Honor   

Society and    

Student Council, 

Art Club, Band, Chorus, and 

SPARK partnered with our 

neighbors at Life Care of Auburn 

for several events. Community    

service is engrained into our   

students in the Auburn Public 

Schools. Auburn Middle “got” and 

“gave” great joy in celebrating 

with our local seniors. 

Joe Gagnon 

Principal, Auburn Middle School 

“Intelligence plus      

character—that is the 

goal of true education.” 

-Martin Luther King,, Jr. 



Dr. Maryellen Brunelle 

Superintendent of Schools 

5 West Street 

Auburn, MA  01501 

 

Phone: 508-832-7755 

Fax: 508-832-7757 

E-mail: 

mbrunelle@auburn.k12.ma.us  

We’re on the web...visit us at www.auburn.k12.ma.us and like us on Facebook! 

Excellence  

in Education  

by Putting  

Students First 

“Our mission is to educate 
and prepare students for the 
opportunities and challenges 

of a changing world. 
changing world.” 

The Business Department has continued to collaborate with District Leaders to   

create new or improved opportunities, affording the best value for our students and 

their families, while also providing support in a fiscally prudent and responsible  

manner.   

The school year began with the addition of online payments for students and families 

through Uni-Bank, using the “Uni-pay Gold” system.  Payments can now be made at 

any time or place, via electronic check or credit card, with the ability to print out a 

receipt for the transaction upon completion.  Initially, the school department started 

with payments for the iPad insurance fees and Preschool tuition payments but in 

January added online payments for the bus registration fees.  A computer kiosk was 

set up in the front office at 5 West Street, which also allows parents the option to pay 

online while visiting the District office.  Coming in late July, online payments will com-

mence for all Before and After School Program tuitions, which should add a greater 

convenience for more families on a regular basis.  Later this summer, the District will 

also explore the options of online payments for private music lesson fees and other 

student activity fees for even greater flexibility and ease for all. 

The Business Department has also played an active role with the utilization of     

Auburn’s Multi-Function School Activity Bus, which is a vehicle with seating for 12 

passengers, a driver and the option of accommodating one wheelchair.  A policy for 

the use of the vehicle was formulated and approved by the School Committee, along 

with protocols for use.  Several trainings were offered at no cost to staff in  

collaboration with our current transportation vendor, AA Transportation Inc. to 

meet mandated driver safety requirements and completion was required for all 

potential drivers.   A shared calendar and use request form was also developed 

to allow trained staff to utilize the vehicle, thus saving on transportation costs 

for smaller academic, athletic and student excursions.  The vehicle has also 

been an asset to the Job Coach who has been able to use it for transporting 

students to job settings or for taking students in the life skills program out for 

community field trips.   Over the summer, additional trainings will be provided 

to allow for more staff use of  this mini-bus for student trips. 

Lastly, the Business Office continues to work closely with the Mass School 

Building Authority, Town’s Administration and the Leadership Team on closing 

out previous Building Projects which include:  the new Auburn Middle School; 

the Accelerated Repair Projects at Bryn Mawr for the new roof; and the projects 

at Swanson Road Intermediate for the new boiler and the new roof.             

Additionally, Auburn has embarked on a fourth Accelerated Repair Project for 

the replacement of the roof at Pakachoag School.  At this point the Project 

Funding Agreement budget has been established with MSBA and the work is 

scheduled to begin once school dismisses for summer vacation and will be  

completed in time for school starting back up in the fall.  Thank you!                                      

                    Cecelia Wirzbicki 

School Business Manager 

 

LIST OF COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES ACCEPTING AHS CLASS OF 2017 STUDENTS 

Adelphi University 

American International College 

Anna Maria College 

Arizona State University 

Assumption College 

Becker College 

Becker College 

Bentley University 

Brandeis University 

University of Bridgeport 

Bridgewater State University 

Bryant University 

Clark University 

Coastal Carolina University 

College of the Holy Cross 

Curry College  

Drexel University 

Eastern Connecticut State University 

Emerson College  

Emmanuel College 

Fairfield University 

Fitchburg State University 

Florida State University 

Framingham State University 

Franklin Pierce University 

George Mason University 

Quinnipiac University 

Quinsigamond Comm. College 

Rhode Island College 

Rivier University 

Roger Williams University 

Rutgers University, New Brunswick 

Sacred Heart University 

Saint Joseph’s College 

Saint Michael’s College 

Salem State University 

Salve Regina University 

Seton Hall University 

Springfield College 

St. Thomas Aquino College 

Stevens Institute of Technology 

Stonehill College 

Suffolk University 

SUNY College of Cobleskill 

Syracuse University 

The University of Tampa 

The University of the Arts 

University of Colorado 

University of Connecticut 

University of Illinois 

University of Hartford 

University of Maine 

University of Mass—Amherst; Boston;  

Dartmouth; Lowell 

University of New England 

University of New Haven 

University of North Carolina 

University of Rhode Island 

University of St. Joseph 

University of South Carolina 

University of Vermont 

Utica College 

Wentworth Institute of Technology 

Western New England University 

Westfield State University 

Wheaton College 

Worcester Polytechnic Institute 

Worcester State University 
 

Hats off to all 

of the      

graduates of 

the Class of 

2017.  We 

wish them well 

on the next 

step of their journey!! 

Hofstra University 

Indiana University—Purdue 

Indianapolis 

Ithaca College 

Jacksonville University 

John Jay College of Criminal Justice 

Keene State College 

Lasell College 

Lesley University 

Lyndon State College 

Manhattan College 

Marist College 

Mass College of Art & Design 

Mass College of Liberal Arts 

Mass Maritime Academy 

MCPHS 

Mercyhurst University 

Merrimack College 

Montserrat College of Art 

Mount Wachusett Community College 

New England College 

New Hampshire Institute of Art 

Nichols College 

Pennsylvania State University 

Plymouth State University 

Pratt Institute 

UPDATES FROM THE BUSINESS DEPARTMENT 




