
Auburn Public Schools:   

Honoring  Tradition while  

Embracing the Future 

The Auburn Public Schools is a District 

committed to excellence as evidenced 

by our students’ achievements in the 

classroom, on the stage and on the 

fields, courts and track. As members of 

the APS Team, we believe in holding 

ourselves and our students to high 

standards, working collaboratively  

toward reaching those goals. 
 

As has become the tradition, this issue 

of the District Quarterly Newsletter is 

dedicated to the Arts, STEM, Physical 

Education and Wellness, but in reality, 

it’s actually dedicated to our amazing 

students and their limitless potential 

and talents.   
 

As a District, we have long held the 

belief that every child is valued and 

each deserves the opportunity to reach 

amazing heights given the appropriate 

levels of challenge and support.  Not 

every child is talented in every area; 

some have musical talents, others 

have academic prowess, some  

athletically dominate, and still    

others exhibit their talents in   

countless other ways.  It does not 

matter on which street each lives, 

what benefits each has enjoyed or 

what challenges each has faced, 

the Auburn Public Schools has   

always been—and will forever be—a 

place where each child is both   

welcomed and celebrated.  Ours is 

an inclusive community that honors 

tradition while embracing the future.    
 

As you’ll find in reading articles from 

team members across our schools, 

our students’ talents shine in a  

multitude of ways, each slightly 

different but all built on a promise 

of excellence for all. 
 

 As a District, we embrace the     

opportunity to celebrate our       

students’ successes, whether they 

come in the classroom, on the 

stage, the athletic field or through 

any other venue.   
 

I thank our dedicated staff, coaches     

conductors, teachers and artists 

alike, for without you, this simply 

would not be possible.  Our students 

deserve the best we have to offer 

them and through our combined 

efforts, they enjoy just that. 
 

Thank you for your continued     

support and Happy Reading! 
 

Dr. Maryellen Brunelle  

Superintendent of Schools  

Celebrating Our Students  

Our Annual Festival of 

Arts, STEM and      

Wellness will take 

place on May 4, 2017 

at Auburn High School 

from 4:00pm to 7:00pm.  Artwork 

from every student in grades K-5 

and artwork from every middle 

school and high school student 

who takes Art as a class will be 

showcased.  Walking through our 

“gallery” and viewing the         

continuum of curriculum and  

talent is always a delight and very 

impressive! 
 

Physical Education students from 

grades K-12 will proudly          

demonstrate their “hip” dance 

moves.  These range from simple line 

dancing to complicated multi-step 

dance patterns.  You’ll find yourself 

tempted to hop in. These may well be 

the future “Dancing with Stars”    

contestants! 
 

Music students, K-12 will perform 

throughout the entire festival.  A 

great selection of songs is always 

chosen and these talented musicians 

make us all believe that American 

Idol could surely be in some of their 

futures. 
 

Science, Technology, Engineering 

and Mathematics (STEM) will also be 

highlighted.  Various projects that 

students engage in throughout the 

year that bring these four vital areas 

together will be showcased on the 

third floor of AHS.  Some of these 

allow visitors to have an interactive 

experience.  Be sure to check out the 

robots and the solar house designs. 
 

This evening is always a fun family 

event that highlights the creative 

growth of students as they move 

through the grades.  No matter the 

present age of your child, there will be 

much to see and look forward to as 

your child progresses through the 

grades.  This is a free event and open 

to the public; please spread the word 

and plan to join us for an afternoon/

evening of the arts. 

                 Dr. Kathleen Lauzé                                                       

Assistant Superintendent  
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SAVE THE DATES:   

Auburn High School’s version of “Les Misérables” will be  performed on Friday, Saturday and      

Sunday, April 28th through April 30th, and Auburn Middle School’s alum-written musical “Tundalao 

and Prince Key” will be performed on Friday and Saturday, May 12th and 13th….more details to 

follow but please mark your calendars now as you won’t want to miss these spectacular musicals! 

FESTIVAL OF ARTS,  STEM and WELLNESS 
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Excellence in Education by Putting Students First 

”Art washes from the soul 

the dust of everyday life.”  

-- Picasso 
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Our Kindergarten to Grade 2 students at both Bryn Mawr and 

Pakachoag Schools participate in an active, standards-based, grade-

level appropriate curriculum that provides them with the basic musical 

skills that they will build on as they grow in the Auburn Public Schools. 

Kindergarten students learn about melodic direction, steady beat, basic rhythms, basic           

instrument identification, critical response, proper age-appropriate singing techniques and    

childhood musical games. 

Our Grade 1 students build on the skills learned in Kindergarten, expanding their      

knowledge of music notation, staff line notation, vocal production and music vocabulary. 

In Grade 2, students complete their primary music education by learning and 

reviewing the complete scope of rhythms, musical counting, terms and        

vocabulary, an in-depth experience with music from various cultures, and    

explore musical styles. During this winter of 2017, students  participated in a   

5-week unit based on the music of conductor/composer, John Williams, with his iconic 

“Star Wars” musical compositions. Students were able to compose their own “Wookie 

Songs” as a culminating event in this unit. 

Students learn through a variety of methods including: stage performance, in-class      

performance, games, group work and sound and visual media.  

Each year, our students have an opportunity to perform in three special musical events: 

grade-level Winter Holiday programs; the annual Festival of the Arts, STEM, and Wellness; 

and our Memorial Day celebrations. Students in Grades 1 and 2 have also had the      

opportunity this year to  participate in the APS Children’s Chorus which will perform on 

March 24, 2017 at the Auburn High School. 

Maria Garrow, Music Teacher, Grades K-2 

The students in K-2 at both Pakachoag and Bryn Mawr Schools have been working very 

hard learning many new Art concepts as well as being creative little artists!  As someone 

who studied Art Therapy, I know how much Art can enhance our well-being and relieve 

stress, bring down blood pressure and give a feeling of euphoria! This applies to adults 

as well as children...(look at how popular adult coloring books are? Our children ((and Art 

Therapists!)) have known this for years!) 

We are embarking on a special additional Art show, (more 

details to come), but all I'll say is the theme is FLOWERS and 

it will be covered by grades K-12!  For this endeavor,        

Kindergarten students are currently 

studying the Impressionist Artist Claude 

Monet, and are making a "Monet's  

Garden" plate, complete with "gold frame"! Also on the floral idea, 

my grade one students are taking an old project of Bubble Painting/

prints and making beautiful hydrangea pictures starting with prints 

they create using dish soap, paint and water, then they blow bubbles and it makes a 

gorgeous print!  Grade two is just starting a 1960's style Pop Art flower...they say 

"everything old becomes new again"...they love it!  

Something I wanted to share is a project grade two just finished, their "Friends Portrait 

Flip Books."  They do an in-depth study of the basic way to draw eyes and proper       

placement. The cover of their book is a self portrait, followed by pages they 

drew of friends and turned it into a flip book, (where they can combine eyes 

from one friend, nose from another, etc.). The level of artistry truly amazes 

me. This is an example of one of the second grader’s books...yes, SECOND 

GRADERS!!!  Let me tell you I am one proud Art teacher for these and ALL 

my "Art munchkins"!!! 

Deb Hughes Johnson 

Art Teacher, K-2 

During the month of March, the second grade 
students at Bryn Mawr and Pakachoag will be 
learning some folk and square dances to align 
with their curriculum involving their "culture 
boxes." Not only will this give our second graders 
another avenue to research as they collect    
information for the countries they decide to      
explore, they will also have the opportunity to 
perform their dances for their parents. (Letters 
will be sent home with dates 

and times.)   

The students will also be 
performing at the Arts and 
Wellness Festival at the High 
School on May 4th.  
 
During the first few weeks  of 
March, the first graders at 
both buildings will be       
introduced to some Physical Education STEM 
activities. They will be able to understand and 
demonstrate different Science facts (e.g.       
volcanoes, density, planets), Technology facts 
(e.g. signal, CPU, closed circuit), Engineering 
facts (e.g. efficiency, force, axis), and Math facts 
(e.g. estimation,  multiples, shapes) in groups 
using body parts. 

 
Kindergarteners will be   
learning some basic 
dances and movement 
with ribbon sticks. 
 
March is always an      
exciting and busy month 
for the primary grade  

students in Physical Education. It only gets    

busier and more exciting as the year continues!  

Betty Boehm 

Physical Education Teacher, K-2 

Grades K-2 Music Program Physical Education Activities at 

Grades K-2 

LEARNING NEW ART CONCEPTS AT K-2 
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Technology has become an integral part of our children's lives, both at home 

and school.  This year, I was fortunate enough to become the Technology 

Media Specialist at both Bryn Mawr and Pakachoag Schools.  This new     

position brought about wonderful changes for both the teachers and students 

of our schools.  Now, the children in grades K-2 have weekly Technology 

classes in which they are learning many new concepts from being a good 

digital citizen to coding robots that can move on their own! 
 

We started out the school year with lessons on Digital 

Citizenship and were able to review all the rules of using 

an iPad safely.  All students in grades K to 2 were able to 

participate in lessons that were meant to empower     

students to think critically, behave safely and participate 

responsibly in our digital world. 
 

As the year progresses, students are using Technology to 

work on projects and assignments within their          

classrooms.  Collaboration is key and the classroom 

teachers have been wonderful in helping to integrate 

technology into different subjects.  For instance, when first grade was studying 

cardinal directions, the students were able to go on Google Earth and “travel 

the United States.”   

Our second grade students are learning about animals and their habitats.  

During Technology class, the students researched their animals and were able 

to add to their in-class research projects. Our kindergarten students are   

continuing to practice letters, sounds and reading using the iPads.   
 

These hands-on experiences take learning to a whole new and exciting level! 

Currently, all students in grades K-2 are learning about algorithms and how 

important they are to everyday life as well as coding/

programming computers.  One of the concepts that 

the children are learning about is coding.  Coding (or 

computer programming) is a new type of literacy. 

Just as writing helps you to organize your thinking 

and express your ideas, the same is true for coding.  

As part of this unit, the children are able to program 

their own robots to move using algorithms that they 

have created.  We are continually amazed by how 

quickly the students are learning this new language. 

Technology class has become a favorite class among 

the students and has been a wonderful and exciting 

addition to our K-2 schools! 

Kerry LeBreton 

Media/Technology Specialist, K-2 

NEW TECHNOLOGIES FOR BRYN MAWR/PAKACHOAG STUDENTS 

Music at SWIS has seen quite the change over the past few months! 

With a growing band program, a new strings program, a new 4/5 Honor 

Choir and a stellar general music program, we here at SWIS are   

watching our students grow in a multitude of ways!  
 

Our band program has grown both in numbers and abilities over the 

past three years. This year, the band is 65 students strong and boy do 

we sound good! The students are preparing for the All-Town Band 

Concert which will be held at Auburn High School on Wednesday, 

April 12th at 6:30pm. The All-Town Band concert includes EVERY 

band member in the District.  It is so good for our students to see where 

they are headed musically!   
  

The SWIS String Society is in its first year and is doing extraordinarily 

well. We are 25 members strong and are working very hard on various 

string techniques like performing scales, pizzicato and playing with a 

bow (it is harder than it looks!). Students have shown so much growth 

in such a short period of time. We are working hard towards our final 

performance of the year which will be at AHS on Wednesday, May 

24th at 6:30pm! We welcome all families and friends to, what is bound 

to be, an amazing evening.  

 

 

The brand new 4/5 SWIS Honor Choir is also working very hard in  

preparation for their final concert which will be at AHS on Wednesday, 

May 24th at 6:30pm. The kids are working on a variety of pop music from 

the 80s on! Get ready for some Jackson 5, a little bit of TOTO and some 

Jessie J!  
 

As a whole, SWIS students are working really hard in the general music 

classroom. We are rocking and rolling on ukuleles in third grade,        

recorders in fourth grade and xylophones and boomwhackers in 5th grade. 

Our students are learning a multitude of musical techniques; identifying 

notes on a staff, creating chords to jam along to their favorite song,     

identifying steady beat and playing difficulty rhythms. If you walk into 

either music room at SWIS you will be treated with an earful of beautiful 

music!  
 

All students are also preparing for their end of the year concerts, so please 

keep an eye out for notices to come home regarding dates and times for 

these incredible shows! 
 

Thank you for your continued support of the arts! We wouldn’t be able to 

do what we do without you!  
 

Mr. Lesley and Mrs. Caruso 

Music Teachers, Grades 3-5  

 is a program designed to engage            

elementary students during the school day and promote 

academic success.  Participating students have been paired 

with an Auburn Middle School “Giant” ( 8th grade mentor) 

and participate in weekly 

meetings via video chat.  

Meetings are focused around 

motivating students, promoting academic achievement 

and encouraging positive connections within the Auburn 

Public School community.   

Jamie Nikopoulos 

Guidance Counselor, SWIS 
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For seven years, I drove by our school’s Arboretum 

without its existence registering. The twenty five  

species of trees planted in perfect rows on a hillside 

never provoked a single question - I was oblivious to 

their existence. I looked out at the Arboretum       

everyday from my classroom window, but never 

thought to bring my students outside. I was blind to 

our Secret Garden. 
 

Last spring, one of my students and his family      

approached me to share a story about his great uncle, 

James Courville. Mr. Courville had been a beloved 

Science teacher in our town in the 1970s. He was far 

ahead of his time and his students were constantly 

partaking in wacky environmentalist acts of inquiry. 

He once hosted a funeral for a combustion engine as  

a symbolic gesture to mark the demise of air         

pollution. Rumor has it, the engine is still out there 

somewhere, buried deep beneath school grounds. In 

1973, he organized the Town’s first Earth Day       

celebration and planted the very first trees in the   

Arboretum.   
 

Courville utilized the Arboretum like an outdoor 

classroom, taking students outside to care for his   

precious trees no matter the conditions. In 1979 when 

he died in a tragic scuba diving accident during a 

research expedition on Cape Cod, the community was 

devastated. His friends and family created a memorial 

in his honor in the Arboretum, but the space lost a lot 

of its magic without his persistent care and dedication. 

For forty years, the Arboretum was largely         

neglected, that is, until our students decided to bring 

it back to life. Armed with a binder of old newspaper 

clippings and Polaroids, we had the intention of  

honoring history. What resulted was a grand gesture 

of stewardship. The tenacious curiosity of Mr.   

Courville’s nephew led to larger questions such as: 

What do we know about our land? How do we   

behave in relationship to our land? How do our  

habits help or hurt our land? We began to extend our 

learning outside and revive a forgotten place.  
 

Activating the space as an outdoor classroom      

required a great deal of landscaping, programming 

and marketing, but my Media Literacy students were 

up for the challenge. 
 

 In Media Literacy class,      

students are working to design 

mobile applications that will 

engage and educate the local 

community regarding           

preservation and local history. Using MIT App   

Inventor, 4th and 5th graders are designing apps to 

provoke inquiry within Swanson Road Intermediate 

School’s Arboretum. The launch of our app comes in 

conjunction with students’ goals to reactivate the 

Arboretum as an outdoor classroom and a           

community space. Beta versions of our apps, “Tree 

Trace” and “Beat the Beetles,” are already available 

on the Google Play Store. Students are in the 

process of consulting with Mass DiGI in order 

to simulate an authentic game development  

environment. It is our goal to use mobile   

technology as a tool to 

strengthen the Town of 

Auburn’s relationship 

with the natural        

ecosystem.  
 

Using 21st century   

research skills, students are also investigating 

the process of muralist, Morgan Blair, whose 

work is inspired by nature. Through a grant 

from the Cultural Council, Morgan will visit 

our Arboretum in April to complete an Artist 

Residency. Students are using digital         

photography to isolate and research leaf 

shapes that will contribute to a 15’ x 15’ mural 

overlooking the Arboretum. The mural and the 

apps will be unveiled at a community Earth 

Day celebration on April 29th that we hope 

would make Mr. Courville proud. The       

program will take place between 1 p.m. and 3 

p.m. and will include a clean 

up as well as tours of the 

Arboretum. Please consider 

joining us for this special 

event.  

Sarah Connell 

Media/Technology Specialist, SWIS 

SWIS: TECHNOLOGY AND TREES 

Did you know, in addition to SWIS students’ weekly 

art class, Grade 4 and Grade 5 students come to 

the art room for an “Arts/Science Integration” class 

every two weeks?  This additional time in the art 

room is in support of the Science curriculum.  This 

opportunity provides students with a multi-

disciplined, team-taught lesson presented by the 

Art teacher and Science teacher. The goal is to 

meet every student’s individual learning style.  

“Arts/Science Integration” classes provide diverse        

experiences that make connections to current     

science units, through the creative arts.  Students 

are hearing, reading and talking about Science, in 

addition to experiencing hands-

on activities that involve the 

ARTS and how they relate to 

science.  Ask a SWIS student 

about it!  Together, we make  

teaching and learning fun!! 

Gayla Bieksha 

Art Teacher, SWIS 

Swanson Road Physical Education students have 

been utilizing new technology during the month of 

February.  We have been temporarily loaned a 

new physical educational tool called the IHT 

(Interactive Health Technology) Spirit System.  

This new technology offers the latest heart rate 

monitor and assessment technology available  

today.  The Spirit System 

is a web-based         as-

sessment system using 

heart rate monitors that 

students wear on their 

wrist during PE class. The 

heart rate monitors are 

designed specifically for physical education to 

help students gain instant feedback on their effort.  

The face of the band displays the heart rate and a 

color coding.  When the student is at rest, it is 

blue, then when they are moderately active it turns 

yellow.  When they are exercising at an intense 

level, it turns red.  This system also allows the PE 

staff to provide immediate data via email regard-

ing the student’s physical activity during PE class.  

Their results appear on the computer screen for a 

quick view prior to sending the email.  The data in 

the email shows the child’s varying heart rates 

throughout the class, as well as displaying a graph, 

showing levels of exertion throughout the period.   

As it is a pilot program, we only have 4 heart rate 

monitors during this demo period.  Rather than 

emails, students are receiving a hard copy of 

their graph and data to take home.  We are    

hoping to eventually be able to purchase 2    

complete class sets.  At this point, we have had 

great feedback from both students and parents – 

now when the students get home and are asked, 

“What did you do in school today?” they can pull 

out the graph and show what they did!  One  

student said, “The band makes me want to work 

harder” and another said, “Now I understand 

what my heart does when I run and when I rest.”   

A student also said “The colors make it easier to 

understand.”  

The IHT Spirit System is designed to lend a hand 

to both teacher and student. One of our          

department goals is to help the students to better 

understand their own health and take ownership 

of their overall well-being for life. We also want 

to integrate tools like the Spirit System to assist 

our efforts in measuring the effectiveness and 

success of our physical education program.  You 

can read more about this technology on their 

website, www.ihtspirit.com. 

Ann Shane and Sean Dunn 

Physical Education Teachers, SWIS 
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Auburn High School is a 

school community that is 

always buzzing with    

activity. An area that   

continues to grow within 

the building is the work of students in the 

Arts, STEM, and Wellness. Our students   

demonstrate excellence in a variety of ways.  
 

Our art students have   

participated in a variety of 

shows and contests this 

year, with several students 

being recognized for their 

work.  Currently four      

students have their work on 

exhibit at the Worcester Art 

Museum’s Youth Art Month 

show. Our senior students have received   

substantial sums of money to attend the  

Massachusetts College of Art, Montserrat  

College of Art and Lesley College’s College of 

Art and Design. This year’s art club is        

currently finishing an interactive mural that        

illustrates the evolution of communications 

throughout American history.  
 

On the stage, our students are preparing for 

their spring performance of Les Misérables.  
 

This is a very difficult show as it is  

essentially an opera.     

Students are rising to the 

challenge to produce a 

memorable performance. 

The Audio Engineering 

class is working on a     

variety of projects. Through self-discovery,      

students are exploring traditional rock/pop 

studio recording, while some are               

experimenting with electronic music styles, 

sound effects and processing, and scoring 

film and video game 

clips.  
 

Students are working on 

a variety of things in 

STEM-related areas, in 

addition to Audio       

Engineering Class.     

Students are working with state of the art 

digital cameras and microphones as well as 

three point lighting kits and portable         

production systems. Students are creating 

promotional videos for Fuller Automotive, 

Everybody’s Fitness, Grime, DeFalco         

Chiropractic, CoCo’s Ice, Crystal Caves,     

Giovanni’s Bakery and Mid-State Auto Group.  
 

Students are working with the business    

owners to create these promotional videos 

and teaching them what working in a        

television studio looks like. In our            

Bio-Engineering class, students are       

creating a variety of product design models 

through the use of our 3-D printers. One 

example of this work is a drone prototype 

made by one of our students.  
 

In the area of wellness, students are    

working with monitors during periods of 

exercise and charting heart rate data to 

see improvements in their physical health 

that is not always overtly observed.    

Teachers are able to mail this information 

to students and parents for review.  
 

Continuing on with social and emotional 

health, students enjoyed a visit from Dick 

and Rick Hoyt through the Auburn Cultural 

Council and the Brodeur Foundation at the 

end of February. Finally, students are   

creating a SWAT team through the SHINE 

Foundation aimed at supporting students 

within the school community with social 

and      

emotional 

challenges.                                   

 

 

 

Casey Handfield 

Principal 

The STEM math classes at AMS 

this semester completed units 

that included derby style       

recycled cars, packaging and 

design of cereal boxes and   

water purification systems.  As 

we are finishing up the second 

trimester, the students will be 

helping prepare displays for the 

upcoming Clean Energy Day at 

AMS.  The goal of Clean Energy 

Day will be to help educate   

students on different types of 

renewable energies: solar, wind, 

and geothermal.  Guest      

speakers from different        

companies will present          

information in a conference style 

event with hands-on activities 

and a culminating solar car race. 

Funding for the day’s event is 

provided by an $8,000 grant 

award from Massachusetts 

Clean Energy Center. 

Christine Robbins 

STEM Teacher, AMS 

STEM AT AMS 

The AMS Chorus has two students 
who will participate in the Central 
District Chorus Festival this spring. 
Students from all around Central 
Massachusetts auditioned for this 
elite choral group in February, and 
John Racine and Emma McGrillen 
were accepted into the group. 
Their final concert performance will 
take place at Leominster High 
School on April 29th. 
 
We currently have a very active 
season approaching. The AMS/
AHS Chorus Concert was held on 
Tuesday, March 7th. This spring 
the AMS Select Choir will perform 
at the Festival of Arts, STEM and 
Wellness, the Spring Chorus    
Concert, the Memorial Day School 
program and the 8th grade 
Graduation Ceremony.  
 
Many of the chorus students will 
also participate in the AMS       
musical production of "Tundalao 
and Prince Key.”   
 

Julianne Duchesneau 
Chorus Teacher, AMS 

CHORUS AT AMS VISUAL ARTS 6-8 

 

Sixth grade students just recently finished up two projects. The 

first being their helmet project which is based off of the book 

Wonder by R.J. Palacio. They began with a miniature prototype 

and from there, using only cardboard, hot glue and tape for the 

structure, they were to construct a helmet that either protects 

them from their fear or displays their fear. The second project is 

for our annual Wachusett Mountain hike. Students learn about 

prayer flags and create nature-inspired mandalas on styrofoam 

for their flags. These flags will be displayed on Wachusett   

Mountain. 
 

Seventh grade just completed their Op-Art project which is   

inspired by the artist Bridget Riley. Every year the students learn 

new techniques to trick their minds’ eye. Students are taught      

multiple techniques before they get to apply these to their final 

piece. They choose which design they feel they can execute 

most precisely with repetition to create movement.  
 

Eighth grade studied the history of the face jug and through the  

technique of coiling they created various face mugs and jugs. 

Prior to creating the mugs, students experimented with facial            

expressions where they drew with washable marker on a mirror 

while looking into the mirror and then sprayed it with water and 

printed it on paper. The mugs and jugs are being fired and ready 

for glazing! 

Michele Prunier 

Art Teacher, AMS 



When the curtain rises on the AMS production 

of Tundalao and Prince Key at 7pm on Friday, 

May 12, those in the audience will be       

witnessing its world premiere.  An original 

piece, the show was written by Chris Graves, 

a 2004 graduate of Auburn High School, and 

son of AMS guidance counselor and play  

director, Karin Graves.   

Tundalao and Prince Key is a story about two 

children who travel to a magical island called 

Magea, where only children can go. The    

island is home to crabs that compose music, 

trees that can sing, fireflies that paint the sky 

with flickering dust and wolves that hunt chil-

dren at night. Tundalao and Prince Key set 

out in search of a powerful imagination hid-

den somewhere on the island, all the while 

trying to avoid being captured by the evil wolf, 

Dultas. 

This musical is inspired by the bedtime      

stories Mrs. Graves’ father (Norman) used to 

tell her and her brother when they visited him 

in Florida over summer vacations. 

The production features 50 talented student 

actors and dancers, including Sara Kramerlee 

as Tundalao, Josh Zaleski as Prince Key, and 

Brendon Bailey as their storytelling father, 

Norman. Other primary roles include Jason 

Roberts (Petey the Pelican), John Racine 

(Dultas), Genevieve Porter (Isabella the     

spider), Emma McGrillen (Aquella the water 

spirit), Ava Brown (Luv the firefly), Orlando 

Gayle (Bennie), Lydia Oliver (Bonnie) and 

Chloe Norwood (Tigras).    

Students recently began rehearsals and 

are working hard to learn their lines and 

songs.  The show will also highlight some 

strong dancing talent who will perform 

under the guidance of choreographer and 

Auburn High senior, Rachel Hearnlaye. 

Tundalao and Prince Key is directed by 

Karin Graves and Caroline Geeze 

(Assistant Director), with musical direction 

from Juli Duchesneau, and production 

assistants Katie Bernard, Kathleen Meyer, 

and Technology Teacher, Jared Kahn.  

Essential to the production team is high 

school graphics teacher Bill Wright and 

AMS art teacher, Michele Prunier, who 

work collaboratively on set/prop design 

and construction.  ELA teachers Jessica 

Young and Andrew Caswell work with 

eighth grade students on writing and   

editing cast biographies for inclusion in 

the playbill, while Denise Collins and  

Christine Robbins work with students in 

the Young Engineers Club to design an     

8-foot spider web for the play.  This is truly 

a collaborative effort among parents,   

teachers and administration, which will 

showcase a plethora of talents in the  

process of bringing this show to life. 

Tundalao and Prince Key will be held   

Friday and Saturday, May 12 and 13 at 

7pm at AHS auditorium.  Tickets are $7 for 

students and $10 for adults at the box 

office. 

Karin Graves 

Guidance Counselor/Play Director 
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AMS to Perform Alum-Written Musical,  

Tundalao and Prince Key 

The High School Music Department had 13 

student musicians participate in the Central 

District Festival. This is the highest number of 

Auburn students who have successfully     

auditioned in over a decade. These students 

represented Auburn and performed at historic 

Mechanics Hall in Worcester on January 14th. 

Connor Sampson, Zack Hauge, Siobhan 

Collins, Renee Morin, Luke Morin, Sam Benoit, 

and Angelique Davis were accepted to the 

chorus; with Will Erikson, Serena Kelly, Ana       

Pietrewicz, and Sean Campbell being          

accepted to the chorus with All-State         

Recommendations. Zach Taylor was accepted 

into the jazz band on trumpet with an All-State 

recommendation! 
 

Sean Campbell and Ana Pietrewicz auditioned 

and were accepted to participate in the       

Massachusetts Music Educators All State  

Festival in Boston on March 9-11.  These    

students performed in the Chorus and had the 

opportunity to perform at Symphony Hall    

during the festival. 
 

Four students successfully auditioned in  

January for the Junior Central District Festival 

which will take place in April. John Racine and 

Emma McGrillen were accepted to the chorus. 

Audrey Johnson was accepted into the orches-

tra on trombone and Trevor Wallace was   

accepted into the band on mallet percussion 

and received the highest score for his        

instrument. Congratulations! 
 

The Auburn Bands and Choruses packed the 

AHS Auditorium for the Winter Concerts on 

March 7th and 8th. Art students had the    

opportunity to showcase their work at the  

Winter Art Show which took place in the AHS 

Cafe before the chorus concert on March 7th. 
 

The High School Drama Club has been     

working hard on the iconic show, Les Mis set 

to be performed on Friday April 28, Saturday 

April 29 and Sunday April 30. A performance 

not to be missed! 
 

We are pleased to congratulate Dakota     

Gleason and Olivia Obrebski for winning Gold 

Keys in the Boston Scholastic Art and Writing 

Awards. Their work is chosen from thousands 

of entries, so this is a huge accomplishment. 

Their work will now move on to the national 

contest in March. Images of their work are 

included below.  
 

Dakota Gleason: Gold Key Painting, Ophelia 

Olivia Obrebski: Gold Key Drawing,  In Flames 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collin Myers 

Fine Arts Director 

FROM THE FINE ARTS 

DEPARTMENT 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS for UPCOMING EVENTS, including THE 

ARTS and other Important School or Community Events (see the       

District Calendar on our website for more details and times): 

 

March 17th No School for students; full day of professional development for staff 

March 24th All Town Children’s Choir, AHS, 6:30 p.m. 

April 12th All Town Band Concert, AHS, 7 p.m. 

April 6th  Harlem Wizards vs. APS Faculty, AHS, 6:30 p.m. 

April 17th  Patriots’ Day Observed—All buildings closed 

April 17th-21st Spring Vacation—NO SCHOOL 

April 28th—30th  “Les Misérables” at AHS, 7 p.m. on 28th and 29th, 2 p.m. on the 30th  

May 4th  Festival of Arts, STEM & Wellness, 4-7 p.m. featuring all grades, AHS 

May 12th/13th AMS Musical, “Tundalao and Prince Key” at 7 p.m., AHS Auditorium 

May 17th AMS Band and Chorus Concert, 7 p.m., AHS 

May 25th PAK Memorial Day Program 9 a.m. 

  AMS Memorial Day Program, 10:30 a.m. 

  AHS Band and Chorus Concert, 7 p.m. AHS 

May 26th BM Memorial Day Program, 9 a.m.  

  SWIS Memorial Day Program, 10:30 a.m. 

June 2nd   Class of 2017 Graduation, AHS Gym, 6:30 p.m. 



“Our vision is to educate and 

prepare students for the 

opportunities and challenges of a 

changing world.” 
-APS Vision 

Central Administration 

5 West Street 

Auburn, MA 01501 

508-832-7755 

Fax:  508-832-7757 

 

We’re on the web...visit us at www.auburn.k12.ma.us. 

Auburn Public Schools E-Mail: mbrunelle@auburn.k12.ma.us    

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/auburnps 

Twitter:  @APS_Super 

 Congratulations to Izzy Masiello on qualifying for the individual 

State Bowling Championship for the second year in a row.  
 

Even though the spring sports season doesn’t begin until March 

20th, the school is already buzzing with the prospects of several 

teams building on last year’s successful seasons. More than 300 

Auburn High student-athletes will compete in spring sports this 

season. 
 

Topping the excitement is the promise of the unified track team, 

which, in its inaugural season, competed at both district and state 

competitions. Now in its second year, more than 60 students – 

including 30 competitors – are again expected to participate in the 

program. 
 

There is also a lot of excitement surrounding the boys’ and girls’ 

lacrosse teams, which will both be, for the first time, fielding varsity 

teams. Both teams enjoyed successful junior varsity seasons last 

year.  
 

The softball team will be looking to repeat as Central Mass.      

Division 2 champions and the baseball team will open the 2017 

season looking to reclaim the Central Mass. Division 2 title it won 

in 2015 and surrendered to eventual state champion Groton-

Dunstable last June.  

 

The Auburn boys’ tennis team, which finished the regular-season 

last year 16-5 and advanced to the quarterfinal round of the     

Division 3 Tournament, has a new coach. Longtime coach Pat  

Dufour stepped down after last season, giving way to Katherine 

Perrault, who will lead the Rockets’ racketeers this season. 
 

Auburn’s track teams will also look to build off of last season’s 

successes.  The girls’ track team captured the District E          

championship for the first time in school history and finished sixth 

in the Central/West Division 2 state championship meet. 

Brian Davis 

Athletic Director 

  

The winter sports season was one of much success at Auburn High. The 

following are some of the highlights: 

 Senior Sarah Cavanaugh became what is believed to be Auburn’s first 

student-athlete to qualify for a national competition.  Cavanaugh, a 

member of the school’s cross country and indoor and outdoor track 

and field teams, punched her ticket to the New Balance Nationals in 

her signature event – the two mile. 

 Also representing the Rockets’ indoor track program at the New     

England Regionals was senior Alex Hammond who competed in the 

shot put.  

 The Auburn High girls’ basketball team had another season to        

remember, qualifying for the Central Mass. Tournament for the sixth 

consecutive year. The Rockets finished their season 13-8, falling in 

overtime in the first round of the playoffs to Notre Dame Academy. 

 Senior Colleen Cutting capped off her inspiring basketball career at 

Auburn High as the leading scorer this season in not only the       

Southern Worcester County League, but all of Division 2, averaging 

19.5 points per game. The Worcester State University-bound Cutting 

finished as the fifth-leading scorer among girls in Central Mass. 

 The boys’ ice hockey team qualified for the Central Mass. Division 3 

Tournament for the first time in four years, qualifying with an 8-8-4 

record. The Rockets faced a tough first-round matchup – perennial 

power Wachusett Regional – and dropped a hard-fought 5-2 decision.  

 The Auburn High cheer team turned in another successful season, 

being crowned the SWCL champions and qualifying for the regional 

and state tournaments as well as winning the Chicopee High School 

Invitational Competition. 

 The boys’ indoor track team enjoyed another fine season, finishing 

fourth at the SWCL Championships and eighth at the Central Mass. 

Indoor Track and Field Championships. 

 The girls’ indoor track team also turned in a successful season,      

finishing second in the SWCL meet and sixth in the Central Mass.  

Meet. 

 Following the indoor track regular season Andrea Bolduc was honored 

by the Massachusetts Interscholastic Athletic  Association by being 

invited to the MIAA’s first-ever Indoor Track Recognition Breakfast, 

which was held at the MIAA offices in Franklin on February 17th. 

Bolduc was recognized by the MIAA as a student-athlete who has been 

successful in the classroom and on the track as well as being involved 

in the community. 
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